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Arafat to visit Jordan today 

KAMALLAH. Wcm Bank fAFPi— Paleshni., 1 , pres- 
ident >a.sser Aralai i> due in Jordan on Sundav f nr 
ralks with King Hussein, his spokesman V,biY Ah,, 
Rudeina said on Saturday. The nieoiina !o[|„\> ' lin 

frt>m talks hetween Israeli and Palestinian IU iors 

in Washington this week, which the PnieMinfan cahi- 
nel said on Saturday "had failed because nf | snJC |, 
intransigence" Chief Palestinian ncgmiaiur Saeh 
grakai said Thu r\ Jay that the Washington talks laded 
to achieve any progress despite four separate meet in- s 
since I uesday. Mr. ErAat said U.S. pro^.saK tor' a 
stejww-siep Israeli troop withdrawal 1 V.. 11 , at | c;t>l p 
percent ol the West Bank in exchange lor Palestinians 
Milling Israeli security demands did n,» meet several 
Palestinian conditions, including the hah U l Israeli 
settlement expansion. 
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Lebanese civilian wounded by Israeli shelling 

SIDON ( AFP i — A Lebanese civilian was injured by 
Israeli shelling in south Lebanon on Saturday, police 
said Hassan Jamal. 30. was injured when 13 Israeli 
shells tired from the buffer zone occupied by die Jew- 
i.sh state in south Lebanon landed around the village 
of Hahoush. police said. A house in Haboush was also 
damaged by an Israeli shell. Israeli artillery also tar- 
geted the neighbouring village of Kufer R union caus- 
ing damage to seven houses, police said. Two 
Lebanese civilians have been killed and UJ others 
wounded so far this vear in fighting in south Lebanon. 
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US. calls Arafat 
comments unhelpful 

WASHINGTON iR) — 
The LLS. State Department 
uii Friilay censured as 
“unhelpful and counter- 
productive" warnings by 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er .Arafat of a possible 
return to street violence 
bccju.sc of the Middle East 
peace deadlock. Referring 
in a speech in the West 
Bank on Thursday t» the 
"intifada” or uprising 
launched hy Palestinians 
against Israeli occupation 
ill the late 1 4S()s. Mr. 
Arafat said they could 
■Mart it. all over again" if 
peacemaking collapsed. 
“Such statements are 
unhelpful and counter-pro- 
ductive." L'.S. Stale 
Depart mem spokesman 
James Foley told reporters. 
“We urge all panics to the 
peace process to avoid 
statements that undermine 
confidence." 

Golan Druze 
protest against 
Israeli occupation 

MAJDAL SHAMS (AFP.) 
— Anti- Israeli dcmonsira- 
tions erupted in Druze 
areas of the Golan Heights 
on Saturday to mark a 1992 
.strike against the Israeli 
occupation of the plateau. 
Groups of Druze youth 
waved Syrian flags and 
hurled stones at Israeli 
police in the Majd A1 
Shams and Massadeh 
areas, said the witnesses. 
Police, who had deployed 
in force in die areas, 
responded by tiring teargas 
grenades. Two policemen 
were lightly injured in the 
clashes. Around 1 3.000 
Israelis have settled on the 
Golan Heights since 1967. 
The Golan Druze called a 
general strike on Tuesday 
in support of Iraq in its 
standoff with L'nited 
Nations weapons inspec- 
tors. 

River traffic 
between Egypt, 

Sudan resumes 

ASWAN (AFP) — Mar- 
itime traffic on the River 
Nile between Egypt and 
Sudan resumed on Satur- 
day after a break of more 
than three years. Egyptian 
Transport Minister 

Suleiman Metwalli said. 
Mr. Merwulli io\d reporters 
that the resumption fol- 
lowed “an initiative by our 
Sudanese brothers to con- 
solidate relations between 
the two peoples of the Nile 
Valley." He was speaking at 
a ceremony in the southern 
Egyptian town of Aswan to 
mark the resumption of 
traffic. Two bouts, one 
Egyptian and the other 
Sudanese, will carry pas- 
sengers and goods between 
Aswan and Wadi Haifa in 
nothem Sudan. The Egypt- 
ian boat, Sinai, made its 
irial run on Saturday with 
400 passengers on board. 

Israeii-Palestinian 
lack of trust 
worrying — Israeli 
military chief 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
f AFP) — The lack of trust 
between Israelis and Pales- 
tinians was extremely wor- 
rying, the head of Israel's 
armed forces said Friday. 
"The rapport between the 
two peoples is going 
through a deep confidence 
crisis which can't be put 
down to a crisis between 
leaders." General Am non 
Shahak told Israeli public 
television. He said that 
"this crisis is certainly 
affecting the relationship 
on the ground between 
Israeli military' officers and 
Palestinian police." adding 
that he was “very worried 
by the fact that these peo- 
ple who believed in peace 
are taking a backward 
step." 


King calls on Iraq to spare 
region the disaster of war 


By ‘fanx] Ayyoub 

S/>n i iii I ut the Jtirihm 

AMMAN — HLs Majesty 
King Hussein on Saturday met 
with Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Said Sal that who 
delivered a message fivni Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
regarding diplomatic effons u> 
end the standoff with Uk - Unit- 
ed Stales. 

During tlie meeting. King 
Hussein stressed tire need to 
contain die crisis ;irul lo spare 
the region from the "ghost of 
war which will incnsiy: die 
suffering til die Jr.ii/i propk* 
and bring disasters to the 
region," Jordan News Agency. 
Peirj said 

The King also stressed ffuti 
Iraq should comply with U.N. 
Security Council res».>lution.s 
To spore Inaj the coase- 
quences of a military strike." 
Petra quoted the King as say • 
ing. 

The King also urged to deal 
with the crisis "uith wisikim 
and seriousness and not to miss 
the available opponunities io 
reach a peace till solution.” 
Petra reported 

Mr. Sahhaf. who arrived here 
on the thinJ leg of a regional 
tour that toc*k him to Syria and 
Egypt, briefed die King on 
Iraq’s "diplomatic initiatives” 
to overcome the deadlock. 

In a separate meeting with 
Swedish foreign minister. Lena 
Hjdm-Wailen. the King said 
”1 believe that full compliance 
with U.N. resolution* is a way 
of deluding il" 

"At the same time there 
.should be a way by which the 
crisis can be resolved without 
the inevitable disaster that 
seems to be kximine ahead in 



His Majesty King Hussein receives Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohammad Said Al Sahhaf 
at Raghdan Palace in Amman Saturday (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


terms of some formula that 
would work.” the King said. 

The King stressed that a war 
in die region would be a "dis- 
astrous to die whole region and 
maybe die world” 

“We still have arenthcr prob- 
lem dial is on the minds of 
many and in the liearis of many 
and that Ls the peace process. 
Unfortunately it is not nMwing 
aiiead eidicr” added die King. 

"So it is a period of tension 
and a period of uncertainty as 
lar as the majc»rity of people in 
die region are concerned.” said 
the King. Mr. Sahhaf. who also 
lie Id talks with His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san. is expected lv« Ikivv on 
Monday for Beirut to iikvi 
with Lebanese President Bias 
Hravvi. 


During his meeting with the 
Iraqi official, the Crown Prince 
pointed al the importance of 
initiatives made by several 
Security Council permanent 
nxanbers as well as the U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi Annan 
lo i each a formula "tku is 
aecepred by all parties.'' 

During the two separate 
meetings. T!k* Iraqi official 
briefed the King and the 
Crown Prince on Iraq's point 
of view regarding the Russian 
and French proposals to 
resolve die logjam "which Iraq 
helieves meet all requirements 
to reach a diplomatic breuk- 
ihruugli." 

TIk* Iraqi official also said 
that his country will continue 
iLs dibits to reach :i "diplomat- 
ic solution that preserves iLs 


sovereign^. 

Mr. Sahhaf s tour is aimed at 
presenting BaglhJad's pKition 
in the crisis, as the L'.S. and 
Britain warn force is inevitable 
if Iraq does not allow unre- 
stricted weapons inspections. 

Mr. Sahhaf is due to meet 
vvidt French President Jacques 
Chirac this week ui Paris and is 
expected to deliver a message 
from die Iraqi president. 

Earlier this month. France 
dispatched the secretary gener- 
al of its foreign ministry. 
Bertrand Duioureq, in an effort 
to resolve the crisis peacefully. 

Russian president s envoy 
Victor Piisuvaly uk ls still in the 
Iraqi capital in a hid to find a 
solution io the crisis, one which 
would win the approval of all 
panics. 


Iraq pins hopes on possible visit 
by Annan amid U.S. warnings 

If force is used . it will inevitably cause serious consequences and 
significant casualties of innocent people and will not contribute 
to a solution of the question over weapons inspections — China 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

IRAQ SAID Saturday it 
wants a peaceful end to the 
weapons crisis, pinning its 
hopes on a possible visit by 
U.N. chief Kofi Annan even 
a> the Llnited States warned 
a diplomatic solution w-:ls 
slipping away. 

Ni/ar Hamdoun. Iraq's 
ambassador to the United 
Nations, said the U.N. secre- 
tary-general had promised at 
a meeting in New York on 
Frida v to do his best to reach 
a political and diplomatic 
solution to the near four- 
month standoff . 

And said Iraq was pre- 
pared to be "flexible and 
ready to receive the secre- 
tary-general. 

■‘Iraq is ptepared to coop- 
erate and show Ilex ibi lily 
and lo receive the secretary 
central." Mr. Hamdoun 
said, quoted by the official 

Iraqi News Agency (INAj 
agency. “Iraq encourages 
the lf.N. secretary general to 
travel to Iraq to find a peace- 
ful solution." he said. 

Mr. Annan has been 
mulling a visit to Baghdad 
for several days, and is send- 
ing a technical teafn to sur- 
vey eight presidential sites 
in Iraq suspected of housing 
banned vveapons which Iraq 
has declared off-limits to 
inspectors. 

Mr. Annan has not agreed 
to go but told reporters he 
would be prepared to under 
certain circumstances. 

"I am prepared to g“ l«» 


Jordan hails Annan’s peace efforts 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan on Saturday welcomed the efforts of ihe Llnited Nations Sec- 
1 ret ary General Kofi Annan to defuse the current crisis between Iraq and the U.N. Securi- 
ty Council. 

In a statement read out by Minister of Slate for Information Affairs Samir Mutawi. the 
government voiced its keenness on pursuing diplomatic effons to resolve the crisis and to 
ensure the lull compliance of the U.N. Security Council resolutions, in preparation for j 
lifting the sanctions imposed on the Iraqi people and easing their suffering. 

The government called for intensifying diplomatic effons at this crucial lime to reach a 
formula acceptable lo all parties to the conflict, and capable of ensuring full compliance 
with the U.N. Security Council resolutions,” the statement said. 

Noting the efforts made by His Majesty King Hussein. His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and the Jordanian government to defuse the crisis, the statement said: 
'Since die onset of the crisis. King Hussein has warned of its grave consequences, not 
j onlv on Iraq but also on the entire region." the statement said, adding that the King has 
made intensive contacts with several Arab, Islamic and international leaders to lobby for) 

1 a peaceful solution to the crisis. 


Baghdad, and the work 1 am 
dome now with the perma- 
nent" five | U.N. Security 
Council members | is in 
preparation for that visit,” 
Mr. Annan said. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook *aid Saturday 
he would support a visit io 
Baghdad by Mr. Annan if 
there were :t serious possi- 
bility of reaching a diplo- 
matic solution. 

But two conditions had to 
mei. Mr. Cook said speaking 
IO the BBC from Antigua on 
his first stop on a tour of the 
Caribbean. 

"First of all we need to be 
clear that Baghdad is going 
to receive him and receive 
him seriously, and second- 
ly... that the purpose of 
going is to secure a solution 
that would enable |U.N. 
vveapons inspectors! to get 
back to work and carry out 
i I k* inspections effectively. 


he added. 

German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel. meanwhile, 
urged Mr. Annan to go to the 
Iraq? capiml. In an interview* 
with a German radio station, 
to be broadcast Sunday, Mr. 
Kinkel said it was "clear” 
that the LLN. secretary-gen- 
eral should go to Baghdad. 

The mediation of a crisis 
such as that today over the 
Iraqi weapons inspections 
was a "classic mission” for a 
U.N. secretary -general, he 
told the radio station Hessis- 
cher Rundfunk. according to 
a transcript of the interview 
made public Saturday. 

U.S. envoy ti? the United 
Nations Bill Richardson 
reiterated Washington’s 
preference lor a diplomatic 
solution during udks with 
Chinese Foreign Minister 
Qian Qichen in Beijing. 

But he warned: “Time is 
numme mil lm diplomacy. 


bui that its not yel totally 
exhausted. It's basically on 
life support.” 

China, along with Russia 
and France, opposes the use 
of force against Iraq, and 
Mr. Qian Saturday called on 
the United States to show 
restraint. 

“tf force is used, it will 
inevitably cause serious 
consequences and signifi- 
cant casualties nf innocent 
people and will not con- 
tribute to a solution of die 
question over weapons 
inspections,” he said. 

A retired U.S. diplomat 
has been pressed back into 
service to tour Arab capitals 
and promote Washington's 
case with local media on iLs 
standoff' with Iraq, U.S. 
State Department officials 
said on Friday. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Wallen’s visit reemphasises 
bilateral friendship — 


King 


AMMAN (Petra i — H:% 
■Majesty King Hussein on Sat- 
urday reviewed at die Royal 
Court with Swedish Foreign 
Minister Lena Hjelm-Wjjrn 
and her accompanying dele- 
gation bilateral relation 1 ', the 
peace process and the L .N.- 
Iraqi crisis. 

king Hussein stressed dur- 
ing the meeting the need for 
solving the lraqi-L’.N. crisis 
through diplomatic means. 

King Hussein told reporters 
that \is Wallen's visit to Jor- 
don "means a lot and il really 

reemphasised the fact Lhoi we 
.ire fnends and that our coop- 
eration lias been there. 

The King said: "We view 
tilings inns! times in the some 
way... and we have the same 
ciMKems. All of us are work- 


ing tor a better future lor the 
generations to come after us." 

Ms. Wallen lauded Jordan's 
stand inwards a diplomatic 
suluuon to the crisis. 

Ms. Wallen who is on a 
three -day visit u» the King- 
dom told reporters upon her 
arrival that her talks with Jor- 
danian officials will locus on 
hilatcral relations, the peace 
process, as well as (lie Iraqi 
question. 

"We demand the Li. N.- Iraqi 
crisis be solved in peaceful 
means and thai Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein implement 
the L : .N. Security Council re>- 
•.ilutiuns to avert any military 
escalation." said Ms. Wallen. 

For his pan. Foreign Minis- 
ter Fayez Tarawneh desenbed 
Jordanian-Swedish relations 


as distinguished, pointing out 
that This visit will be a good 
opportunity tor consultations 
on issues of common concern, 
particularly the peace process 
in live Middle East region and 
the partnership agreement 
between Jordan and the Euro- 
pean Union" Dr. Tarawneh 
said: "Our bilateral relations 
have progressed and we worn 
to boost them further in eco- 
nomic and social fields." 

The Swedish official is 
expected to meet His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san and Prime .Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali and other Jor- 
danian officials. 

Ms. Wallen arrived here on 
Saturday and was received by 
Dr. Tarawneh and the ntin- 
istrv's senior officials. 


Qatari plane carrying food, 
medicine arrives in Baghdad 


BAGHDAD |R> — A 
Qatari plane ■ laden with 
food and medicine for sanc- 
tions-hit Iraqi children 
landed in Baghdad on Sat- 
urday and an organiser said 
the aim was to show that 
Qataris opposed any mili- 
tary strike on Iraq. 

"The Iraqi people are ill- 
treated and we think what is 
happening is a conspiracy 
against tire Iraqi people." 
Mohammad .Al Mu taw a of 
the Qatari People's Society 
for Lifting Sanctions on 
Iraq, told reporters at a 
Baghdad airport. 

The Qatari aircraft, curry- 
ing 16 tonnes of food and 
medical supplies, flow to 
Baghdad with the permis- 
sion of the committee that 
supervises U.N. sanctions 



Iraqis unload a Qatari plane carrying 16 tonnes of medi- 
cine and milk for infants donated to the people of Iraq at 
Baghdad airport, Saturday (AFP photo) 


against Iraq. 

"We were able to break 
and penetrate the embargo 
1 on 1 raq J M r. M u t awa 

said. 


"We came to say to the 
Iraqi people that the Qatari 
people are with you." Has- 
san Rasheed, another 
Qatari on the plane, said. 


Iraq releases 76 Egyptian prisoners 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq 
freed 76 Egyptian prisoners 
on Saturday unjer a gener- 
al amnesty for Arab prison- 
ers recently ordered by 
Iraqi Preside n i Saddam 
Hussein. 

"Some 76 Egyptian pris- 
oners were released today, 
bringing the number to I0U 
since the president ordered 
the release of Arabs in Iraqi 
prisons." a source close to 


the Egyptian embassy in 
Baghdad said. The source 
gave no further details. 

Last week Mr. Hussein 
ordered the immediate 

release of all Arab prisoners 
held in Iraq in a move 
apparently aimed at win- 
ning Arab sympathy in 
Baghdad's row with the 
United Nations over 

weapons inspections. 

The move was announced 


hours after President Hus- 
sein met Arab League Sec- 
retarv-GeneFal Esmui 
Abdul- Meguid and other 
international envoys sent to 
Baghdad to try to find a 
peaceful solution. 

Egypt, along with most 
Arab countries. has 
opposed the use of force 
against Iraq, calling for a 
diplomatic solution. 


PNA demands U.S. protection from 
Israeli weapons of mass destruction 


GAZA CITY (AFP? — The 
Palestinian National Authori- 
ty ( PNA ) on Saturday asked 
the Llnited Suites to protect 
Palestinians from the threat of 
Lsraeli chemical, biological 
and nuclear weapons. 

Palestinian Health Minister 
Ryad Zoonun read a state- 
ment to joumolisLs demand- 
ing U.S. protection, stating 
that Israel possessed a 


"nuclear, chemical and bio- 
logical arsenal." 

"Even in times of peace the 
Palestinians can be the vic- 
tims of leaks from [Israeli] 
nuclear reactors or from 
chemical and biological 
stocks,” said Mr. Zaanun. 

Mr. Zaanun made the com- 
ments after meeting a team of 
U.S. experts sent to advise the 
PNA how to protect iLs popu- 


lation should Iraqi biological 
or chemical weapons strike 
their areas. 

The Centre for Disease 
Control experts are assessing 
the resources available to the 
Palestinians and advising 
them on how to most effec- 
tively deploy them, the U.S. 
consulate general in 
Jerusalem said in a news 
release on Fridav. 


Palestinians call for Arab summit on 
Iraq crisis, peace process deadlock 


RAM ALLAH (AFP) — The 
Palestinian cubinel has called 
for an urgent Arab summit to 
discuss the Iraqi crisis and the 
prolonged dead!* ick in the 
peace process with Israel. 

The summit should examine 
"ways of confronting the dan- 
gers confronting the .Arab 
region and the Palestinian peo- 
ple,” the cabinet said in a state- 
meni issued Saturday after an 
ovemiuhi meeting in Ramal- 
lah. 

The cabinet called for a 
"political solution” to the 
standoff between Iraq and the 
United Nations over weapons 


inspections, saying it should 
be bused on ihiT respect of 
U.N. resolutions, and rejecting 
all military options. 

It also accused Israel of 
exploiting pro-Iraqi “demon- 
strations of solidarity" in the 
Palestinian territories as propa- 
ganda against the Palestinians. 

Israeli leaders said the rallies 
were organised with the sup- 
port of the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority (PNA) and 
showed that the Palestinians 
had still not truly accepted the 
notion of peace with the Jew- 
ish stare. 

Meanwhile, Palestinian 


President Yasser Arafat is 
in Jordan on Sunday for 
with King Hussein, 
spokesman Nabil 
Rudeina said. 

The meeting follows 
from talks between Israel 
Palestinian negotiators 
Washington this week, v 
the Palestinian cabinet sai 
Saturday "had failed bev 
ol Israeli intransigence.” 

Chief Palestinian negoi 
Saeb Erekat said Thur 
that the Washington \ 
failed to achieve any' PTOj 
despite four separate meet 
since Tuesday. 


■ r K 1 ■ : 



2 Home & Middle East News 


Jordan Times, Sunday, February IS, 1998 



EU maintains pressure on Iran 
to revoke Rushdie death sentence 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
European Union Saturday 
maintained pressure on Iran 
to revoke the “fatwa" con- 
demning British author 
Salman Rushdie to death on 
the ninth anniversary of the 
death sentence. 

The day before, Iran’s 
attorney general. Ayatollah 
Morteza Moghtadai, said 
the “fatwa" is irrevocable 
and must be carried out. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook, speaking as 
foreign minister of the state 
holding the presidency of 
the EU, reiterated the 


CAIRO ( AP) — Egypt’s top 
Islamic cleric. Sheikh 
Mohammad Sayed Tantawi, 
warned Friday that Muslims 
would not tolerate a U.S.- 
Bridsh attack on Iraq, 
Egypt’s Middle East New 
Agency reported. 

“I tell the whole world we 
will not stand idle. We will 
defend Iraq with our money, 
lives and all kinds of defence 
which our Islamic law oblig- 
es," Sheikh Tantawi. the 
grand Sheikh of A1 Azhat 
told a rally in Cairo. 

Hundreds of Egyptians and 
leaders of several opposition 
parties attended the meeting 
at Al Azhar. the leading reli- 
gious institute for the majori- 
ty Sunni Muslim sect 

The United States and 
Britain have threatened to 


union's condemnation of 
the fatwa and called on Iran 
to enter into a dialogue 
aimed at withdrawing it. 

He sai± “The European 
Union calls upon Iran to 
abide by international law 
and urges the Iranian 
authorities to work with the 
EU to find a satisfactory 
solution in respect of 
Salman Rushdie. 

“The European Union 
welcomes the new Iranian 
government's stated com- 
mitment to respect the rule 
of law and their emphasis 
on the need for a dialogue 


attack Iraq if it does not give 
unfettered access to U.N. 
inspectors seeking to elimi- 
nate its weapons of mass 
destruction. 

The leader of a Nasserite 
party. Diya Eddine Dawood, 
told the rally that what was 
planned was no less than an 
“Israeh-American-British 
aggression- against Egypt 
and the whole Arab Nation," 
MENA reported. 

By defending Iraq, “We 
will be defending ourselves" 
because the future “aggres- 
sion” will be against Egypt, 
Sudan, Saudi Arabia and the 
whole Arab World, Mr. 
Dawood said. 

Egypt, like most Arab 
countries, has spoken out 
against a military strike on 
Iraq and called for a diplo- 


of civilisations. 

“The European Union 
hopes that this will take us 
towards the assurances that 
we need to remove the 
threat to Salman Rushdie’s 
life." 

The British Foreign 
Office, meanwhile, con- 
firmed that Mr. Cook is to 
meet Mr. Rushdie for the 
first time in his official 
capacity, over the next few 
days. 

Iran’s late spiritual leader 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khome- 
ini issued the fatwa, or reli- 
gious decree, in 1989, con- 


maric solution instead 

The vice president of the 
Liberal Party. Helmy Zein, 
called on Iraq to comply with 
U.N. Security Council reso- 
lutions in drier not to give 
the “criminals'’ a chance to 
aoack. 

The leader of the Thgamou 
Party. Khaled Mobyieddine, 
accused U.S. President Bill 
Clinton of double standards 
in that he threatened to attack 
Iraq while supporting Israel 
which “possesses weapons of 
mass deduction." 

Israel has refused to sign 
the nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty and has neither con- 
firmed nor denied reports that 
it has nuclear weapons. 

Mr. Mohyieddine said that 
Arabs and Muslims did not 
want such weapons. 


damning Mr. Rushdie to 
death for blaspheming 
Islam in his book “The 
Satanic Verses.” 

One year ago. an Iranian 
religious foundation raised 
the bounty on Mr. Rushdie's 
head from SI milli on to 
more than $2.5 million. 

The Iranian government’s 
official line has been that it 
cannot life the fatwa but that 
Iran “will not take any 
action" against the author, 
who has been living in hid- 
ing in Britain under tight 
security for the past nine 
• years. 


Yemeni 
president 
leaves 
Malaysia 
after visit 

KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh left 
Malaysia for Beijing Sat- 
urday after a four-day 
visit, the first by a Yemeni 
head of state. 

“The talks conducted 
with Malaysian leaders 
and officials were fruitful 
and dealt with bilateral 
and international issues,” 
Mr. Saleh told reporters. 

He was accompanied by 
a 69-member delegation 
including Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Min- 
ister Abdulkarim Al 
Iryani, Industry Minister 
Ahmad Sofan and Plan- 
ning Minister Abdulkader 
Bajamal. 

The two countries signed 
agreements to ease the 
exchange of expertise in 
the oil and gas industry 
and increase trade. Mr. 
Saleh said. 

Malaysia's national oil 
company, Petroliam 
Nasional Bhd. (Petronas), 
is considering oil and gas 
exploration in Yemen as 
the country relaxes exist- 
ing rules. 

Malaysia and Yemen 
also agreed to encourage 
private enterprises and 
organisations to explore 
trade and investment 
opportunities. The two 
countries will grant each 
other most favoured nation 
treatment in trade and cus- 
toms matters. 

Malaysia’s trade with 
Yemen came to 147 mil- 
lion ringgit ($40 million) 
in the first II months of 
last year compared to 176 
million ringgit for the 
whole of 1996. 

The balance was almost 
entirely in Malaysia's 
favour. Its main exports 
were palmoii and timber 
products. 


Thousands of Yemenis march 
through Sana’a in support of Iraq 


SANA'A lAP) — Ledtiy 
female students wearing tradi- 
tional black head scarves and 
cloaks, some 5,000 demon- 
strators marched through the 
city Saturday shouting pro- 
Iraq and anti-American slo- 
gans. 

Bystanders abandoned their 
cars and jumped off buses to 
join the demonstrators as they 
headed toward Sana’a Uni- 
versity. swelling the original 
crowd of 1,000 five-fold. 

About 150 riot police armed 
with guns and clubs stood 
poised by a barricade of 20 
jeeps to block the protesters 
along the route. 

But led by female students, 
the crowd passed Vimolesred 
and stepped past die jeeps 
shouting “No to America” 
and “Arabs Revolt." Norms 
in this conservative nation 
forbid striking or grabbing 
women. 

The marchers, many carry- 
ing Yemeni and Iraqi flags, 
walked behind a six-metre 
placards that read “We. sup- 
port Iraq.” 


Some 1.500 people demon-' 
seated Thursday in Sana’a 
also to protest threatened U.S. 
military action against Iraq to 
try to force cooperation with 
UN. inspectors trying to veri- 
fy the elimination of Iraq's 
weapons of mass destruction. 

Over the past week, pro- 
Iraq demonstrations have also 
been organised in Egypt the 
Palestinian territories and Jor- 
dan. 

Yemen has unofficially 
banned such protests, fearful 
of the message they may send 
to the United States and its 
allies. 

During the 1991 Gulf war, 
Yemen’s perceived pro-Iraq 
tilt during Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait cost Yemenis lucra- 
tive jobs in the Arab Gulf and 
led to an estrangement with 
the United States that took 
years to ease. 

Yemen has been at the fore- 
front of Arab countries calling 
for the lifting of Iraqi sanc- 
tions imposed after the war. 

A group of male and female 
Yemeni writers and intellectu- 


als plan' to fly to Iraq by 
Wednesday to deliver food 
and medicine, the head of the 
Committee for Solidarity with 
Muslim and Arab Nations 
told the Associated Press. 

Sadeq Noman said a Yemen 
Airways flight will transport 
25 tonnes of food, milk and 
medicine. He said his organi- 
sation had requested UN. 
permission to fly to Baghdad 
bur is still working out the 
final de tails . 

U.N. sanctions imposed on 
Iraq after its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait bar Iraq from export- 
ing oil. its economic mainstay, 
and ban other trade dealings 
wife Baghdad 

The United Nations has 
approved several flights 
delivering humanitarian 
goods as exceptions to the 
sanctions. 

The sanctions have caused 
widespread suffering in Iraq, 
with many of its 22 million 
people are unable to pay for 
food and other necessities. 
Most survive on government 
rations. 


Egypt’s top cleric, opposition 
parties oppose strike on Iraq 



SYRIANS DEMONSTRATE AGAINST GOLAN ANNEXATION: Syrians shout slogans during a 

rally Saturday which marked the 16th anniversary of Israel’s decision to annex the Golan Heights. The demon- 
strators carried Syr ian flags and pictures of President Hafez Assad (Reuters photo) 


Palestinian court jails Hamas man for shooting 


JERICHO (R) — A Pales- 
tinian security court on 
Saturday sentenced a 
member of Hamas to 10 
years in jail with hard 
labour for his part in the 
1996 killing of an Israeli, 
the prosecutor said. 

Amjad Al Henawi. 26, 
was convicted of taking 
part in the 1996 West 
Bank shooting death of 
David Baum, an American 
citizen who immigrated to 
Israel with his family 
about 12 years ago. 


“The state security court 
has sentenced the prisoner 
to 10 years in jail for his 
involvement in the 
killing,” Prosecutor 
Mohammed AJ Basbtawi 
told Reuters. 

Mr. Henawi denied the 
charges telling reporters at 
the Jericho Court: ‘T am 
not guilty. I didn't do any- 
thing.” 

Baum was killed when 
gunmen fired at a group of 
seminary students near the 
Jewish settlement of Beit 


El. Another student was 
wounded in the attack. 

Mr. Henawi ’s accom- 
plice, Khalili Sharif, was 
killed when he was 
involved in a deadly sui- 
cide bombing attack in 
September in Jerusalem, 
Israel Radio said. 

Hamas vehemently 
opposes PLO- Israel peace 
deals. 

Since the Palestinian 
National Authority fPNA) 
was established four years 
ago, several Islamists 


have been sentenced to 
jail terms or life imprison- 
ment for their involve- 
ment in attacks against 
Israeli targets. 

The PNA has stepped up 
an arrest campaign against 
Islamists in self-ruled 
areas after Israeli criticism 
it was not doing enough ro 
combat “terrorism.” 

Israel has made a “sys- 
tematic” PNA crackdown 
on militants one of its key 
conditions for progress in 
the peace process. 


Yassin to seek medical treatment in Egypt 


delegation," he said. Hamas delegation includ- 

Sheikh Yassin, who said Lug a medical doctor. 
Israel granted Him per- ' ~ Sheikh Yassin, 61. Vas 
mission to leave Palestin- freed by Israel last Octo- 
ian-ruled Gaza, has said - .ber from a life prison* retP 


GAZA (R) — The ailing 
spiritual leader of the 
Islamic' Resistance' Move- 
ment (Hamas). Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin, said on 
Saturday he planned to 
travel to Egypt next week 
for medical treatment. 

Sheikh Yassin, has said 
he needs surgery to cure a 
bone infection in the area 
of his left ear that is 
spreading towards bis 
brain. 

“God willing I will be 
travelling to Egypt next 


Thursday to seek treat- 
ment.'^ Sheikh , Yassin, 
who is paralysed 1 , partly* 
sighted and almost deaf, 
told Reoters. He said he 
may also travel to Saudi 
Arabia in the near future 
to consult doctors there. 

Sheikh Yassin said his 
son Abdul Hamid and top 
Hamas official Abdul 
Aziz Al Rantissi will 
accompany him to Egypt. 

“I will be accompanied 
by two people since Israel 
rejected my four-member 


he may try to enter Britain 
or France for surgery if he 
doesn't find “adequate 
treatment” in Egypt or 
Saudi Arabia. 

Mr. Rantissi said they 
would be met at the 
Egyptian side of the 
Israeli-controlled Rafah 
crossing, linking Gaza 
and Egypt, by a high-level 


teuce he received in. 1989 
for founding Hamas and 
.inciting attacks on 
Israelis. 

The Jewish state was 
forced to pardon him to 
obtain the release by Jor- 
dan of two agents cap- 
tured in a bungled attempt 
to kill a senior Hamas 
official in Amman. 


Sudan rebels claim 768 government troops 


killed since beginning of offensive last month 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — 
The rebel Sudan People's 
Liberation Army (SPLA) 
claimed on Saturday it 
had killed 768 Sudan 
government soldiers in an 
offensive from Jan. 29. 

The offensive is centred 
around Wau. the second 
largest town in southern 
Sudan. 


There was no indepen- 
dent confirmation of the 
SPLA claims. 

SPLA spokesman Yasir 
Arman told Reuters in 
Addis Ababa from the 
Eritrean capital Asmara 
that the latest offensive 
was launched on Jan. 29 
and the dead included 
high-ranking officers. 


He did not provide 
SPLA casualty figures. 

Mr. Arman said Wau, a 
key railway link with the 
rest of the Sudan, was 
held by both government 
and SPLA forces. 

He said Khartoum 
troops controlled the air- 
port while the SPLA held 
a major part of the sub- 


urbs. 

Hundreds of thousands 
of people have been 
killed in fighting in 
southern Sudah since the 
SPLA began the civil war 
in 1983, fighting for 
autonomy for the mainly 
black, Christian and ani- 
mist south from the Ara- 
bised, Muslim north. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
16:10 ...Cartoon — Pink Panther 

16:30 French Programmes 

18:00 Children’s Programme — 
Skippy 

18i30 — D rama — BroderTown 

19:00 Xe Journal 

19:15 Doc. — Le Tour de France 

19l 30 .News Headlines 

19i33 America’s Funniest Home 
Video 

20:00 ... Documentary — Killing 
for a Living 

21:10 -Renegade 

22:00 .News in English 

22l 30 Best Seller — North and 
South 

23:59 Comedy — ' “The Upper 

Hand" 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:57 

Fair 

06:15 — 
11:50 

TT __ - .Dhuhr 

14-^6 

‘Asr 


Maehreb 

18:43 ~ ‘Isha 

*» 


CHURCHES 

SL Maiy of Nazareth Chord* 
Sweifieh, TeL 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. m 

St, Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Omni, of foe Amranication 



10:40 ...Graz (Austria) (add) (RJ) i 

10:50 Aqaba, Vienna iRJ) i 

11:15 Rome(RJ) !• 

11:30 Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) • 


Tel 637440. 

De la SaOe Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sanda Church TeL 622366 
Angfican Church Tei. 652S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church TeL 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 771751. 
Amman International Church 

TeL865897 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
TeL 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 688404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazansue TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish TeL 

614190. 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Intermittent rains are expected dur- 
ing the day. with cold weather con- 
ditions prevailing, sides cloudy 
and winds westerly moderate to 
active becoming northeasterly 
moderate in the evening. In Aqaba, 


skies will be partly cloudy, with a 
chance of scattered showes, winds 
northerly moderate, and seas calm. 

MhuMax. temp. 


Amman 

0602 

11/7-2 


IU/14 

Jordan Valley.. 

.. — 10/20 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 11. Aqaba 21 Humidity 
readings: Amman 89 per cent, 
Aqaba 50 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dc WafidAiMasri o7 5485 

Dr. Yousef Rashid 875792 

Dr. jam 'a Abu Dhiab -.753848 

Dr. Khaiajbali 740740 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy .778336 

Al Asema pharmacy .637055 

Nairoufcft pharmacy ..........623672 

Al Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmdsani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy — 847632 

IRBID: 


Dr. MazenAboBakir 278770 

Al Quds pharmacy { — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Wafiki Halaseh 982799 

Khalifeh pharmacy 98541 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre- 6371 1 1 

Ch/DDefaueDepartmert — 5661111 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency.. 199 

Rescue Ptfflce 192.621111,637777 

Fire Brigade .617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police .843402 

Traffic Police. 896390 

Public Security Dept. 630321 

Hotel Complaints. 5605800 

Price Complaints 366 1 176 

Amman Municipality Complaints 

787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls - -.010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs 5661 101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan —7741 1 1 

Water Authority .5680100 

J. Electricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co .63638 1 


RJ Flight Information -44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 44-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Genre — 813S13/32 

Khalidi Maternity 644281/6 

AkiJeh Maternity. .642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maiemity ...642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani —..560707 1 

Shmeisam Hospital 5669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muasher Hospital -5667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali —5666126/37 
Al-Ahli. Abdali ..5664164/6 
Italian, Al-Muhajreen —777101/3 

Al-Bashin 775111/26 

Army, Maria 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital -5602240/50 

Amal Hospital 56741 55 

The Arab Centre for Heart, and 
Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

- (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

... .(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital— (09)986732 
Al HIkma Modem Hospital 
- (09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 


Greek 

Catholic 

.(02)275555 

Hospital 

.(02)272275 

Ibn Al 

Nafees 

Hospital 

.(02)247100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the ' Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL (44) 
53200-5, where it should always be 
verified. Information on other flights 
can be supplied on phone (44) 
(52700) 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:35 .--Lamaca (RJ) 

08:25 Bombay (RJ) 

08:35 . — --Jeddah (RJ) 

09:15 Dhahnrn, Riyadh (RJ) 
09:50 — Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

l(h05 Beirut (RJ) 

16:45 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 


17:00 Brussels, Geneva (RJ) 

17:05 Paris (RJ) 

17:45 London (RJ) 

18:25 Madrid, Milan (RJ) 

18:30 -Athens (RJ) 

18:50 Graz (Austria) (add) (RJ) 

19:40 Rome (RJ) 

20:25 — Frankfurt, Vienna (RJ) 
23:20 Vienna, Aqaba (RJ) 

OWB Cairo (RJ) 


Other FUgfats 

03:25 Rome (AZ) 

10**00 Sanaa (TY) 

12:25 - .Bahrain (GF) 

12:00 .Moscow (SU) 

15:00 .._ —Doha (QR) 

17:45 Jeddah (SV) 

20:00 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

20:40 ., .Cairo (MSI 

23:10 Istanbul OX) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

07:45 Aqaba (RW) 

09tf5 — Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
09:50 AmmaiftMarka Airport) (RW) 

17:20 .Tei Aviv (RW) 

18:30 — Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

21:20 Aqaba (RW) 

2230 Amman (Maria Airport) (RW) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 - — -Beirut (RJ) 

09*05 Frankfort (RJ) 


12:00 Aqaba, London (RJ) '; 

12. '00 Jamaca, Athens (RJ) 

20:10 Cairo (RJ) ! 

20:15 New Delhi (RJ); 

2(h50 ... Jeddah (RJ) r 

21 KX) .....Aba Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

22:10 Damascus (RJ) ; 

22z30 .Bangkok (RJ) | 

22:45 ...-Sanaa (RJ) I 

23:00 Kuala Lumpur (RJ) ! 

Other Flights j 

03:00 .Athens (OA) i. 

04:20 Rome(AZ)j’ 

06:40 .Beirut, London (BA) j- 

07:50 ..London (BA) j 

11:00 .Sanaa (JY)| 

13:15 ___J56ha(GF): : 

14:50 Moscow (SU) 

16:00 DobafQR) 

19:15 Jeddah (SV) ■ 

21-JO .Tel Aviv. (LY) 

21H0 -Cairo (MS) . 

Royal Wings (RW) ' e V r 
06:45 Amman (Marta ASxpon)£RW) j- 

08:15 „„L Aqaba 

09t30 Amman (QAIA) 

16-45 Amina) (Maria Airport) (W> 

17:55 Tel Aviv (RW> 

20--30 .... Amman (QAlA)‘(KW) 
21:50 ^.Aqaiba(KW) p 
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Jordan Times, Sunday, February 15, 1998 


Queen attends fund-raising 
concert for SOS villages 


King meets with visiting Iranian delegation 


AMMAN (J.T.J — Her 
Majesty Quqpi Ncwr Satur- 
day attended a fundraising 
piano recital by the French 
pianist Philippe Giusiano at 
the Royal Cultural Centre, 
according to a press release. 

The SOS Children’s Vil- 
lages Association — to 
wfrbm all proceeds will be 
donated — organised the 
rechal in cooperation with 
die French Cultural Centre. 

According to the SOS 
Children’s Villages Associa- 
tion, of which Queen Noor 
is;'.bonorary president, "due 


to the increase in the number 
of children under its care, 
the association is lw tiding 
numerous cultural fundral^ 
ing programmes.” The SOS 
villages currently care for 
H 1 children in Amman and 
72 children in Aqaba, in 
addition 10 teenagers living 
at the SOS Youth Houses. 

Mr. Giusiano received 
international acclaim at the 
1^95 Warsaw Chopin Com- 
petition, where he became 
the youngest pianist to win 
first prize. He produced a 
CD on Frederic Chopin. 


whose work has inspired 
him since he was a child, 
and dedicated his perfor- 
mance in A mourn in January 
1 997 to the music of 
Chopin. 

At the SOS concert, Mr. 
Giuskwo broadened his 
repertoire to include works 
by Maurice Ravel and 
Sergei Rach muninufi. His 
flawless technique lias been 
described by the French 
Association for Artistic 
Action us "an art marked by 
an uncompromising clari- 
ty.” 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Sat- 
urday voiced pride in Jor- 
dunian-Iraniun relations 
and stressed the Kingdom's 
interest in further develop- 
ing them in all fields for the 
best interests of the people 
in both countries. 

The King was speaking 
during an audience at the 
Royal Court with a visiting 
Iranian parliamentary dele- 
gation representing the 
Iranian-Jurdanian Friend- 
ship Society at the Islamic 
Shura (Consultative) Coun- 
cil. 

Earlier Saturday, Lower 
House of Parliament 
Speaker Su'd Hayel Srour 
met with the Iranian dele- 
gation and voiced the 
Lower House’s support for 


their efforts to establish an 
Islamic parliamentary 
union, similar to other 
regional parliamentary 
unions. 

Mr. Srour called on par- 
liamentary, intellectual and 
cultural organisations in 
the Islamic World 10 join 
efforts spearheaded by Jor- 
dan to defend the image of 
Islam against any attempts 
to distort it and link it with 
terrorism. 

Mr. Srour said the latest 
visit by HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan and his chairing of 
Jordan’s delegation to the 
Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) meeting 
reflected the joint desire to 
strengthen Jordanian- Iran- 
ian cooperation and coordi- 
nation. 


Mr. Srour praised Iran's 
contribution to strengthen- 
ing common Islamic work, 
noting that the Jordanian 
and Iranian parliaments can 
mobilise political will at 
the highest levels in both 
countries to build stronger 
and better institutional rela- 
tions. 

Regarding the current cri- 
sis between Iraq and the 
United Nations. Mr. Srour 
reiterated Jordan's position 
rejecting the use of military 
force against Iraq and call- 
ing for a peaceful solution 
to the crisis in order to 
spare Iraq and the entire 
region from further suffer- 
ing and tragedies. 

Underlining the impor- 
tance of joint Islamic 
efforts in defusing the cur- 


rent crisis, Mr. Srour said 
the recent contact between 
Prince Hassan and Iranian 
President Mohammad 
Khatami, in his capacity as 
the present chairman of the 
OIC, is aimed at ensuring a 
peaceful solution to the 
current crisis and averting 
any military strike against 
Iraq. 

For his pan. Jasem Jadiri. 
the head of the Iranian del- 
egation, voiced his coun- 
try’s rejection of any mili- 
tary action against Iraq and 
stressed the importance of 
dialogue in ending the cri- 
sis and the need to comply 
with international legitima- 
cy resolutions. 

Also Saturday, Abdullah 
Jazi, chairman of the 
Lower House's Arab and 


International Affairs Com- 
mittee. meL with the Iranian 
delegation and reviewed 
cooperation in various 
fields. 

Dr. Jazi underlined the 
important role Iran can 
play in addressing issues 
and concerns of the Islamic 
Nation in its capacity as the 
current holder of the OIC 
presidency. He praised 
Iran's gesture of releasing 
two Jordanian captives in 
response to a request by- 
Prince Hassan during his 
visit to Tehran late last 
year. 

The Iranian delegation 
arrived here today on a sev- 
eral-day official visit in 
response to an official invi- 
tation extended to them by 
Mr. Srour. 


JTC officials complain of large 


amount spent on ‘friendship’ lines 


Ministry 


Court reduces life sentence of man 


By Muntirer Murjan 

Special 10 the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Hundreds of 
Jordanians, especially 
teenagers, are squandering 
family funds by making "hot- 
line” chats with unknown 
parties worldwide, officials 
said Saturday. 

Jordan Telecommunication 
Company (JTC) Board of 
Directors Chairman Walid 
Dweik told the Jordan Times 
that citizens were spending 
around JD35 million a year 
on the so-called "friendship" 
chats and warned of increas- 
ing telephone abuse. 

Many international compa- 
nies have been placing ads in 
foreign newspapers and on 
the satellite television sta- 
tions telling “lonely citizens" 
worldwide to fill their emo- 
tional void by calling special 
telephone numbers. 

“This phenomenon actually 
started at the end of 1994,” 
Mr. Dweik said. "We had 
complaints over some bills 


By Ahmed Naser 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Maha N. Kalaji 
said she did not panic when 
she first felt the lump in her 
breast that she thought might 
be a cancer tumour, although 
the doctor and nurse who 
diagnosed it did. 

“The nurse kept coming up 
to me and asking me to stop 
crying, which I was not,” she 
said, adding that “when the 
doctor finally decided to tell 
me that I had cancer, be him- 
self started crying." 

Jordanian society’s fear of 
cancer has created a social 
stigma concerning discussion 
of the potentially fatal dis- 
ease, said Ms. Kalaji, 36, 
whose father and mother fell 
victim to the malignant afflic- 
tion, 

'’Most people in Jordan fear 

cancer to a degree that they do 
not dare open it as a subject 
for discussion," she told par- 
ticipants of a weekly debate 
held at Books@Cafe, which 
has tackled many controver- 
sial subjects every Friday for 
the last five months. 

Ms, Kalaji said that at the 
time^n April 1993, she had to 
seek costly medical aid 
abroad since there were no 
cancer treatment centres in 
Jordan. Between diagnosis 
and treatment, Ms. Kalaji 
spent eight months at a treat- 
ment centre in the United 
States. 

Although there are now 
cancer treatment centres in 


which some people received 
from JTC asking them to pay 
for calls made to a destination 
that was completely 
unknown to them." 

"People came to our offices 
with bills lor phone calls 
made to Islands located in the 
Caribbean Sea.” Mr. Dweik 
recalled. 

Most companies offering 
hotlines are based in Western 
Europe, the U.S. and Canada. 

Some of the ads placed by 
them say: “If you are lonely 
and need a friend just call the 

following number ( ),” 

or "For friendship, romance, 
love and inarriauc, just call 
< )■" 

"These companies make 
lots of money from what can 
be described by some as 
senseless expensive chats via 
satellite." Mr. Dweik added. 

The telephone charges per 
minute of a ‘‘hotline" call to a 
company based in the United 
Stales is the same as the fee 
levied from normal phone 
calls. 


the Kingdom, people are still 
apprehensive about dis- 
cussing the subject. Such 
fears are impeding registra- 
tion in programmes like that 
offered by Al Amal Cancer 
Centre, said Dena Raad, Al 
Amal public relations manag- 
er. 

According to Ms. Raad, 
people live in a constant state 
of denial regarding cancer, as 
seen when people tell her “la 
ruftiwili,” meaning “don't be 
pessimistic/' when she 
approaches them to register in 
Al Antal's Health Care pro- 
gramme. 

Without prejudice to 
nationality and for a mini- 
mum of JD10, anyone free of 
cancer can enjoy the benefits 
of Ai Amai's Health Care pro- 
gramme. 

Ms. Raad pointed out that 
cancer prevention is much 
cheaper than treating it — 
expeases for cancer treatment 
can reach tens of thousands ol 
dinars. 

"Unfortunately, people are 
learning the hard way that 
they too can be hit by cancer,” 
stressed Ms - . Raad, adding 
that the majority of the 20.000 
registered benefactors of Al 
Amal Centre’s Health Pro- 
gramme have had one or 
more of their relatives die or 
become sick from cancer. 

"This is a relatively low fig- 
ure in comparison to the 
Kingdom’s population of 
around 43 million,” said Ms. 
Raad, noting that this number 
resulted from low awareness 


"The JTC’s annual rev- 
enues from international calls 
total between JD60 million to 
70 million," he said. “Ihe so- 
called ‘friendship lines’ make 
almost five per cent of that 
amount every year.” 

He said the JTC was plan- 
ning to study the implications 
of such calls on the youth and 
on society. 

“I believe (hat these lines 
afreet tine fabric that holds the 
f amily together since most of 
these chats may not be mure 
than sex chats or empty and 
senseless talk," Mr, Dweik 
said. 

He said JTC hud no legal 
means tu prevent Jordanians 
from calling “hotlines” 
because such Western com- 
panies' are legal. 

“The only way [to prevent 
the calls] is to disconnect die 
whole route leading to the 
country from where a partic- 
ular ‘friendship line’ origi- 
nates, and this would be kid 
for JTC operations." 


regarding the dangers of can- 
cer. 

Al Amal recently concluded 
a three-month, free examina- 
tion programme, which ;dso 
witnessed low participation. 
Only 500 citizens look advan- 
tage of the free service. 

Al Amal Centre, established 
in 1 984 by the General Union 
of Voluntary Societies, aims 
at getting one million regis- 
tered benefactors to its health 
care programme. 

As a non-governmental 
oiganisation, AI Amal must 
find its own funding. There- 
fore, the bulk of the centre's 
income goes to medical treat- 
mem and equipment, leaving 
only a small sum for cancer 
awareness campaigns. 

At present, the only effec- 
tive cancer awareness method 
available to Al Amal Centre is 
personal accounts by cancer 
survivors added Ms. Raad. 

“If people realise that some- 
one sitting two chairs away 
from them went through a 
near death experience... that 
may trigger them into think- 
ing that this too can affect 
me,” she said. 

From this, the centre is 
adopting a two- prong 

approach by conducting 

events that generate aware- 
ness and income. The next 
scheduled events are two con- 
certs by piano player Danny 
Beal that will be held Feb. 16 
and 17 at Bookstg'Cafe. Pro- 
ceeds will go directly to 
needy cancer patients being 
treated at Al Amal. 


allows 
women 
principals 
at male 
schools 

By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Tuna 

AMMAN — The Ministry 
of Education has recently 
given the green light to its 
21 directorates to appoint 
female principals at public 
male schools. 

“We have a deficiency in 
the number and quality of 
male teachers and princi- 
ples. This profession is not 
as popular with males as it 
is with females," said Min- 
ister of Education and 
Higher Education Munther 
Masri. 

Ministry statistics indi- 
cate dial over 60 per cent qf 
the ministry’s staff, includ- 
ing teachers, are women. 

In a recent interview with 
the Jordan Times, Dr. 
Masri said qualified male 
teachers find jobs abroad or 
leave the profession. 

There have been mixed 
reactions to the ministry’s 
latest move. Stuff at the 
ministry have responded 
positively to the idea, while 
others, outside the ministry, 
have had reservations. 

Dr. Masri said the move 
was not prompted by social 
or cultural factors, but 
rather by a noticeable need 
for qualified principals. 

"We are not making a 
swap here, but are con- 
cerned about the current 
standard of education at 
our male schools/’ Dr. 
Masri said. The minister 
added that some have had 
fears that this move would 
increase incidents of vio- 
lence at schools and pro- 
mote co-education. 

The minister said he 
believed that female princi- 
pals would have a positive 
impact on male schools in 
terms of controlling inci- 
dents of school violence 
and discipline. 

There are one million stu- 
dents attending govern- 
ment schools in the King- 
dom and even though 
female teachers already 
teach at mule schools, they 
are only assigned to the pri- 
mary departments. 

“Co-education already 
exists at our schools and it 
is' not limited to private 
schools/ 1 the minister said. 


Survivors,., officials working to raise 
cancer awareness despite social stigma 


what’s going on 



CONCERTS 
iical concert by .the Austrian Unicom Ensemble at 

al Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

formance by Danny Beal (a benefit for catwer 
S) at the Books ©Cafe' on Monday aid 
r Feb: 16, 1 7 ar 6:30 pjm (for details call .849387, 

»v . . : ■' 

FILMS . 

jo fr vert’' at the Frendi Cultural Cemre- Jabal 
n Monday Feb. 16; al 6:30 p.m. and 8-30 p.m. 
film -Lucia" (in Spanish with suWjJ* 
iituw Cervantes, Jabal Amman at 5.uu pjn. 
n English) on studying'at German uniwpM 
jd IV) 9t Goetbeflnstitui, Jabal Amman, at 4.30 


: FLAY 

* Children's play “A Tb^tre Dream" at tbeRoyal-CuI- 
tural Centre arlO:OO^rav^daUyuntil Feb, 2JV .. - 

4*.‘- 1 • ’ ’ • 

EXHIBITIONS 


Art .Gallery, Ga^eus StreeL. qofilFeb, 23. 

* Private collection of Miv^buh Bisharat en titled^ A 
Vision*' An Identity" at Dai&.MFiiiuin, Jabal Weibdeh, 
until March 5 (Tel. 64325l^;;^sd displaying works by 
contemporary Arab aitists -^^TieNew Collection.” 

* "History of Cmoon Drawin^at die French Cultural 
Centre, Jabal Weibdeh, untilFeb,26, 

* Works by about a huraJri^artists from Iraq,. Syria,. 
Sudan, Lebanon and Jordaff.et^temmunibi Art Gallery, 
Gardens Street, until Feb* K) (T% 5536098). 


convicted of killing police officer 


By Rana Husseini 

JonLm Times Staff Rep*>rter 

AMMAN — The Criminal 
Court has reduced the sen- 
tence against a 28-year-old 
man convicted in Novem- 
ber 1997 of killing a police 
officer from life in prison 
to 1 5 years. 

Auailah Salem was 
declared guilty by the court 
tribunal on Nov. 8 of 
killing Captain Yousef 
Daradkeh, 30, of the 
Mafraq Police Department 
in the Hussein suburb on 
May 12, 1997. 


The court convicted Mr. 
Salem of manslaughter and 
sentenced him to life in 
prison, instead of the usual 
maximum of 15 years for 
manslaughter, because “he 
killed an on-duty police 
officer.” 

Court transcripts from the 
trial said Capt. Danulkeh, 
who was in civil uniform, 
went along with a police 
force to the defendant's 
rented house at around 
midnight on May 12 after 
receiving a tip that Mr. 
Salem and 11 others were 
smuggling drugs and arms 


from Syria. 

Capt. Daradkeh reported- 
ly called on the defendant 
to surrender, instead, Mr. 
Salem, who was sleeping at 
the time, woke up and tied 
the scene, and “when the 
victim ordered him to stop, 
the defendant turned 
around and shur him in the 
chest, killing him instant- 
ly/’ 

" But on November 29, the 
Court of Cassation returned 
the case to the Criminal 
Court for a retrial, stating 
in its ruling that “when 
Capt. Daradkeh went to 


search the defendant’s 
house, he was not carrying 
a search warrant." 

“Since Capt. Daradkeh 
did not obtain a search war- 
rant, he should be consid- 
ered as a regular citizen, 
without regard to his police 
rank," the court then ruled. 

On Thursday, the Crimi- 
nal Court decided ro reduce 
Mr. Salem's life sentence to 
15-years with hard labour. 

Thursday’s verdict was 
handed down by Judges 
Abdul Hamid Sa’ed, Yassin 
Abduliai and Ahmad Khat- 
ib. 


Human nghts group urges Parliament to ensure 


freedom of 

By Alia Shukri Hamzeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

. AMMAN— A U.S.-based 
human rights group Satur- 
day .urged Parliament to 
ensure total freedom of 
expression for newspapers 
and other published mate- 
rials and reduce limita- 
tions on the press in accor- 
dance with international 
human rights laws. 

In a statement made 
available to the Jordan 
Times. Human Rights 
Watch asked the 80- mem- 
ber Lower House, in their 
upcoming debates, to con- 
sider limiting restrictive 
legislation 'endangering 
freedom of expression. 

The organisation also 
asked that any new regula- 
tory press law allow the 
circulation of all kinds of 
information and opinions, 
including those of a politi- 


expression, 

cal nature. 

Human Rights Watch 
advised the Lower House 
to •, remove afr ■ imppsf 4 
restrictive regulations and 
bans on news items as 
well as articles, analyses 
and pictures by ensuring 
the law is unbiased or 
does not contain unrea- 
sonable or unexplainable 
restrictions. 

In its statement, the 
organisation criticised the 
“hastily” passed amend- 
ments to the J993 press 
law, issued last May while 
Parliament was in recess, 
saying the government 
should not have overrid- 
den the legislative author- 
ity by issuing a law 
described as stifling free- 
dom of expression and 
reflecting poorly on the 
press and Jordanians 
alike. 

“Even though we take 


reduce press 

into consideration local 
interests and security con- 
cerns, we think that the 

rtmiypni : * uRassedM 

Extremely restrictive 
amendments,”. .the state- 
ment said, adding that 
prohibiting the publishing 
of articles and information 
concerning beads of state 
or security issues unless 
approved by the govern- 
ment is “inexcusable." 

The amendments, 

opposed by political par- 
ties and unions, and' 
described by the organisa- 
tion as putting freedom of 
expression “under siege,” 
had introduced prohibitive 
capital requirements for 
both dailies and weeklies, 
increased the list of topics 
that could not be covered, 
and stipulated harsh 
penalties for violations of 
the law. 

"Publishers and editors 


limitations 

alike should enjoy the 
right of providing a vari- 
ety of news and ideas 
asitfipuis rha^BI |o i face 
censorship, legal actions, 
firjes .and licence revoca- 
tion," the statement said. 

The organisation hailed 
the High Court's decision 
on January 26 that 
annulled the revisions for 
being “unconstitutional" 
since there was no state of 
emergency or necessitat- 
ing circumstances for the 
government to change the 
previous law. 

“We had called on the 
government after the clo- 
sure of several weeklies to 
allow their publication 
and demanded that all 
restrictions by the govern- 
ment be defined in a prop- 
er way that would ensure 
the right to freedom of 
expression.” the statement 
said. 


Opposition calls for investigation of 
police action at Al Husseini Mosque 


By Tareq Ay you b 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The opposi- 
tion Saturday reacted 
angrily to police handling 
of a rally Friday in support 
of Iraq and called on the 
government to investigate 
the incident or resign. 

“What happened on Fri- 
day was a violation of the 
sanctity of the mosques," 
said Suleiman Arar, head 
of Al Mustaqbal (future) 
Party, in a joint press con- 
ference with other opposi- 
tion panics and profes- 
sional union leaden*. 

“Police dogs were 
pushed inside the 
mosque... this indicates 
that the government has 
not become a representa- 
tive of the people but u 
tool to implement Ameri- 
can and Jewish dictates,” 
Mr. Arar, a former minister 
of interior and speaker of 
the Lower House, said. 

Mr. Arar was referring to 
a pro-Iraq rally, organised 
by the opposition, where 
riot police, armed with tear 
gas, guns, dogs, and 
batons, forcefully dis- 
persed thousands of wor- 
shipers following prayers 
at the Al Husseini Mosque 
in downtown Amman, 

Many people were beat- 
en by police, resulting in 
several hospitalisations, 


and more than 50 were 
detained but later released, 
the opposition said. 

“We call for an investi- 
gation and that those who 
gave orders and led the 
attack against the partici- 
pants {in the rally] be 
tried," added Mr. Arar. 
who himself was beaten by 
police. 

"We also call for dis- 
missing this ‘military’ 
government which has for- 
gotten the basic human 
rights of its people." added 
Mr. Arar. 

“Throughout my career 
as an interior minister. I 
knew that the work of 
police was not to beat peo- 
ple but to stop any harm 
that might come their 
way.” Mr. Arar said . 

He said the opposition 
parties have authorised 
former judge Najib Rash- 
dan to sue the government 
over its actions. 

Jordan Engineers Asso- 
ciation President Leith 
Shbeilat also joined Mr. 
Arar in calling on the gov- 
ernment to step down. 

“We call for the forma- 
tion of a national govern- 
ment that represents the 
aspirations of the Jordan- 
ian people,” said Mr. 
Shbeilat, a pro- Iraq inde- 
pendent politician who 
recently visited Baghdad 
and met with Iraqi Presi- 


dent Saddam Hussein. 

“We want a government 
that represents the people 
and not the U.S. or the 
Zionists. We do not want a 
government that plans 
with the [U.S.] to attack 
Iraq and give it installa- 
tions and facilities on Jor- 
danian soil," claimed Mr. 
Shbeilat. 

Meanw'hile. the govern- 
ment Saturday said the 
police action was a reac- 
tion to the demonstrators’ 
decision to challenge a ban 
on rallies issued last week. 

"Those who took pan in 
the rally believed that was 
the only way to express 
support for Iraq. The gov- 
ernment sees many forms 
and ways to show support 
for Iraq,” Minister of State 
for Information Affairs 
Samir Mutawi told 
reporters following the 
weekly Cabinet session. 

“The prime minister out- 
lined the various diplomat- 
ic efforts the government 
has undertaken to show 
support for the Iraqi peo- 
ple and to defuse the cri- 
sis," said the minister, 
referring to the Thursday 
meeting between Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali and opposition 
leaders, during which Dr. 
Majali informed the oppo- 
sition that his government 
would not allow the rally. 


Also Saturday, the Mus- 
lim Brotherhood criticised 
the police action and 
called for an inquiry to 
determine who was behind 
the decision to storm the 
mosque. 

“For the first time in Jor- 
dan's history, and during 
the tenure of your govern- 
ment. a .violation of the 
sanctity of God's house 
took place,” the move- 
ment’s spiritual leader, 
Abdul Majeed Thneibat, 
said in a letter addressed to 
Dr. Majali. 

“Such acts are not per- 
mitted either by the consti- 
tution or by the law." the 
one-page letter said. 
"Policemen could have 
avoided the unjustified 
confrontation as long as 
the citizens had stopped 
the rally and did not leave 
the mosque/’ Mr. Thneibat 
said in his message. 

. “What happened is alien 
fo us and it deepens the 
martial law mentality 
under the banner of 
democracy,” said the let- 
ter, a copy of which was 
made available to the Jor- 
dan Times, 

*'We call for a judicial 
committee to investigate 
this case and punish those 
who were responsible,” 
added Mr. Thneibat. 


4 World News 
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Looting and some fighting 
go on in Sierra Leone capital 


FREETOWN (R) _ 

Nigerian-led peacekeepers 
who ousted Sierra Leone's 
army junta have brought 
most parts of Freetown 
under their control but resi- 
dents of the capital said 
Saturday they could still 
hear small-scale fighting in 
some areas. 

__ “There are still pockets of 
fighting, but we don't know 
where it is taking place,” 
said Martha Carey of 
Medical Charity Medecins 
Sans Frontieres (MSF). 

MSF workers managed to 
get to the Connaught hospi- 
tal in the centre of 
Freetown Friday and saw : 
widespread looting on their 
way into the centre from 
the west of town, she said. 

Other witnesses reported 
widespread killings in the 
capital Friday, with sus- 
pected collaborators of the 
junta as the main target 
The situation in the rest of 
the country was unclear. 

The ECOMOG peace- 
keepers said earlier they 
controlled most of 
Freetown. 

“ECOMOG forces are 
occupying about 90 per 
cent of the town and there 
are now mopping-up opera- 


tions going on,” its com- 
mander, General Timothy 
Shelpidi, told BBC radio. 

The 16-nation regional 
West African bloc ECOW- 
AS mandated ECOMOG to 
reinstate President Ahmad 
Tejan Kabbah, ousted in a 
military coup in May 1997. 

There was still no news as 
to the whereabouts of junta 
leader Johnny Paul 
Koroma. 

Twenty-five of his fleeing 
officials were seized in 
Liberia Friday when two 
helicopters carrying them 
were intercepted and forced 
to land in Monrovia by a 
Nigerian warplane. 

There was some hope for 
an estimated 500,000 starv- 
ing civilians trapped by the 
fighting. The World Food 
Programme (WFP) said it 
was loading a ship in 
Liberia with 5 SO tonnes of 
food which should land in 
Freetown by Wednesday. 

“We cannot wait any 
longer .to bring urgently 
needed food aid to hun- 
dreds of thousands of des- 
perately hungry people in 
Freetown.” WFP Regional 
Manager Paul Ares said in a 
statement. 

Nigeria, the regional 


power whose troops domi- 
nate the ECOMOG force, 
implicitly gave its go-ahead 
for relief shipments. Such 
aid has been blocked until 
now by a regional embargo. 

Nigerian Foreign 

Minister Tom Bami said in 
a statement that the over- 
throw of the military junta 
bad been achieved with 
minimum loss of life. 

“Now that ECOMOG has 
control of most parts of the 
country, we caLl upon ail 
friends of Siena Leone to 
assist in the urgent task of 
bringing humanitarian 
relief to the people of 
Sierra Leone,” Mr. Tkimi 
said. 

The United Nations 
Friday appealed to all par- 
ties in Sierra Leone to 
allow relief workers to use 
land, air and sea routes in 
order to help the civilian 
population. 

Security, council mem- 
bers. according to its presi- 
dent Denis Dangue Rewaka 
of Gabon, called for “full 
unrestricted access” for 
people in need and the safe- 
ty and security of all 
humanitarian personnel. 

Food stocks in Freetown 
were either depleted or 


Two Bosnian Serb war crimes 
suspects said ready to surrender 


BOSANSKI SAMAC. 
Bosnia-Herzegovina (AFP) 
— Two Bosnian Serb war 
crimes suspects prepared to 
surrender Saturday in this 
northern town of the 
Republika Srpska, accord- 
ing to corroborating 
sources. 

Miroslav Tadic, known as 
Miro Brko. said in a tele- 
phone interview with AFP 
Friday -that he would sur- 
render to the Bosnian Serb 
police in the presence of 
U.S. diplomats and his 
lawyers. 

Mr. Tadic. 60. suggested 
that at least two suspects 
were ready to turn them- 
selves in. although he 
refused to give further 
details. 

“We do not feel guilty at 
all." he said. 

According to sources 
close to Mr. Tadic, another 
Bosnian Serb suspected of 
war crimes by the 
International Criminal 
Tribunal for Former 
Yugoslavia (ICTY). Milan 
Simic. living in Bosanski 
Samac. was believed ready 
to surrender with Mr. Tadic. 

"The two men will sur- 
render to the local authori- 
ties of the Republika Srpska 
and will be transferred to 


the U.S. base of the 
Stabilisation Force (SFOR) 
in Tuzla, from which they 
will most probably be taken 
to The Hague,” the source 
said. 

The SFOR commander. 
U.S. General Eric Shinseki, 
participated in the organisa- 
tion of their surrender, the 
source, who did not wish to A 
be identified, added. 

-“Tadic considers -that tie-’ 
has committed no crime 
and he wants to surrender 
because he is tired of hiding 
and living in fear of being 
arrested," the source said. 

The two men are part of a 
group of six Serbs indicted 
in June 1995 by the ICTY 
for “the arrest and detention 
of Bosnian Croats and 
Muslims" in the Bosanski 
Samac region where they 
were said to have set up 
camps where prisoners 
were “killed, beaten, tor- 
tured, sexually and other- 
wise mistreated.'’ 

The six are also accused 
of “forcing Croats and 
Muslims to abandon their 
homes and authorising 
Serbs to enter the vacant 
houses,” and of terrorising 
the non-Serb population 
into leaving the region. The 
pre-war Croat and Muslim 


population of Bosanski 
Samac was 17.000 people 
out of a total of 33,000. 

The four other suspects 
are Slobodan Miljkovic, 
Blagoje Simic. Stevan 
Todorovic and Simo Zaric. 

Mr. Tadic, a former 
school teacher, ran a cafe in 
the town at the time the 
conflict erupted in April 
1992. He was named presi- 
dent of-the committee deal- 
ing with the exchange of 
prisoners. 

He has been charged with 
“crimes against humanity" 
and “serious violations" of 
the 1949 Geneva conven- 
tion. The U.N. court accus- 
es him of “participating in 
the planning and prepara- 
tion of the illegal deporta- 
tion and forced transfer of 
hundreds of Muslims and 
Croats, including women, 
children and elderly peo- 
ple ” from Bosanski Samac. 

Mr. Simic, a 39-year-old 
economist, became chief 
executive of the town at the 
start of the war, and is 
accused of having beaten a 
Muslim with a metal bar in 
June 1992. 

According to local 
sources, Mr. Simic was 
severely injured in a mine 
explosion in 1993. 


UNHCR seeks voluntary 
repatriation of Burundians 


BUJUMBURA (R) — 

U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees Sadako 
Ogata said Saturday her 
agency would help set up a 
tripartite commission; 
aimed at facilitating volun- 
tary repatriation of 
Burundian refugees in 
Tanzania. 

“We will help set up a 
mechanism for consulta- 
tion between Burundi. 
Tan zani a and ourselves," 
Ms. Ogata told reporters at 
the end of a three-day visit 
to strife-tom Burundi. 

“We will be the facilita- 
tor to see... at the technical 
level, what exactly can be 
done to help bring people, 
who want to come, back to 
Burundi.” she added. 

UNHCR officials say 
western Tanzania hosts 
over 250,000 Burundi 
refugees. 

Ms. Ogata said her visit 
included a trip to a dis- 
placed camp in northwest- 
ern Cibitoke province, as 
well as meetings with top 
government officials 
including Burundi 

President Pierre Buyoya. 

“The president said that 
he agreed to this mecha- 
nism and he could put it 
into practice... as of tomor- 


row” Ms. Ogata said. 

Most Burundian 

refugees in Tanzania fled a 
slow-bum civil war 

between Tutsi troops and 
Hutu rebels that has 
claimed the lives of at least 
150,000 people, mostly 
civilians, since 1993. 

Ms. Ogata said any repa- 
triation would be volun- 
tary. 

“Nobody should go back 
against their will. No 
refugee should be forced 
back and this is something 
that is very important," she 
said. 

Burundi Foreign 

Minister Luc Rukingama 
said Burundi welcomed 
the commission for the 
return of refugees. 

“We made this proposal 
to the United Nations and 
the UNHCR, and so we are 
ready to work with the 
commission as soon as it is 
set up," Mr. Rukingama 
told Reuters. 

“I think the Tanzanian 
side has accepted the set- 
ting up of this tripartite 
commission, at least on the 
technical level ” 

Ms. Ogata said her 
agency would act as a “go- 
between” to help facilitate 
the establishment and 


launching of the commis- 
sion. 

“1 think the first thing is 
to decide among the 
Tanzani an and Burundi 
authorities at which level 
the persons would partici- 
pate in this mechanism and 
then decide on the place 
and the date. And to that 
extent I think we will be 
the go-between,” she said. 

Burundi’s Tutsi-domi- 
nated government says 
Hutu rebels use the camps 
for training and to launch 
attacks, but Tanzanian offi- 
cials have repeatedly 
denied the charge. 

While visiting a camp in 
Tanzania last week. Ms. 
Ogata warned refugees to 
avoid political or military 
activity. 

Tension between 
Burundi and Tanzania led 
to several cross-border 
artillery exchanges last 
year. 

Ms. Ogata was in 
Burundi as part of a three- 
week African tour. 
UNHCR officials said her 
next stop was Kigali, in 
neighbouring Rwanda 
which has the same ethnic 
mix of majority Hutus and 
minority Tutsis. 


looted and U.N. officials 
said a major catastrophe 
was in the making. 

The council also called 
on the Nigerian-led troops 
in Siena Leone to cooper- 
ate with U.N. officials in 
the country. 

Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan, according to his 
spokesman Fred Eckhard. 
“considered it regrettable 
that thin gs turned violent 
and that the civilian popula- 
tion, as usual, is suffering 
the consequences.” 

Zimbabwe’s President 
Robert Mugabe, the chair- 
man of the Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU). 
praised the Nigerian-led 
initiative. 

“We want to say well 
done to them," Mr. Mugabe 
told reporters, addressing 
his compliments to the 
ECOMOG troops. 

He said the OAU would 
ensure that Mr. Kabbah, 
who is exiled in Guinea, 
returned to power. 

Gen. Shelpidi said ECO- 
MOG would bring back 
Mr. Kabbah “as soon as we 
are able to create a safe 
haven in Freetown”, adding 
he wanted this to happen 
“as quickly as possible”. 

Kohl ally 
slaps down 
talk of 
changing 
horses 

BONN iR) — Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl’s allies 
moved quickly Saturday 
to slap down speculation 
that the 67-year-old' 
German leader could yet 
abandon his bid to win a 
record fifth term at this 
year’s general election. 

Peter Hintze. secretary 
general of the Christian 
Democrats (CDU), told 
German radio that coali- 
tion conservatives were 
in “closed formation” 
behind Mr. Kohl. 

Mr. Hintze's remarks 
followed an interview 
given by Michael Glos. 
parliamentary leader of 
the CDU’s Bavarian sis- 
ter party the Christian 
Social Union (CSU), 
which appeared to leaver 
open a possible "change 
of horses” ahead of the 
Sept. 27 vote. 

“I cannot imagine win- 
ning a race in which one 
changes horses in the 
home straight. A big 
party can never be pro- 
tected. however, from the 
foolishness of individu- 
als,” Mr. Glos told 
Spiegel magazine in an 
interview released before 
publication Monday. 

“If the horses fail, then 
we would have to make a 
last effort to win the race. 
But f cannot see this situ- 
ation.” 

Mr. Glos also made dis- 
paraging remarks about 
junior coalition Partners 
the Free Democrats 
(FDP) — allies Mr. Kohl 
is banking on to win 
reelection to parliament 
to keep his existing 
three-way alliance in 
power. 

Polls show the FDP 
struggling to clear the 
five per cent hurdle need- 
ed to win seats in parlia- 
ment under Germany’s 
electoral system of pro- 
portional representation. 

Mr. Glos is politically 
close to CDU/CSU par- 
liamentary leader 

Wolfgang Schaeuble. 
who has been touted as 
leader of a possible 
“grand coalition" 

between the Christian 
Democrats and the oppo- 
sition Social Democrats 
(SPD). 

Latest opinion polls put 
a possible “Rea-Green” 
alliance of the opposition 
SPD and environmental- 
ist greens on course to 
win a majority in the 
Bundestag Lower House 
of Parliament. 



A Sierra Leonean man carries his daughter onto shore upon arrival in the Gueinean 
capital after a 12 hour boat journey from the embattled capital of Freetown (Reuters 
photo) 

At least 50 dead in bus 
explosion in Chinese city 


BELTING (.AFP) — At 
least 50 people were killed 
Saturday in an explosion 
on a bus in Wuhan city in 
the central Chinese 
province of Hubei, wit- 
nesses said. 

Police, contacted by 
telephone from Beijing 
confirmed the blast but 
said they had no figures on 
the number of deaths. The 
Mast rocked the bus 
around 10:00 a.m. (0200 
GMT), engulfing it in 
flames, damaging nearby 
vehicles and apartments 
and injuring several 
passers-by, witnesses con- 
tacted in Hanyang district 
said. 

Hanyang is one of the 
three former independent 
cities which constitutes 
Wuhan. China’s fifth 
largest city with a popula- 
tion of four million. Four 
or five of the passengers 
.escaped from the inferno, 
but Were covered in 
•flames', the ■ witnesses 


added. 

One witness who called 
AFP but refused xo identi- 
fy himself said the bomb 
had exploded on the num- 
ber one bus route as it 
entered the district. 

“You could see blood 
and pieces of flesh every- 
where,” he said. 

Everything within a 30- 
to 40-metre radius suf- 
fered damage, with two 
taxis and three other pub- 
lic buses affected. 

Another witness said the 
explosion was very strong 
and that nearby vehicles 
were overturned by the 
force of the blast. 

The road was also closed 
until late afternoon. 

Police in Wuhan refused 
to discuss the cause of the 
blast, but said the city’s 
police force was mobilised 
and on alert. 

Hospitals contacted in 
Hanyang district, which is 
near the main bridge 
crossing the Yantgze 


River, refused to reveal 
numbers of either dead or 
injured. 

Frequent reports reach 
Beijing of explosions on 
public transport caused by 
passengers cartying large 
amounts of dangerous 
materials in their luggage. 

News of the blast came 
as a Hong Kong newspa- 
per reported that Beijing 
police had detained more 
than 10 suspected "terror- 
ists” and seized explosives 
believed to have been 
brought from the predomi- 
nantly-Muslim region of 
Xinjiang. 

The group had apparent- 
ly beer, planning a bomb- 
ing campaign in the capi- 
tal. 

In March last year, a 
bomb exploded on a bus in 
central Beijing wounding 
10. according to the offi- 
cial toll. A second bomb 
.exploded outside a major 
shopping centre but 
caused no casualties. 


World’s second largest Muslim 
congregation begins near Dhaka 


TONGL Bangladesh ( AFP) 
— Tens of thousands of 
Muslims from home and 
abroad poured in here 
Sarurday ar the start of an 
annual religious congrega- 
tion, Islam's second largest 
gathering after the Hajj pil- 
grimage. 

The three-day mass con- 
gregation, or Biswa Ijtema, 
was flagged off early 
Sarurday in this northern 
suburban town amid mass 
prayers, Islamic sermons 
and' hymns as thousands of 
devotees from far-away dis- 
tricts and several foreign 
countries continued to 
arrive. 

Organisers, quoted by 
newspapers, said they 
expected up to two million 
Muslims, including thou- 
sands from some SO neigh- 
bouring, Western and other 
countries, to converge on 
the river bank site before 
the event draw's to a close 
Monday with final mass 
prayers. 

The congregation is an 
annual event organised by 
the World Tablig Jamaat 


and has taken place in this 
town for the past 3 1 years, 
the official BSS news 
agency said. 

The Jamaat. which was 
launched nearly four 
decades ago in India as a 
religious movement to 
encourage Muslims to rig- 
orously follow and practise 
the Islamic tenants in day to 
day life, was shifted to 
Bangladesh, formerly an 
eastern province of 
Pakistan, in 1967. 

The Independent newspa- 
per said this year's congre- 
gation was expected to 
choose a new Ameer of the 
Tablig to succeed Hazrat 
MouJana Enamul Hasan 
who died a few months ago. 

Thousands of Muslims, 
including Burkha clad 
women, from across 
Bangladesh and other coun- 
tries had thronged to the 
congregation site Friday. 

Local municipal authori- 
ties, government public 
health officials and a small 
unit from ihe nearby mili- 
tary garrison were at work 
to assist Tablig volunteers in 


providing sanitation, med- 
ical care and building make- 
shift shelters on 160 acres 
of open ground on the Turag 
River, some 20 kilometres 
from Dhaka. 

The state-run Bangladesh 
Railway said it was operat- 
ing several special addition- 
al trains from Dhaka daily 
to ferry thousands of devo- 
tees to Tongi to join the con- 
gregation. State-run and pri- 
vate buses as well as 
motorised launches and 
country boats are also pro- 
viding extra trips to meet 
growing demands. 

Bangladesh’s Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina 
Wajed Friday greeted the 
participants for the meeting. 
She, along with high-rank- 
ing government officials, 
are expected to participate 
in Monday's final mass. 

The main opposition 
leader and former Prime 
Minister Khaleda Zia. now 
in Saudi Arabia for a Umra 
and medical checkup, also 
sent a message wishing the 
congregation success, her 
aides here said. 






Muslim devotees, attending a three-day religious rites festival, wash their hands in the 
river Turag, near Dhaka, before joining a prayer (Reuters photo) 


Badweaiheri 
hampers | 
Afghan 
quake relief | 
efforts | 

ROSTAQ, Afghanistan^ 
(AFP) — Fog, rain and^ 
mud-caked roads werestilfe 
hampering relief efforts in^ 
this region of northern r 
Afghanistan Saturday as 
temperatures - dropped 
below freezing more than a 
week after an earthquake 
flattened villages and left 
some 4,500 dead 

“Again we are battling 
against the elements and 
the shattered infrastructure 
but we have to make do 
with what supplies we 
have” said Alex Faite, 
coordinator for ' the. 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross (TCRC) 
operation here. 

■The weather means that 
supplies cannot come in by 
air. but we are hoping that 
some convoys carrying 
essential supplies will 
arrive today.” 

Aid workers expressed 
concern about coping with 
an exodus from the quake- 
hit area towards Rostaq. 
The town is. already shel-_ ’ 
tering some 6.000 people 
from surrounding villages 
after the 5.6 Richter scale 
earthquake struck on Feb. 
4. 

Hundreds were trekking 
on foot or on donkeys 
towards the town in Takhar 
province, some facing a 
four or six-hour walk.. 
Those who have already 
arrived are being boused in 
schools and military gar-: 
risons. 

Many of the buildings 
have no windows and the 
refugees are struggling to 
keep warm, aid workers 
said. 

With most villages 
unreachable due to a lack 
of four-wheel-drive vehi-.. 
cles, aid agencies were 
concentrating on distribut- 
ing aid in and around the 
town. A U.N. truck arrived 
overnight carrying plastic 
sheeting for emergency 
shelters and a convoy of 
trucks fro m the French 
agency ACTED arrived 
with coal. 

Fog and low cloud was 
delaying efforts to use heli- 
copters to assess damage in 
many villages believed hit 
by the quake. So far only 
eight out of 27 settlements 
feared damaged had been 
surveyed, all by road 

The United Nation's . 
World Food Programme 
appealed Friday for more 
assistance, saying 30,000 
Afghans were “in desper- 
ate need” of emergency 
help, as its first aid convoy 
carrying 20 tonnes of food 
reached the area. 

Tbe ICRC launched an 
appeal Friday for 5.6 mil- 
lion Swiss francs (about * 
$3.8 million) to help vic- 
tims. 

The United Nations and ’. 
ICRC had hoped to begin 
Friday the air drop of 1.000 
tonnes of supplies into - 
Rostaq until they were 
thwarted by the weather. 

Emergency teams on the 
ground said their greatest 
concerns were the cold, the 
threat from communicable 
diseases and dwindling 
food supplies, warning that 
more people. could die- = . 

A U.N. official in the 
Pakistani capital Islamabad 
said Friday aircraft were 
desperately needed to para- . 
chute relief to remote macr 
cessible mountain hamlets. 

“The app allin g weather 
and the low visibility make 
an air drop impossible but 
it will still be an option for 
the next few days if the . 
weather improves,”. Red 
Cross Federation 

spokesman Jaile . 

Thorgersen said Friday. 

A moderate earthquake 
with its epicentre near 
Takhar province' was 
recorded in Islamabad 
Saturday, seismological 
monitors said. 

The early morning . 
tremors were felt in various 
places in northwest - 
P akistan but there were no 
immediate reports of dam- . 
age. The earthquake, which . 
recorded 5.5 on die Richter 
scale, occurred at 0018 
GMT, some 250 kildmetres 
north of Islamabad. ’ 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
In the latest twist in a head- 
line-grabbing sex and per- 
jury scandaJ. a retired White 
House security agent was 
cleared to testify about an 
alleged affair between the 
president and a former 
intern. 

In a deal made with spe- 
cial counsel Kenneth Starr, 
who is probing whether 
President Bill Clinton tried 
to cover up an alleged affair 
with former intern Monica 
Lewinsky, the justice and 
treasury departments will 
decline to block testimony 
hv former Secret Service 
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Meanwhile a California 
friend of Ms. Lewinsky told 
Mr. Starr's investigators that 
Ms. Lewinsky told her of a 
long-term sexual relation- 
ship she was carrying out 
with Mr. Clinton. 

Ms. Lewinsky, now 24, is 
i said to have had a sexual 
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jn-PIf'SL? . relationship with Mr. 

' Qinton that began when she 
was a 21 -year-old White 
House intern. 

Mr. Clinton allegedly 
ujged her to lie about the 
affair under oath, an 
impeachable offence. 

Agent Fox has said in 
mediQ interviews that Mr. 
Clinton and Ms. Lewinsky 
met [alone in the White 
Hoose Oval Office. 

The possibility of a Secret 
Service agent testifying 
abort 'Mr. Clinton's activi- 
ties las sparked controversy 
over the possibility it might 
reveal their methods of pro- 
wling the president. Secret 
Service agents have testi- 
fied iri other investigations 
but mostly about their own 
duties, not about the presi- 
dent they served. 

The president has rcpeat- 


Retired Secret Service 
officer Lewis Fox leaves 
UjS. District Court, 
where a grand jury is 
investigating the White 
House sex scandal 
(Reuters photo) 

edly and categorically 
denied ail of the allegations 
in the case against him. 

However complicating 
Mr. Clinton's denials, a 
California friend of Ms. 
Lewinsky told federal 
investigators that she con- 
fided in her about a long- 
term sexual affair she was 
carrying on with Mr. 
Clinton, the New York 
Times reported Saturday. 

Ms. Lewinsky even 
played taped telephone 
messages by the president 
for her high school friend 
Neysa Demann Erbland to 
hear, the Times reported, 
quoting lawyers and a close 
acquaintance of the friend’s 
family. 

Ms. Erbland met with 
investigators from Mr. 
Starr's office to give a grand 
jury testimony on the 
events. 

The testimony itself 
remains secret, but the 


Times quoted sources as 
saying she told investigators 
that Ms. Lewinsky had spo- 
ken to her of a sexual rela- 
tionship between her and 
the president that went on 
fur more than a year. 

Mr. Clinton's current 
headaches are based on his 
sworn testimony denying 
the Lewinsky affair in a sex- 
ual harassment suit dating 
back to the 1980s — when 
Mr. Clinton was governor of 
Arkansas — brought by 
Paula Jones. 

The key person who 
brought the alleged 
Lewinsky affair to the Jones 
attorney was Linda Tripp, a 
Lewinsky co- worker. 

Ms. Tripp secretly record- 
ed telephone conversations 
in which Ms. Lewinsky 
allegedly claimed to have 
had a sexual affair with ‘Mr. 
Clinton — then gave the 
information to attorneys for 
Ms. Jones the night before 
Mr. Clinton's deposition in 
her sexual harassment suit, 
Washington Post reported 
Saturday. 

The information provided 
by Ms. Tripp allowed the 
Jones lawyers to ask Mr. 
Clinton tough and detailed 
questions — such as ques- 
tions about alleged gifts to 
Ms. Lewinsky — that may 
eventually lead the presi- 
dent to contradict himself 
and open himself to peijury 
charges, said the Post. 

Mr. Clinton not only 
denied under oath that he 
did not have a sexual rela- 
tionship with Ms. Lewinsky 
when he met Mrs. Jones' 
lawyers on Jan. 17, but also 
that he did not recall being 
with her alone for any 
length of lime, sources 
familiar with the meeting 
told the Post. 
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CAPE CANAVERAL. 
Flcoda (AFP) — The space 
shuttle Columbia's next mis- 
sion has been postponed for 
two weeks, NASA reported. 
Columbia will now be 
Punched on April 16 and not 
°n April 2 as originally 
planned, NASA spokesman 
George Dilkr said. 

“This will allow Columbia 
additional time to complete 
processing activities in the 
; wbital processor facility.'' Mr. 

[ DiflersaidL 

i Columbia will be canying 
■ Ihe Neurolab, a module of the 
I nuilrinahonal Space! ab. 

! The mission is a joint ven- 

! tore of six space agencies and 

• seven UJS. research agencies. 

• Investigator teams from nine 
countries will conduct 31 
studies in the microgravity 
ftwirampent.of space. 

\ The mission will focus on 
^ the effects of microg?avtty on 
f the nervous system. 

The . shuttle’s upcoming 
mission is estimated to take 
15 days and 21 hours. 


Fire at small Rome 
hotel injures 20 


ROME (R) — About 20 
people, most of them 
tourists, w'ere treated in 
hospital for smoke 
inhalation and minor 
injuries early Saturday 
after fire raced though a 
small hotel near the 
Vatican, police said. 

Witnesses reported 
scenes of panic as the 
guests of the Santa Anna 
Horel, just metres away 
from one of the gates of 
Vatican city and St. 
Peter's Square, tried to 
flee the fire which broke 
out at around 4 a.m. 
(0300 GMT). 

Some jumped from the 
hotel’s first floor window- 
on to large plastic rub- 
bish bins moved in place 


by fire brigades to' break 
their fall. 

An American couple 
used a bed sheet to lower 
their six-year-old child 
out of a third storey win- 
dow. The child then fell 
on to the canopy over the 
hotel’s entrance and was 
not injured. 

Other guests of the 
hotel, in a old neighbour- 
hood of narrow streets, 
escaped via a roof terrace 
to adjoining buildings. 

The guests were taken 
to nearby hospitals for 
treatment and checks. 
Some suffered bruises in 
their attempt to escape. 
No serious injuries were 
reported. 


Ethnic hatred divides 
Indonesian town after rampage 


PAMANUKAN, Indonesia 
(AFP) — The central 
Indonesian fown of 
Pamanukan awoke Saturday 
to find the fires from a 
vicious 10- hour riot 
stamped out, but its commu- 
nity divided by ethnic 
haired. 

Terrified ethnic Chinese 
residents remained in hiding 
at the town’s police station 
after fleeing their looted and 
burning homes and shops 
Friday. 

“Insane Chinese” and 
“Chinese get out” had been 
painted on one house which 
hud been emptied of its 
entire contents. 

Local shopkeepers daubed 
their doors and walls with 
the words “I love Islam” 
and ”1 am Muslim.” ami one 
nailed a Muslim prayer mat 
to his front dour in a hid to 
escape the attacks. 
Churches serving the main- 
ly Christian ethnic Chinese 
community were also tar- 
geted with pews looted, 
their windows and statues 
smashed while a gleaming 
mosque nearby remained 
unscratched. 


"Tlvey just hate the 
Chinese” said Susinto, an 
ethnic Chinese trader whose 
family store was burned 
down despite being a fea- 
ture of the town since the 
Dutch colonial era. 

His mother Oei Giok Eng, 
in her fifties, said she had 
been forced to clamber over 
a 15-foot high wall topped 
with barbed wire and tra- 
verse a river to escape the 
mob ransacking (heir home. 

The pair said they had 
taken refuge at a local offi- 
cial's home during the riot 
and would be staying at a 
church while they decided 
what to do next. 

'The only things I have 
left arc what 1 am wearing,” 
said Winarto, who hid out at 
the police station, 

‘*1 didn't have time to get 
anything” said the ethnic 
Chinese shopkeeper in his 
60s. 

■“There were too many of 
them and I had to leave.*' 
Troops toting automatic 
rifles, wearing full combat 
gear and body armour 
Saturday patrolled streets, 
littered with debris from the 


riot and the burnt shells of 
several vehicles. 

"They came into our 
house and took everything,” 
hardware store owner Tjuan 
Huat said, as his wife lin 
wept uncontrollably at the 

police station. 

"They even took the rings 
off my fingers, my shirt and 
the necklace off my wife’s 
neck.” added the storekeep- 
er, sporting a shirt provided 
by police. 

Officials said no casual- 
ties had been reported from 
the rioting, although one 
man died from a heart attack 
during the unrest. Police 
also said they were unaware 
of any shuts being fired but 
a spent shell from a hand- 
gun was found in one street. 

“We tried to get people 
out of their stores" one sol- 
dier said. 

"But some of them 
refused and said they want- 
ed to die in their stores.” 

Residents said most of the 
rioters were mostly from 
outside the town and some 
added they did not support 
the attacks on the ethnic 
Chinese. 


”1 think they’re just crimi- 
nals,” one Muslim man .said, 
"People are looking for 
any opportunity to vent their 
frustration and they just fol- 
low the masses and attack 
the Chinese.” 

There was a carnival 
atmosphere in the nearby 
town Sukamundi Saturday 
morning as police stood by 
and watched looters raid a 
shop. 

Crowds were caning away 
food and other supplies 
after tearing off the shop's 
doors in the Patok Besi area 
some 80 kilometres east of 
Jakarta but police made no 
move to intervene. 

"Share the food, share the 
food,” shouted the some 150 
looters, mostly teenage boys 
but including children as 
young as five and men in 
their 20s and 30s. 

The looters laughed and 
chased each other, throwing 
stolen popcorn in the air as 
they dragged away boxes of 
noodles, sacks of rice, pota- 
to chips and soft drinks. 

They invited watching 
reporters into the store, 
where they were smashing 


crates of bottles and other 
goods. 

“Everything is expensive” 
one of the looters told AFP. 

The looters said they 
would not set fire to the 
shop as stores on either side 
were owned by Muslims 
and they were afraid the 
blaze could spread. 

“It*s social jealousy.” said 
a watching government offi- 
cial. who declined to give 
his name. 

About a dozen police offi- 
cers carrying canes stood 
and sat around the shop as 
the looting continued and 
two soldiers directed traffic 
around the mob. 

“There’s too many of 
them,” said police Sergeant 
Sutanto as he watched on. 

"We’re just trying to make 
sure it doesn't spread to 
other stores.” 

He added that the shop's 
owner, an ethnic Chinese 
man who lived in the nearby 
town of Cikampek, had 
been told of the looting but 
was too scared to come to 
his store. 


Australian republic 
push may face 
internal legal challenge 


SYDNEY (AFP) — The 
outcome of historic talks 
here that culminated Friday 
in an overwhelming vote in 
favour of an Australian 
republic could be chal- 
lenged in the courts, a hard- 
line republican said 
Saturday. 

The two-week constitu- 
tional convention was near- 
ly derailed by bitter in- 
fighting between republi- 
cans who argued over 
whether a president should 
be selected by popular bal- 
lot or a majority vote in par- 
liament. 

One of the direct election 
supporters, Paul Tully, said 
he had consulted a barrister, 
who advised him that the 
convention outcome was 
wrong and open to chal- 
lenge. 

He was considering feder- 
al court action on Lhe valid- 
ity of a ruling by the con- 
vention's acting chairman 
that the motion for the elec- 
tion of the president by par- 
liamentary vote had been 


carried by a majority. 

The acting chairman had 
overruled Mr. Tully's point 
of order that the 57 votes 
against the motion, com- 
bined with 22 abstentions 
for a total of 79, meant die 
majority of the 152 dele- 
gates had not supported die 
motion and the 73 in favour 
had been defeated. 

‘The legal action could be 
very expensive if I lose, but 
I’m all or nothing on the 
Issue of having a directly 
elected president in 
Australia,” he said. 

“1 was elected to the con- 
vention to get a republic 
where the people elected 
the president — not some 
phoney republic where the 
politicians in Canberra 
select our president," he 
said. 

The republican model Mr. 
Tully opposes will now go 
up against Australia's cur- 
rent system of government, 
the constitutional monar- 
chy, in a referendum next 
year. 


Fresh bird flu outbreak 
feared as hygiene rules 
ignored — poll 


Hong Kong (AFP) — Fears 
of a fresh outbreak of Hong 
Kong’s deadly bird flu 
were raised Saturday alter 
a survey revealed many 
poultry retailers were 
ignoring government 
hygiene regulations. 

The opposition 

Democratic Party poll, con- 
ducted at two Hong Kong 
poultry markets over the 
past week and released 
Saturday, found most 
retailers were slaughtering 
birds without wearing pro- 
tective overalls and none 
had washed their stalls 
afterwards. 

Only five per cent slaugh- 
tered the birds at cen- 
tralised market scalding 
rooms as required by the 
new regulations, and 
bloodstains and feathers 
were commonly seen in 
holding pens, the survey 
said. 


Microbiologist Ho 
Kwong-Chi warned rhar 
December's slaughter of 
Hong Kong’s entire chick- 
en population in a bid to 
contain the virus could 
prove a wasted effort if the 
new regulations were not 
strictly followed. 

"The bird flu threat has 
not gone. The virus is still 
being monitored. If we are 
too careless there is a pos- 
sibility it will return," he 
told the South China 
Morning Post. 

Six of the 18 Hong Kong 
people infected with the 
H5N1 virus, previously 
known only ro infect birds, 
have died. Two are still in 
hospital but their condition 
is said to be improving. 

Medical experts remain 
baffled about how the 
deadly bird flu was trans- 
mitted to humans. 


Tajik police arrest man wanted for killing spree 


DUSHANBE (AFP) — 
Police in Tajikistun have 
arrested a man wanted for 
slaughtering 10 people in 
lhe west of the Central 
Asian republic, an interi- 
or ministry spokesman 
said Saturday. 

Mulivillo Nazirov, 25, 
was arrested Thursday 
and accused of gunning 


down a family of three 
and seven other people 
Monday in Tursunzade, 
60 kilometres from the 
capital Dushanbe. 

The spokesman said Mr. 
Nazirov was believed to 
have shot the family “oui 
of personal hatred," and 
then opened fire at people 
waiting at a bus stop, 


killing seven. 

Russian media earlier 
described the family as a 
businesswoman and her 
two sons aged 30 and 17. 

The gunman operated 
alone, and was previously 
a member of an illegal 
gang in the Tursunzade 
region. The crime was not 
politically motivated, the 


spokesman said. 

Despite a peace deal 
signed last June which 
ended a six-year civil 
war, the impoverished ex- 
Soviet republic is still 
plagued by clan rivalry 
and is a major transit 
route for arms and drugs 


smuggled 
Afghanistan. 


from 



Jose Angel Carrasco (left), one of the 300 jailed dissidents who was freed Feb. 13 fol- 
lowing appeals by Pope John Paul II during his visit to Cuba last month, poses with 
his wife Lilia Mercedes Martell and his son Igor Carrasco (Reuters photo) 

Catholics praise prisoner release, 
call for more talks with state 


HAVANA (AFP) — Cuban 
Catholic bishops praised the 
prisoner release ordered by 
President Fidel Castro at the 
urging of Pope John Paul D, 
while calling for more open- 
ness and talks with the 
Communist regime. 

The Cuban authorities 
released at least 13 prisoners 
Friday, although Havana said it 
would not pardon 70 others on 
a Vatican “prisoners of con- 
science” list 

The "70 counter-revolution- 
aries cannot be freed," the offi- 
cial daily Granma repotted, 
even as the government 
announced it had freed or will 
release a total of 318 inmaxes, 
following the Papal appeal for 
clemency. 

Dissident sources said 12 
inmates were released around 
midday Friday. It was not 
immediately known if they 
w ere political prisoners or peo- 
ple jailed for common crimes. 

Praising the amnesty in a 
written statement late Friday, 
the country's Conference of 
Catholic Bishops called for the 
beginning of a "frank dia- 
logue” with the Castro regime. 

Die message of Christ is not 
identified completely "with 
any single political -economic 
system," the bishops said in a 
six-page message titled "Open 
your heart io Christ!" made 
public hours after the prisoner 
release. 

The bishops want to “broad- 
en and increase a frank dia- 


logue with the state institu- 
tions.” it said. 

The Catholic Church here 
has long had a cold and often 
tense relationship with the 
Communist government. 
Regular talks between the 
church and state officials — 
the first in 12 years — began in 
December, as part of prepara- 
tions for the January visit of 
the Pope. 

Now that the Pontiff has 
returned to the Vatican, a new’ 
forum for church-state talks 
has to be created, observers 
here say. 

In the statement the bishops 
called on exiled Cubans to 
help create “*a climate of posi- 
tive dialogue and reciprocal 
understanding.” 

Hector Palacios, a dissident 
jailed since Jan. 9, 1996, and 
freed early Friday told AFP by 
telephone that his freedom was 
"unconditional." 

The releases tall into line 
with the Pope's request (hat 
some 300 "prisoners of con- 
science" be pardoned and inte- 
grated into Cuban society. 

Mr. Palacios, of the outlawed 
Democratic Solidarity Party’, 
said he was jailed for criticis- 
ing Castro's government for 
not meeting its commitment to 
democracy’ made al the 1996 
Ibero-American Summit in 
Vina del Mar, Chile. 

Seven dissidents released 
earlier this month after a 
hunger strike in the central city 
of Santa Clara were set free. 


but only on the condition that 
they leave the country. 

"If these releases lead to an 
increase in the sphere of free- 
dom inside Cuba, they are an 
important development,” U.S. 
State Department spokesman 
James Rubin said in 
Washington. 

In total, 106 of 270 inmates 
on a list the Vatican gave Cuba 
Jan. 22 amid the Pope’s land- 
mark first visit to Communist- 
ruled Cuba "were already 
free,” Granma reported, citing 
foreign ministiy figures. ' 

Thai leaves “around 20 cases 
in which a decision is pend- 
ing," the new spaper said. 

Those numbers suggest 
Cuba could free at least 74 
people on the list, which 
Vatican Secretary of State 
Cardinal Angelo Sodano said 
Wednesday included more 
than 300 "prisoners of con- 
science." 

Some 224 people not on the 
Vatican's request list will also 
be released, according to 
Granma. 

The foreign ministiy 
announced in a statement 
released to reporters Thursday 
that it would free more than 
200 prisoners in the biggest 
single such release in a decade. 

The statement was believed 
to mark the first time the 
Cuban government has recog- 
nised in an official document 
that there are people jailed 
here for political reasons. 


Man shot in Belfast punishment attack 


BELFAST (R) — A 22- 
year-old man was abducted 
and shot in the legs in a 
Roman Catholic area of 
Belfast in what police said 
appeared to be a paramili- 
tary-style punishment 
shooting. 

Police said the man was 
seized Friday night by four 
men who forced a hood 
over his head. He was then 
taken away in a car and shot 


in both legs. He is being 
treated in hospiral for gun- 
shot wounds. 

It was nqt clear who was 
responsible for the shooting 
which came after police 
accused the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) of 
involvement in two guerrilla 
murders in Northern Ireland 
earlier in the week. 

The IRA says its cease- 
fire, called in July, is still 


intact and its Sinn Fein 
political wing is resisting 
calls for its explosion from 
all-party peace talks aimed 
at finding a political settle- 
ment over British rule of 
Northern Ireland. 

Britain's Northern Ireland 
Secretary Mo Mowlam has 
said the question of Sinn 
Fein’s future in the talks 
will be discussed when they 
reopen Monday. 
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Annan makes 
right move 

U.N. SECRETARY General Kofi Annan's last- 
ditch effort to defuse the Iraq crisis and seek a 
political solution have double goals. The first is to 
save the integrity and credibility of the interna- 
tional organisation in the face of increasing 
attempts by Washington and London to bypass it 
altogether. Mr. Annan has specifically in mind the 
U.N. Charter which stipulates the pursuance of 
peaceful means to settle conflicts and disputes. 
The charter only approves of military action after 
all peaceful efforts are exhausted and an approval 
obtained from the Security’ Council. Unless the 
U.N. then asserts itself It will face the same fate of 
its predecessor, the League of Nations, which after 
the World War II became ineffective in dealing 
with international conflicts. 

The second thing the secretary general must 
have noted is that the gap between Baghdad and 
the U.N. on how to conduct the mandate of 
weapons inspection teams is not so large and 
unbridgeable as to necessitate a devastating mili- 
tary action that could lead to a heavy loss of life, 
and adversely affect the well-being of the peoples 
of the region. 

While Mr. Annan has yet to announce his deci- 
sion to visit Baghdad for peace talks to salvage the 
situation from deteriorating into an armed con- 
flict, the secretary general is. meanwhile, sending 
a team of experts to survey the presidential sites. 
It is apparent though that despite prodding by 
three of the permanent council members, the U.S. 
is opposed to Mr. Annan visiting Iraq. Mr. Annan, 
it appears, wants the whole world to knov£ which., 
sites or presidential palaces that await inqaectlon>.' 
and then seek a Security Council agreement on 
the modalities for carrying ont such inspections. j 
Moscow, Paris and Beijing are stepping up pres- 
sure for a diplomatic solution. This is not to men- 
tion an overwhelming Arab support for a contin- 
ued search for a political and peaceful resolution 
of the standoff. At the same time the Iraqi regime 
must go out of its way to make the efforts of Mr. 
Annan successful. There is more at stake than 
Iraq's sovereignty over the controversial palaces. 
The issue for Iraq is now to be or not to be. No 
price is too high for the preservation of Iraq and 
the protection of its territorial integrity. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AI Arab Al Y^awnTs Taher Adwan addressed the 
consequences of a U.S. military strike on Iraq saying 
Jordan would be the second victim after Iraq due to its 
dependence on Iraqi oil and markets for its products. As 
it looks now. the Arab states are helpless and are unable 
to do anything to save Iraq except with statements that 
they do not support a military strike, but the strike is 
coming, and Iraq is standing alone in the arena, said 
Adwan. He said Iraq, which has succumbed for many 
years to the desires of Washington and its allies and 
accepted the continued inspection and agreed to the 
U.N. Security Council's demands and resolutions, 
would not be harmed if it opens its so-called sensitive 
sites including presidential locations to the U.N. 
inspectors especially if such a move would save the 
nation from devastation. The Iraqi leadership ought to 
realise that nothing can protect its installations from 
destruction and its people from perishing except its 
acceptance of the unconditional search of these sites; 
and therefore it has no alternative but to agree to this 
demand, he said. The writer added that the whole Arab 
Nation, which had failed to come to the help of the 
Palestinians in their struggle to regain their legitimate 
rights, is in no position to extend any help to Iraq, nei- 
ther now nor in the future. 

Al Dustour's Oreib Rintawi criticised those who 
continue to brag about the need to help the tourism 
industry flourish and encourage investors ’ towards 
tourism, but in practice behave completely to the con- 
trary. Citing the controversy raised by parliament mem- 
bers about Jordan Television hosting the Orbit-organ- 
ised Arab Song Festival in Amman as an example, the 
writer said it was an event that attracted tourists and 
helped Jordan earn hard currency. Those deputies who 
attacked Jordan Television for co-sponsoring the event 
pretended to be oblivious to the fact that the same 
Jordan Television had presented similar festivals held in 
other Arab states with the same women Arab perform- 
ers and hosts, who presented the show to the public 
without any protest raised, he said. The writer cited 
another example of acts that ruin tourism by pointing to 
the controversy in parliament over whether to segregate 
men and women at public swimming pools and beach- 
es. He said how can Jordan be expected ro compete 
with public pools and beaches which allow mixed 
swimming in Lebanon. Syria and Israel if it segregates 
swimmers in Jordan? He said the Jordanian public, 
which supports song festivals and opposes segregation 
of public swimming areas, had hoped that parliament 
would undertake practical steps towards marketing 
Jordan abroad to attract visitors and boost the tourism 
industry. 


Tallying up the brighter side of the economy 

LECTURING ON the Drosnec,, of rh, Indian econo- nonunion of the country increased ten-fold during the For instance, the cheap wheat im^rte^ra tWria 


LECTURING ON the prospects of the Jordanian econo- 
my at Abdul Hamid Shoman Foundation last week. Dr. 
Munir Haraaraeh painted a black picture of the past, pre- 
sent, and future of the Jordanian economy. 

Coming from the newly elected secretaiy general of 
the Jordanian Communist Party, that outcome was not a 
surprise to me. After all it is the duty of the opposition 
to criticise and point out the failures and shortcomings 
of the government and ignore the successes and achieve- 
ments. 

However, to be fair, one should not ignore the brighter 
side of the economic development of Jordan in the past 
50 years, which transformed the stagnant and primitive 
economy to a relatively vibrant and prosperous econo- 
my. This is the least concession expected from an acad- 
emician with a tide of professor of economics at the 
University of Jordan. 

It is true that the current average annual per capita 
income of JD 1.200 is still too little in comparison to the 
prevailing average in the industrialised countries, but it 
is more than satisfactory in comparison to what it used 
to be in 1950, less than JD30. Of course the above com- 
parison may change in a negative way if figures were 
adjusted to inflation to measure the standard of living in 
real terras, but it is equally true that the comparison will 
change in a positive way if we take into account that the 


population of the country increased ten-fold during the 

same period. . „ 

A reasonable and objective analyst, especially a uni- 
versity professor, should not ignore the other side of the 
coin, namely the obvious achievements. For instance 
electricity now reaches 99 per cent of the Jordanian 
households. Ninety-eight per cent of the population nave 
access to clean water. The school enrolment rate is 100 
per cent, and exports of commodities top S2 billion. 

All these and other achievements did not come about 
by accident, nor by way of ill planning, mismanagement 
and corruption. 

When it comes to external indebtedness, the lecturer 
warned that debt is on the rise under the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) programme. The record proves 
contrary. Indebtedness actually declined from 58.5 bil- 
lion in 1991 to S6.5 billion in 1998, a net decrease of $2 
billion over seven years. What is more meaningful is that 
the ratio of external indebtedness to gross domestic 
product (GDP) declined from 200 per cent to 85 per 
cent, much lower than the ambitious programme antici- 
pated. The relative burden of debt service dropped 
tremendously. In fact the problem of external indebted- 
ness was contained and brought under control. 

Finally, one should dwell a bit on some misconcep- 
tions put forth by Dr. Hamarneh. 


For instance, the cheap wheat imported from America - 
did not necessarily hurt the Jordanian farmer during the 
past decades, simply because the farmers were not sup- 
posed to sell their produced wheat in a free market with., 
depressed prices, the government used to purchase the- 
harvest at a subsidised price way above market price. 
When bread was sold at 50 fils per kilogramme, wheat 
was bought from the fanners at 1 20 fils per kilogramme. 
The government could have pleased the analyst if it 
bought the American wheat cheap and sold the bread at 
a very high price to absorb the dumping price and help 
the fanners, but would a Communist support hiking the 
prices of bread? Don’t forget that local production of . 
wheat did not exceed 10 per cent of local consumption. 
Should the government, under the circumstances, have 
looked for wheat to import from the world market at 
higher prices? ... 

Another misconception is related to eliminating sub- 
sidy on animal feed, especially in the Badia. One should 
realise that the Ministry of Trade. Industry and Supply 
was actually subsiding Saudi Arabia. The four million 
heads of sheep which' used to be raised in Al Badia. con- 
suming subsidised feed at the expense of Jordanian tax- 
payers, were not meant for local consumption. They 
were exported to Saudi Arabia. Subsidy was and will 
always be an invitation to distortion and corruption. 


Britain considers status of its last colonies 


By G wynne Dyer 

THERE ARE two problems with 
running a global empire. One is 
that all your far-flung subjects feel 
they have a right to come and live 
in the “mother country.” The other 
is the left-overs. 


attitude towards its colonial sub- 
jects; their job was to shut up, send 
money, and stay put. But last week 
Foreign Secretary Robin Cook 
hinted to a conference of the 
Dependent Territories Association 
in London that he was going to 
give them back their British pass- 


claimed by Spain! got frill British 
citizenship back. But the other 
colonies did not. partly because 
most of their inhabitants were 
black, but mostly because giving 
them full citizenship might create a 
legal basis for 6 million Hong 
Kongers to demand the same 


. . .while both the Foreign Office and the Home Office have 
been consistently mean-spirited and racist over the 
decades, the actual population has responded to the arrival 
of millions of immigrants from Asia, Africa and the 
Caribbean with remarkable tolerance and flexibility. 


Left-overs is the issue in Britain 
• at the moment: the 13 “dependent 
territories'', mostly islands, that 
remained under British nile after 
Hong Kong’s return to China last 
June. They are a wildly varied lot, 
ranging from Bermuda in the 
North Atlantic (pop. 60.0001, to 
Pitcairn Island of “Mutiny on the 
Bounty” fame in the South Pacific 
"(pop. 51), to the’ uninhabited 
British Antarctic Territory. They 
have a total of only 160.000 peo- 
ple, but it's amazing how much 
aggravation they cause in London. 

Anguilla, in the Caribbean, had 
half its surface covered by lava due 
to volcanic eruptions last year, and 
most of the population are still 
refugees. But at the height of the 
disaster last August Clare Short. 
Britain's international develop- 
ment secretary, complained that 
the Anguillans had become so 
demanding “they’ll be wanting 
golden elephants next” 

That pretty well sums up the 
British government's traditional 


ports. 

Real ones, that is, carrying the 
right to live in Britain itself, like 
the ones they all had before 1962. 
Thar was when the British govern- 
ment, facing an influx of East 
African Asians expelled from 
Uganda by dictator Idi Amin, 
abruptly changed the rules, giving 
all its overseas subjects passports 
that no longer carried the “right of 
abode” in Britain. 

This racist act unjustly deprived 
people of a citizenship their ances- 
tors had held for generations (over 
three centuries, in the cases of 
Bermuda), but it had an even 
worse side-effect. It signalled that 
Britain was no longer interested in 
the fate of its smaller possessions 
— which was perfectly true, of 
course, but also dangerously 
encouraging to neighbours with 
territorial claims. 

Afer Argentina invaded the 
Falkland Islands in 1981. the few 
thousand Falklanders and the 
inhabitants of Gibraltar (which is 


rights. 

The odd thing in all this is the 
contrasr between the British people 
and their government For while 
both tiie Foreign Office and the 
Home Office have been consistent- 
ly mean-spirited and racist over the 
decades, the actual population has 
responded to the arrival of millions, 
of immigrants from Asia. Africa 
and the Caribbean with-remarkable 
tolerance and flexibility. 

Officially, the other ex-imperial 
powers have been much more gen- 
erous towards their l 'Jeft-overs" 
than Britain. France, for example, 
has several million people, most of 
them black, living in various over- 
seas territories, and it gives them 
all not only full French citizenship 
and the “right of abode,” but also 
elected representatives in the 
National Assembly. 

But popular attitudes in France 
towards non-white immigrants are 
deeply hostile, with over ten per 
cent of the population voting for 
openly neo-fascist parties that 


promise to “send them home.” 
Huge ghettos have grown up in the 
bleak suburbs that surround big 
French cities, 'and police behaviour 
is often tantamount to licensed 
racism. 

Britain is no earthly paradise, but 
the contrast is huge. About 5 per 
cent of the total British population 
(hut nearly ten per cent of school- 
age children; are non-white, and in 
big cities the ratio is far higher. The 
racial and cultural differences are. 
if anything, greater than those sep- 
arating the “old” and the “new" 
French, but the whole experience 
has been far more positive. 

Individuals may be racist, but 
there is nothing like the level of 
tension that typefies French (or 
indeed American) race relations. In 
the younger generation, there is an 
astonishingly high rate of inter- 
racial dating and intermarriage; 30 
per cent of British-born West 
Indians under the age of 30, for 
example, are in multi-racial rela- 
tionships. 

. The -British,- contrary- to all the 
stereotypes, have turned out to be 
.rather good at living in a “post- 
modern.” multi-cultural society. 
And since they elected Tony 
Blair’s “New Labour” government 
last May, those attitudes may final- 
ly be percolating up to their rulers. 

Not all parts of the British gov- 
ernment have been transformed, 
needless to say. Robin Cook’s pro- 
posal to restore full British citizen- 
ship to all of Britain’s remaining 
overseas subjects met with an 
instant, angry rejection from Home 
Secretary Jack Straw, a rigidly 
conservative man who often seems 
to be in the wrong party. 

But it will be Cook who finally 
wins the argument — once the 


government finds lawyers who can 
draft the legislation in a way that 
restores citizenship to Britain’s 
160,000 current overseas subjects 
without opening the government 
up to claims from the Hong 
Kongers it handed over to China 
l ast year. 

. . .popular 
attitudes in 
France towards 
non-white 
immigrants are 
deeply hostile, 
with over 10 per 
cent of the popu- 
lation voting for 
openly neo- 
fascist parties 
that promise to 
“send them 
home.” 

That's really what it has ail 
been about for the past decade, at 
least: "Protecting" Britain from a 
flood of Chinese immigrants 
from Hong Kong. So they went 
elsewhere, mostly to Canada, 
Australia, and the United States 
(in that order), to the immense 
benefit of those countries instead. 
And Britain got exactly what it 
deserved: no thing - But belatedly, 
it is doing the decent thing for its 
other overseas citizens. 


New Israeli historians reveal facts on expulsion of 
the Palestinians from their homeland 


By Pascal B. Karmy 

PALESTINIANS AND Arab historians 
have always maintained that about 800,000 
Palestinians were forcibly expelled from 
their homeland in 1948 and after. The 
famous Plan Dalet, as conceived by the 
leaders of the Jews in Palestine, was a 
master-plan for the seizure of most or all of 
Palestine. The aim of the plan was control 
of the area given to the Jews by the United 
Nations Partition Resolution of Nov. 29, 
1947 in addition to areas occupied by the 
Jews which were outside those borders and 
the setting up of forces to counter possible 
invasion of Arab armies. 

The plan was also designed to cleanse 
such areas of their Arab inhabitants. In this 
way the Jews would expand the irreducible 
minimum which the United Nations had 
granted them and make their state as large 
and Jewish as possible before the Arab 
armies could srop them and before it 
dawned upon the United Nations that its 
partition plan was unworkable. 

At the outset the Jews alleged that the 
Palestinians voluntarily fled in 1948 and 
afterwards, especially in response to the 
appeal of their leaders who promised them a 
quick return to their homes after victory. 
They spread the myth that the refugees fled 
without cause at the express instructions of 
their own politicians. In 1959, however, 
Palestinian scholar Walid Khali di rebutted 
this myth by his painstaking research which 
was corroborated by the work of Irish schol- 
ar Erskin Childers. The Jewish Agency also 
alleged that the Jews did not plan the evic- 
tion of the Palestinians from their homes 
and that the rare massacres such as that of 
Deir Yassin on April 9. 1948 were perpetrat- 
ed by extremist forces led by the Irgun of 
Menachem Begin and Lehi of Yitzhak 
Shamir, In fact, however, the Deir Yassin 
massacre was an integral part of the Plan 
DaleL 


As Emile Zola says in his book J' accuse: 
“If you shut up truth and bury it under die 
ground, it wiil but grow” Thus at last the 
new Israeli historians have revealed the 
truth in the 1980s about the expulsion of the 
Palestinians and brought to light the facts 
which were buried in the Israeli archives. 
Historian Beni Morris, author of the book 
The Birth of the Palestinian Refugee 
Problem, together with other new historians 
such as Zimmerman Simha Flap an, Tom 
Segev and Dan Papp£. attacked the myths 
surrounding the history of the creation of 
Israel, reviewed in particular the history of 
the first Arab-Israeli war and revealed there- 
by the truths of the Palestinian exodus. 


ture of the exodus of the Palestinians. He 
states that some inhabitants fled after the 
onslaught of the Jewish troops, others were 
expelled by armed forces, others fled as a 
result of panic after the fall of neighbouring 
towns or villages or after rumours spread by 
the Hagan ah radio and the Jewish forces 
particularly after the slaughter of all the 
inhabitants of Deir Yassin. The author states 
also that there is no proof at all that the Arab 
governments or (be Palestine Arab Higher 
Committee had called for a mass exodus of 
the inhabitants or ordered them to flee from 
their homes. On the contrary those who ran 
away were threatened with severe punish- 
ment. Moreover, they opened archives of 


What prompted these Israeli historians to start 
their painstaking research was that Israel opened 
its archives to the public. 


What prompted these Israeli historians to 
start their painstaking research was that 
Israel opened its archives to the public. 
Their research showed that the Jewish com- 
munity in Palestine in 1948 was not weak or 
unarmed or threatened with extermination 
by an allegedly united and heavily armed 
Arab World. On the contrary these histori- 
ans have found that Israel at that time was 
strong and well-prepared for the war and 
enjoyed many assets and advantages in its 
favour in comparison to its enemies: the 
Arab Palestinian people were in disarray, 
the Arab World was divided and weak and 
its armed forces inadequate and inferior to 
those of the Jewish forces. In. addition, 
Israel received aeroplanes from 
Czechoslovakia and had the. support of the 
United States and of the Soviet Union as 
well as the sympathy of world public opin- 
ion. 

In his book Morris provides a general pic- 


the Arab governments, contemporary 
Arabic newspapers and the radio-monitory 
reports of both the BBC and CIA. all of 
which show no such calls or orders had been 
issued. Far from urging the people to flee, 
the Grand Mufti of Palestine Haj Amin 
Husseini. head of the Arab Higher 
Committee, (who was then in exile) was so 
alarmed at the incipient exodus that he sent 
a cable to one of his staff as follows: “The 
emigration of children and others from 
Palestine to Syria is detrimental to our inter- 
est. Contact tire proper authorities In 
Damascus and Beirut to prevent it ” 

A typical example of the expulsion of the 
Palestinians is that of Ramleb and Lydda on 
July 12, 1948. Ben-Gurion himself ordered 
their expulsion as proven by the memoirs of 
Yitzhak Rabin. The violent repression by 
the Jewish forces resulted in 250 dead, of 
whom there were disarmed prisoners fol- 
lowed by the forces’ eviction of about 


70,000 Palestinian civilians. Morris says 
that similar scenarios as those of Ramleb 
and Lydda were put into effect id central 
and north of Galilee and in the north of the 
Negeb including after ihe cessation of the 
war, the expulsion of the people -of Al 
Majdal (now renamed Ashkelon). And with 
the exception of the latter case all the Jewish 
military operations were often marked by 
atrocities. 

In his book entitled. The First Israelis, 
Segev quotes the statement made by Aharon 
Zisling, then minister of agriculture in the 
Israeli Council of Ministers meeting held on 
November 17. 1948: “I could not- sleep 
tonight. What is happening shocks my soul, 
that of my family and the soul of all of us. 
Now the Jews behave like the Nazis and my 
whole being is shocked." 

Pappe, author of the book The Making of 
the Arab-Israeli Conflict, describes Plan 
Dalet as a “Strategy of Expulsion” and 
observes that the plan did not leave any 
doubt about the intention of David Ben-. 
Gurion and his colleagues. The plan, says 
the author, provided for military operations 
against the centres of the enemy, inhabitants 
situated in the middle of the Israeli defence 
system or near thereto in order to prevent 
those centres from being used by any. active 
enemy forces. The operations were carried 
out as follows: either by destroying the vil- 
lages by fire or by dynamite and then laying 
mines in the debris, or by applying scraping 
operations, that is to say, encirclement of 
the village, and in case of resistance, the vil- 
lages would be annihilated and the inhabi- 
tants expelled outside the borders of the 
state of Israel. 

In summary the archives of the state of 
Israel prove beyond any doubt that the 
expulsion of the Palestinians was systemat- 
ically programmed in advance of the war of 
1948 and that the Jews ha d committed 
atrocities against the Palestinians in all parts 
of Palestine in 1948 and afterwards;- 
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Cult of noble horse alive in 

Turkmenistan 


By Dmitry Solovyov 
Reuters 

ASHGABAT. Turk- 
menistan — Hoi*v meat 
may be a popular delicacy 
across much of Central 
Asia but nut in Turk* 
menisun. home to a mil- 
lennium-old cult of the 
noble Akliul Eke horse. 

While shops and mar- 
kets in neighbouring 
Kazakhstan and Kvrg\ z>- 
tan groan with “Lazy” 
sausages and “zhaya” sir- 
loin made from wild 
Steppe horses, the .Akhul 
Teke thoroughbreds are 
called ‘"friends” in Turk- 
menistan and enjoy great 
respect. 

"Getting up in the morn- 
ing. greet vour father and 
then see your horse." runs 
an ancient Turkmen say- 
ing. 

Watching these agile, 
good-natured horses with 
their intelligent eyes, 
proudly upright heads and 
sleek coats ranging from 
black to golden, a visitor 
can begin to understand 
the Turkmens* love and 
respect for the Akhal Teke 
breed. 

“If the carpet is the 
Turkmen's soul, the horse 
is his wings." says another 
favourite proverb of the 
Turkmens. who are 
descended from nomadic 
Turkic tribes. 

Wars, atrocious rulers 
— the rich historv or the 
Akhal Teke 

Horse-breeding special- 
ists say that millennia of 
harsh history have helped 
shape the noble breed. 

The armies of Alexander 
the Great and Persian 
rulers rolled across Turk- 
men desens in ancient 
times. 

“And invaders would 
take with them Turkmen 
horses because of their 
majestic form, speed and 
stamina," said Geldy 
Kyarizov, head of the state 
company Turkmen Hors- 
es. 

Gradually the Akhal 
Teke breed, which Kyari- 
zov said was at least 2.000 
years old. became a sym- 
bol of majesty and wealth. 

“Akhal Teke horses 
were offered as gifts to 
rulers and the nobility. 
Their external appearance 
speaks for itself." said 
Kyarizov. pointing proud- 
ly to a shiny black stallion 
at a large horse-breeding 
farm near the Turkmen 
capital Ashgabat. 

“Besides having noble 
names, these horses were 
buried with kingly hon- 
ours when they died." 
Kyarizov said. 

The stallion Keimir the 
Second, with a pedigree 
dating back more than a 
century, gazed haughtily 
at visitors. 

Since they were bred for 
monarchs and the nobility. 


the number of Akhal Teke 
horses was never large. 
Kvari/ov said. 

Only around 2.000 
Akhal Teke horses now 
exist in the world, includ- 
ing between 1.200 and 
l..'O0 in Turkmenistan, he 
said. 

But while the breed was 
levered in ancient and 
mediaeval times. the 
Akita! Teke suffered a set- 
back during the Soviet era. 

Soviet era 
a black period 
for the noble breed 

W hen the Bolsheviks 
ended 30 years of Russian 
Lsarist rule in the early 
1 l, 2Us many things 
improved, including the 
selection and registration 
ol Akhal Teke horses. 

But the programme “to 
catch up uidi and surpass 
the west", launched in the 
I95<K by then Soviet 
leader Nikita Khrushchev, 
is still remembered with 
horror in this largely 
desert nation. 

Khrushchev ordered the 
slaughter of horses for 
meat in W5f». Victims of 
the order included the 
Turkmen breed. Kyarizov 
said. 

“Whole horse-breeding 
farms were devastated, 
including this one where 
only 35 or 40 horses sur- 
vived the slaughter." he 
said. There are now about 
450 horses at the farm. 

Tonnes of cheap propa- 
ganda horse sausage, seen 
by Turkmens as a sacrile- 
gious product, were a poor 
substitute for lost hard- 
curreney earnings from 
possible sales of the hors- 
es abroad. 

“Khrushchev thought 
that one tractor could easi- 
ly replace 100 horses," 
Kyarizov said. “At the 
same time. Soviet leaders 
presented Akhal ■ Teke 
horses to heads of other 
states." 

Things started changing 
for the better only after the 
Soviet Union collapsed in 
late 1991. 

Turkmen cult of noble 
horse thrives again 

Independence for turk- 
menistan — a country of 
around four million, rich 
in natural gas but nonethe- 
less short of financial cap- 
ital — has brought hopes 
for a new prosperity in a 
market economy. 

H has also led to the 
revival of the Turkmens’ 
culture after decades of 
tight conirol from 
Moscow. 

Turkmens. whose 

nomadic ancestors were 
free to elect their tribal 
leaders, often seem irritat- 
ed by the personality cult 
generated around their 
president. Saparmurat 
Niyazov. but the cult ol 
the Akhal Teke appears to 


be generally accepted. 

Amid the ornamental 
designs of famous Turk- 
men carpets, the Akhal 
Teke horse uow stands at 
the centre of the national 
emblem. 

Like Niyazov’s face, the 
horse is printed on every 
banknote of the national 
manat currency, and mon- 
uments to the horse are 
often found near statues to 
the president, who styles 
himself Turkmenbashi 
i head of the Turkmens j. 

The holiday of the Turk- 
men horse is celebrated 
with races and a colourful 
gala on the last Sunday of 
April. 

But horses are more than 
a revered symbol of 
national pride and history. 
They are also a subtle tool 
of foreign policy. 

As in ancient times, 
Turkmen horses have been 
presented to many foreign 
leaders, including Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin, 
former British Prime Min- 
ister John Major and the 
late French President 
Francois Mitterrand. 

Turkmenistan once nar- 
rowly escaped a diplomat- 
ic scandal when Iran’s ex- 
Presideni Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani was thrown 
from his Akhul Teke 
almost as soon as he 
climbed onto it. 

Auctions seen ns 
panacea 
for cash-short 

horse-breeding 

But the horse's interna- 
tional renowm has not yet 
solved the main problem 
of Turkmen horse-breed- 
ing culture — a lack of 
cash. 

Like many in Turk- 
menistan, Kyarizov says 
that international auctions 
of. Turkmen horses might 
help rake in money. The 
first such auction is due to 
take place in April. 

“At least 50 thorough- 
bred horses are being put 
up for the auction in Ash- 
gabat.” he said. 

Horse experts in Turk- 
menistan refuse to say 
exactly how much they 
expect to raise from each 
sale but hint that the price 
might run into hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. 

Noting the speed and 
stamina of the Akhal Teke 
breed, they say the horses 
can easily return at inter- 
national races the money 
invested in them. 

But it is also u question 
of prestige 

“This is a living antique 
of the planet," Kyarizov 
said. “With Allah’s help, 
every self-respecting mil- 
lionaire will very soon 
want to have Akhal Teke 
horses in his stables." 


Iraq pins hopes on possible visit 
by Annan amid U.S. warnings 


iCoutinucd from page 1 J 

David Newton. :t fluent 
Arabic speaker who former- 
ly served as ambassador to 
several Arab countries 
including Iraq, will set oft on 
Saturday for Cairo, the offi- 
cials said. 

Apart from Egypt he will 
visit all six members of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 

— Saudi Arabia, Kuwait. 
Bahrain, the United Arab 
Emirates. Qatar and Oman 

— plus Syria. Jordan and 
possibly Lebanon and 
Yemen, they said. 

"The purpose is to make 
the case to die media and 
opinion makers that our pol- 
icy is the correct one." an 
official said. 

The U.S. meanwhile con- 
tinued its military buildup. 

The U.S. chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. Gener- 
al Henry Shelton, said the 
United Slates had developed 
a detailed plan to attack Iraq 
and armed U.S. comman- 
ders with all the weapons 
they need to curry it out. 

“We have our objectives 


bid out. and we know exact- 
ly what it will take to do that 
and we'll know when we've 
achieved those objectives 
and we in fact could stop at 
that point." he said. 

In Kuwait, newspapers 
reported that the Kuwaiti 
army has massed troops on 
the border with Iraq as it pre- 
pares to welcome 3,000 U.S. 
Marines who .ire due to start 
arriving on Sunday. 

“Kuwaiti forces arc 
deployed along the northern 
burder with Iraq, they are 
rcadv to defend the country, 
said Al Waian newspaper, 
citing a military source. 

More than 40 combat air- 
craft are also on their way to 
the Gulf, where the United 
States has already .stationed 
13 warships including two 

aircraft comers. 

Saudi Arabia on Saturday 
pressed for continued diplo- 
matic efforts to find a solu- 
tion to the Iraq weapons cri- 
sis and urged Baghdad ro 
abide by U.N. resolutions to 
avoid a threatened U.S. 

attack. ■ 

“1 hope that God leads our 


brothers in Iraq to the right 
path and that they agree to 
completely respect U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 
in order to avoid misfor- 
tune." said Saudi Defence 
Minister Prince Sultan Ben 
Abdul Aziz AJ Saud. 

•■We hope that peaceful 
efforts continue to try to 
resolve the crisis.” he said, 
the official SPA news 
agency said. 

The secretary general of 
the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference (OTC), 
Izzedin Laruki. said on Sat- 
urday he was ready to go to 
Iraq to help solve Baghdad’s 
crisis with the United 
Nations. 

Mr. Laraki also expressed 
“optimism" about a peaceful 
solution to the Iraqi crisis 
after receiving a message 
from Mr. Annan, the Egypt- 
ian daily AI Ahram reponed. 

“This message confirms 
that Mr. Annan's positions 
tire close to the Arab and 
Muslim positions." Mr. 
Laraki said. 


The new Mideast Hollywood 


By John Lancaster 

DAMASCUS, Syria — 
From Lebanon to the Per- 
sian Gulf, television view- 
ers are tuning in to The 
Mirror, the Arab World’s 
answer to Saturday Night 
Live. 

Irreverent in the extreme, 
the hour- long comedy 
show takes gleeful aim at 
uncaring bureaucrats, auto- 
cratic rulers and other dis- 
tinguishing features of 
Arab politics and society. 
One recent episode, “The 
Tribal Conference,” paro- 
died a summit meeting of 
Arab leaders, depicting 
them as self-important buf- 
foons whose search for 
“Arab unity” ends in 
squabbles over soccer 
matches and a riot ot hurled 
paper and insults. 

Another depicts the 
Kafkaesque struggles of 
“Essain" — a young Syrian 
woman named after a boy 
— hi avoid the draft by per- 
suading government 

bureaucrats that she is, in 
fact, a female. 

In a region where govern- 
ments traditionally show 
little tolerance for dissent, 
such pungent political 
satire is as rare as it is pop- 
ular. What makes The Mir- 
ror even more remarkable, 
however, is that it origi- 
nates in Syria. 

Despite its well -deserved 
reputation for political 
repression Syria has 
emerged us a leading pro- 
ducer of Arab television 
entertainment, much of it 
surprisingly bold in its 
treatment of sensitive 
themes. 

Besides The Mirror. Syri- 
an-made programmes now 


airing around the Middle 
East include a lavish adap- 
tation ot Shakespeare's 
King Lear and historical 
dramas such as The .Silk 
Market, .t hugely popular 
serial that casts a critical 
eye on the brief, unhappy 
union between Syria and 
Egypt from 1958 to l‘>til. 


With a dozen or mure pri- 
vate production linns. 
recently inaugurated gov- 
ernment-owned satellite 
channel and a strong tradi- 
tion of dramatic arts. Syria 
is pui*ed to challenge 
Egypt as “the Hollywood 
uf the Middle East." televi- 
sion producers and actors 
here say. 

“We have new ideas and 
new subjects." said Hatim 
Ali, 35, who pruduces The 
Mirror fora private compa- 
ny here. “The Egyptians 
tire repeating themselves." 

Much of what Syrian 
television offers is heavily 
flavoured w ith propaganda, 
such as the I99r» hit Broth- 
ers of Sand, an ambitious, 
privately produced war 
epic whose depictions of 
Turkish atrocities against 
Arab soldiers during World 


\Sar I — including a graph- 
ic impalement scene — 
sparked lurmal diplomatic 
protests front Ankara. 

The limits of free expres- 
sion are clear. !( would be 
unthinkable for The Mirror, 
or any other programme, to 
poke fun at a specific Arab 
ruler, least ot all Hafez 


Assad, the former military 
pilot win* was ruled this 
country of 15 million since 
seizing power in 1970. 

Nevertheless. Syrian pro- 
ducers have surprising lati- 
tude. often using historical 
drama as thin cover for 
contempt *rary issues, such 
as abuses of individual 
rights by Arab secret 
police. ”-Xs long as you 
attack bureaucracy and 
generic baddies, you can 
get away with it.” a West- 
ern diplomat said. 

That appears to be the 
strategy of Ali. the produc- 
er of The Mirror. He recent- 
ly finished work on a dra- 
matic series that blends two 
works by Shakespeare — 
Macbeth and Richard HI — 
to make a statement about 
“the authority and power of 
the state, and the rise of 


dictatorship." he said. 

But according to diplo- 
mats and Syrian television 
officials. Assad has pro- 
moted the growth and 
export of Syrian television 
entertainment us a means of 
boosting his claim to lead- 
ership of the Arab World — 
a status Syrian officials say 
he has earned in light of his 
resolute defiance of Israel. 

“Syria's essential posi- 
tion make it important to be 
admired all over the Arab 
World," *uid Adel Yazigi. 
the director of state televi- 
sion. “Syria stayed firm 
and consistent and straight. 
That's why people like to 
Nee what is coming out of 
Syria.” 

With that in mind, Yazigi 
said, the government in 
19SS sought to boost the 
output of Syria's entertain- 
ment industry by encourag- 
ing private production, eas- 
ing import restrictions on 
cameras and other televi- 
sion gear and expanding 
the margins of free expres- 
sion. Syria's satellite sta- 
tion. which broadcasts 
locally produced fare 
throughout the Arab World, 
went on the air three years 
ago: the government will 
soon begin work on a new 
studio complex in the 
ancient city of Aleppo. 

Syrian writers and pro- 
ducers still must submit 
their projects to Yazigi 's 
office for prior review. 
Asked whether his office 
practices censorship, he 
replied, ‘There are no 
restrictions. There is 
encouragement." 

With satellite television, 
however, government con- 
trol is ebbing. Although 
technically illegal, satellite 


dishes are widely used in 
Syria, giving viewers 
access ter a variety of Ar.:h- 
language programmes car- 
ried by Middle Eastern 
satellite stations such as the 
Saudi-owned Orbit net- 
work. As a result, the gov- 
ernment has eased restric- 
tions on content to keep 
Syrian television competi- 
tive with foreign rivals, 
producers say . 

“The satellite stations 

have given people 
options.” said Ay man Z.:\- 
dan. one of Syria's best- 
known actors and the gen- 
eral director of the Cham 
Production Co., which i* 
owned by a son of Vice 
President Abdul Halim 
. Khaddam. “It improved the 
tastes of the audience and it 
creates competition." In the 
same vein, satellite compa- 
nies such as Orbit increas- 
ingly are underwriting Syr- 
ian production*. wliLii 
gives them greater control 
over the content. For exam- 
ple, in The Silk Market, 
this year's hit series on rhe 
Syri:ui-Eay pli jn union. 
Syrian secret police were 
depicted as drunken lib- 
ertines in several scenes cut 
by stale teles ision. 

But Orbit, which helped 
finance the programme, 
broadcast the uncut version 
to countries throughout the 
Middle East. Syria includ- 
ed. "You can watch the 
unedited version on satel- 
lite TV," a Western diplo- 
mat said, speaking anony- 
mously. Tt 1 were a gov- 
ernment censoc. I'd say 
there's no point in being 
real obvious about this." 

RcprinnJ j'r.un The 
Jt-ru sulein Aw 


With a dozen or more private 
production firms , a recently 
inaugurated government-owned 
satellite channel and a strong 
tradition of dramatic arts , Syria 
is poised to challenge Egypt as 
“ the Hollywood of the Middle 
East,’'.. . 


U.N. wins unlikely support in its bid 

for a sea change 


This year the United Nations 
marks the International Year or 
the Ocean; 50th anniversary of 
the U.N. International Maritime 
Organisation on March 6. And 
with over-fishing, pollution and 
potentially violent disputes over 
resources, there are plenty of 
reasons for trying to put the 
international spotlight on the 
oceans. Oliver Burkeman looks at 
the latest “U.N. Year.” 

LONDON — Strange bedfellows 
do not come much stranger than 
Newt Gingrich, speaker of the 
United States House of Represen- 
tatives, and the United Nations. 

Gingrich once denounced the 
U.N. as “a failed institution in its 
current form, with grotesque aspi- 
rations to be u world government" 
and "an irritant" in domestic poli- 
tics. His are also among the fingers 
on the purse strings that prevent 
Washington from paying its SI. 4 
billion arrears to the world organi- 
sation. 

Yet last year, he gave his enthusi- 
astic support to a conference held 
in Washington by the international 
environmental group ACOPS (the 
Advisory Committee on the Pro- 
tection of the Seuj in preparation 
for the U.N.’s "International Year 
in the Ocean” in 1 998. 

Entitled “Oceans and Security," 
the conference was a precursor to 
the group's global conference in 
Stockholm in February, which will 
launch the non-government organ- 
isation (NGO) sector's contribu- 
tion to the year-long programme of 
events. 

Even before the “Year “has got 
up steam, questions are being 
asked about its usefulness. 

Jt follows a variety of U.N. 
“year*" to mark global issues, 
ranging from human rights to 
poverty eradication. Next year it 
will be the turn of "older people." 
In addition, 14 overlapping U.N. 
International Decades are under 
way. including those spotlighting 
disarmament and indigenous peo- 
ples. 

Newt Gingrich is not renowned 
for his compassion, and might be 
expected to dismiss such publicity 
exercises as further examples of a 
U.N. penchant for ill- though lout, 
irrelevant, money-wasting ges- 
tures. 

Yet he announced that he 
“wished to provide any assis- 
tance... to ensure the achievement 
of measurable results” lor the Year 
of the Ocean. 


Admiral Paul Gaffney of the 
U.S. Navy hinted at the reason for 
Gingrich’s interest when he told 
the ACOPS conference that "a 
modem military must be con- 
cerned with environmental issues 
beyond its borders. Environmental 
degradation [ leads | to conflicts 
that draw neighbours and allies 
into regional turmoil.” 

Environmentalist* and interna- 
tional do-gooders have been 
expressing that sentiment for 
years. Bui it was Mil! a significant 
moment. Military men such as 
Gaffney and politicians like Gin- 
grich — traditionally more inter- 
ested in defence than deforestation 
— are beginning to heed LkN. 
warnings that the sustainable man- 
agement of natural resources, 
including the seas, is now more 
than a matter of feel good eonser- 
vationism. It is a question of 
national security. 

'The sea is the very source of life 


oil Earth,” said Federico Mayor, 
director-general of the U.N.’s Edu- 
cational. Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO), which i* 
coordinating the “Year" from its 
Paris offices. "It is. so to speak, the 
amniolic fluid from which all liv- 
ing forms spring.” he added, 
before stating that, while the >ea 
had always been a symbol of vast- 
ness and freedom, "competition 
for scarce resource* is showing 
this freedom to have it* limit*.” 

The seas, as the explanatory 
information for the "Year" shows, 
are now recklessly overfished, 
dangerously polluted and have 
become a battleground for compe- 
tition over scarce resources that 
could soon replace ethnic conflict 
and territorial greed as a major 
cause of w ar. 

The resource is enormous. More 
than 7U per cent of the Earth’s sur- 
face — 330 million square kilome- 


tres — is water, and 3.6 billion 
people live within 60 kilometres of 
a coast. Deep-sea currents play a 
crucial role in regulating atmos- 
pheric temperature. More than 
12.5 million fishermen annually 
net 90 million tonnes of fish. There 
are an estimated 36.5 billion 
tonnes of oil and 21,400 billion 
tonnes of gas under the sea, plus- 
many other minerals. 

There are untapped — even, as 
yet. unknown — resources too. 
UNESCO is fond of pointing out 
that we know less about the marine 
environment than we do about 
Mars. 

Only five years ago. divers dis- 
covered a community of giant lube 
worm.*, clams and bacteria living 
in super-hot underwater volcanic 
vents in toxic hydrogen sulphide. 
The bacteria may have use* in 
waste treatment, pharmaceuticals 
and other industries. 

But the wealth of the seas is in 


danger. Overfishing blights 70 per 
cent of fish stocks, even as almost 
a quarter of the global marine 
catch is thrown back into the water 
dead or dying, considered inedible 
or tou small to be marketed. 

Pollution — including nitrates, 
pesticides and up to fo million 
tonnes of oil a year ■— is, accord- 
ing to one U.N. expen. "a biologi- 
cal time-bomb of unknown mega- 
tonnage.” Most of it comes from 
the land, such as the pfiesteria 
virus, originating in effluent from 
pig farms, which decimated North 
Carolina fish stocks in U.S. waters 
last year. 

Many people have questioned 
the capacity of the U.N.’s ’’Year " 
to lackle such monumental prob- 
lem*. 

The emphasis of the programme 
is on events such as a relay-style 
circumnavigation of the globe by 
research ships, using the U.N. flag 


as a baton, and special sets of 
postage stamps. 

An Ocean Charter has been 
drawn up by the organisers. It ask* 
states to commit to cooperative 
efforts to use sea resources sus- 
tainably. But it is only a statement 
of broad principle — stating. "The 
oceans and their resources are a 
necessary element of life on this 
planet," — not a legally binding 
document. 

“It’s all very much a list of 
beliefs and hopes, without specify- 
ing any actual action except 
awareness-raising." said Samantha 
Pollard, conservation officer at the 
Britain-based Marine Conserva- 
tion Society. 

She said the need was to show 
governments that it was time to 
implement past promises on issues 
such as promoting sustainable 
fishing and ending marine pollu- 
tion. But the U.N. was largely pay- 
ing lip-service to ocean protection. 
NGOs would be left to shoulder 
the burden of any practical 
changes to result front the "Year.” 

Caution is necessary, hecause 
some U.N. ’Tears" have flopped. 
To be fair to the world body, how- 
ever, the aim of the Year of the 
Ocean, as with previous efforts, is 
not to establish a new programme, 
which it is not empowered to do. 
but to draw attention to :m issue 
and to encourage governments to 
take action. 

Any expenditure must be cov- 
ered by member states or raised 
separately. “Not very much ha* 
been raised yet.” admitted Helene 
Gosselin, Commissioner General 
for the U.N. at Expo 98 in Portu- 
gal. 

A few governments have 
responded. The Dutch are helping 
fund the offices in The Hague of 
OCEAN98. an organisation creat- 
ed to publicise the "Year." Canada 
is sponsoring the charter cam- 
paign. 

If the admirable aims of the 
"Year” are to become reality. Gos- 
selin will need to find more money 
— and not by asking the U.S. Oth- 
erwise. Newt Gingrich's new- 
found enthusiasm for the fate of 
the seas may sink without trace. 

— Gemini New s 

The w riter is a British journalist 
who contributes to The Obsen er 
in London and a range of other 
publications. 


The seas , as the explanatory information 
for the “ Year [of the Ocean]” shows , are 
now recklessly overfished, dangerously 
polluted and have become a 
battleground for competition over scarce 
resources that could soon replace 
ethnic conflict and territorial greed as a 
major cause of war. 
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Jordan, Iraq to sign trade protocol today 


By Ghaiia Aiul 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and 
Iraq began talks on Saturday 
on ways to expand the level 
of bilateral trade under a pro- 
tocol For 1998 expected to be 
signed today. 

Iraq wants Jordan to 
expand volume of trade 
above its levels under which 
the Kingdom supplied Bagh- 
dad with U.N authorised 
goods and services worth 
S255 million. 

Jordanian industrialists 

were pushing for an increase 
in the volume of trade with 
Iraq to S300 million this 
year. 

However. Minister of 
Industry and Trade Hani 
Mulki told reporters follow- 
ing a meeting with his Iraqi 
counterpan Mohammad 

Mahdi Saleh that “the vol- 
ume of trade with Iraq will 
depend on Jordan's needs of 
oil." 

Some officials suggested 
that the trade protocol with 
Iraq should be the same as 
last year's because of weak- 
er international oil prices. 

In December. Iraq agreed 
to supply Jordan with its full 
oil needs of 4.8 million 
tonnes in 1998 at half the 
world price under an annual 
oil deal with Jordan. 

Iraq is currently chaining 


Jordan only S8.4 per barrel 
— half of Iraq's ceiling of 
$16.8 — which would 
reduce Kingdom's final bill 
for I99S to $300 million. 

Only around S300 milli on 
to $350 million will remain 
for Baghdad from its ofl 
sales to Amman and that is 
paid to Jordanian firms for 
exports of food and medi- 
cine which are allowed 
under the sanctions. 

During Saturday’s meet- 
ing, Jordan and Iraq dis- 
cussed means of enhancing 
trade exchange between 
them as well as including, in 
the 1998 protocol, new com- 
modities that have more 
value added from Jordan. 

The Iraqi minister said the 
volume of trade between 
Jordan and Iraq under the 
1997 protocol was the high- 
est since the U.N. imposed 
i sanctions on Iraq after its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait 

The U.N. has banned all 
Iraqi exports and allowed 
Baghdad to import only a 
limited list of food, medicine 
and other humanitarian sup- 
plies. 

Dr. Saleh said discussions 
are underway to expand the 
list of goods that Jordan 
exports to its eastern neigh- 
bour to include Jordanian- 
made cheese, legumes and 
poultry fanning facilities. 

“Jordan can benefit from 


exporting these commodities 
in addition to its current 
exports of vegetable oils, 
soap and detergents,” Dr. 
Saleh told Jordanian traders 
during a meeting at the 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Iraq has also been request- 
ing that Jordan buy its needs 
of maize, sulphur, dates, 
leather and urea from the 
Iraqi market. But business 
sources say this could not 
happen without a U.N. per- 
mission. 

Also on Saturday both 
sides discussed ways to 
implement deals for the sale 
of $200 million in Jordanian 
goods to Iraq under the lim- 
ited oti-for-food programme. 

Dr. Mulki said Jordan was 
one of the few countries that 
was granted a high percent- 
age of contracts under the 
U.N. authorised oil-for-food 
deal. 

However, officials said, 
the implementation of some 
deals was delayed because 
of the latest standoff 
between Iraq and the U.N. 
over weapons inspections. 

U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan recently issued a 
proposal to increase, from 
$2 billion to S5.256 billion, 
the amount of oil Iraq would 
be permitted to sell over six 
months in order to buy food, 
medicine and other supplies. 

The proposal was aimed at 


providing greater benefits 
for ordinary Iraqis, many 
suffering from malnutrition 
because of strict U.N. sanc- 
tions imposed since. Bagh- 
dad’s invasion of Kuwait in 
1990. 

Dr. Saleh said Iraq had to 
stop dealing with three Jor- 
danian companies because 
of their affiliations with 
other foreign businesses, 
which the minister said “was 
in violation of the Iraqi law.” 

Jordan and Iraq also dis- 
cussed the possibility of 
using the Aqaba port as a 
main facility to export Jor- 
danian goods to Baghdad. 

"Before the sanctions our 
imports reached $20 billion 
and the main conduit that 
absorbed most of our 
imports was the Aqaba 
port,” said Dr. Saleh. 

Jordan's Red Sea port has 
been the main transit route 
for Iraqi imports and exports 
since die 1980s when the 
lran-lraq war endangered 
shipping in the Gulf. 

Iraq remains a main mar- 
ket for Jordanian industries 
many of which mushroomed 
during Baghdad's 1980- 
1988 war with Tehran to 
cater solely for the Iraqi mar- 
ket 

Jordanian exports to Iraq 
in i 997 accounted for 40 per 
cent of overall exports to 
other Arab countries. 


Illegal sector fastest-growing 
in Turkey’s economy 


ISTANBUL f AFP) — The 
Turkish economy is caught 
in a vicious circle of crimi- 
nal and illegal practices 
that will end in disaster if 
drastic measures are not 
taken soon, a Turkish econ- 
omist has w arned. 

"It is impossible to over- 
estimate the danger to our 
economy as well as to our 
society." Ahmet Fazil 
Ozsoylu. economist at the 
Cukurova University in 
Adana and author of a 
recent report entitled on- 
"The Crime Economy" for 
the Young Businessmen 
Association of Turkey 
iTUGIAD). told AFP. 

"We urgently need 
reforms of the legal as well 
as the political" system,” 
Mr. Ozsovlu said, pointing 
to drug trafficking, mafia 
activities, corruption, child 
labour and rampant 
infringement on copyright 
and intellectual property 
laws in Turkey. 

The most urgent priority, 
according to Mr. Ozsoylu. 
is an end to the armed con- 
flict between the Turkish 


army and the separatist 
Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) in the south-east of 
the country, financed by 
taxes on one side and by 
large-scale drug-trafficking 
on the other. 

"The longer the war lasts, 
the more weapons the PKK 
needs and the more drugs 
will be smuggled to buy 
those arms.” Mr. Ozsoylu 
said, estimating the current 
volume of drug trafficking 
in Turkey at “well over J 2 
per cent of gross national 
product (GNP).“ 

Corruption of the bureau- 
cracy is also near the top of 
Ozsoylu’s list. With a more 
than six-fold growth of the 
apparatus over the past 50 
years and inflation devour- 
ing low wages in the public 
sector. Turks have to pay 
bribes even to get their 
income tax returns 
processed, his report says. 

Another vicious circle 
pointed out in the report is 
the widespread use of ille- 
gal immigrant labour and 
child labour in the Turkish 
economy. 


"Anyone who won’t 
employ illegal immigrants 
or children "nowadays will 
lose his competitive edge.” 
Ozsoylu said. 

Although child labour is 
illegal in Turkey, children 
account for more than 15 
per cent of the workforce, 
according to official fig- 
ures quoted in the report. 

Similarly, flagrant viola- 
tions of copyright laws and 
theft of intellectual proper- 
ty are considered normal 
- business practice, he com- 
plained. 

“Production of so-called 
Lacoste shirts is a huge 
industry here, but the fact 
remains that it’s illegal — 
and someday this will 
catch up with us.” 

The author points to the 
rapid population growth, 
wild urbanisation and lack 
of proper employment in 
Turkey as one cause tor the 
growth of the illegal sector 
of the economy. 

At the same time, he 
says, the secular state has 
lost its moral authority 
over a people who draw 


their ethical convictions 
from their religion. 

This problem has been 
compounded by charges of 
corruption against promi- 
nent political leaders and 
the revelation of ties 
between the mafia and the 
state in the so-called 
Susurluk scandal. 

The understaffed and 
unwieldy legal system is 
no deterrent to crime or 
shady practices either. Mr. 
Ozsoylu says; trials drag 
on for months and years. 4f 
a case is brought to court at 
all. 

As a result, miscreants 
have little to fear, while 
victims prefer to pursue 
justice by their own means. 

"At present our system is 
producing dirty deals, and 
these dirty deais are in turn 
reproducing the system," 
Mr. Ozsoylu says. “As an 
economist I can't design 
the reforms we need 
urgently, but I can say that 
if something isn’t done 
very soon, we'll have 
passed the point of no 
return.” 


Arab Gulf states urged to 
study Asian financial crisis 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab Gulf states should 
study the current finan- 
cial crisis in South East 
Asia to avert similar 
problems in their drive 
to expand their oil- 
reliant economies, a 
Gulf official has said. 

The six Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) 
countries, which con- 
trol nearly 45 per cent 
of the world’s oil 
wealth, are giving pri- 
ority to attracting for- 
eign capital to develop 
non-oil industries but 
such investments 

remain relatively small. 
said Abdul Rahman A1 
Jaafari. secretary gener- 
al of the Doha-based 
Gulf Organisation for 
Industriaf Consulting 
(GOIC). 

Since 1980, the GCC 
has attracted S3 1.4 bil- 
lion in direct foreign 
capital compared with 
SI 28 billion invested in 
China over the same 
period, he told the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates 
(UAE) newspaper Al 
Ittihad. 

“Comparing invest- 
ments in the" GCC with 
foreign investments in 
the Asian countries, we 
find that they are low.” 
Mr. Jaafari said. 

“But the economic 
crisis in Asia should 
prompt us to concen- 
trate our efforts to know 
whether there is any 


link between that crisis 
and the large-scale 
investments there ... We 
should benefit from this 
experience and work to 
avoid the negative 
effects of such poli- 
cies,” he stressed. 

GCC states Bahrain. 
Kuwait, Oman. Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia and the 
UAE are attempting to 
attract foreign capital to 
diversify their 

economies, which are 
heavily reliant on oil 
exports. 

“We should devise 
policies to encourage 
investors, including 
easing restrictions' on 
foreign ownership, 
development of the 
stock market and the 
banking system and 
boosting economic 
coordination in the 
GCC,” Mr. Jaafari said. 

The GCC. a loose eco- 
nomic. political and 
defence alliance created 
in 1981, produces 
around 14.5 million 
barrels per day of oil. 
providing it with more 
than two thirds of its 
total income. 

Non-oil exports have 
steadily grown over the 
past decade, peaking at 
around S16 billion in 
1996. 


Foreign investment in Ukraine 
tops $759 million in 1997 



ARIES: (March 21 io April 19) Expect toiun into an argument fiom 
a charming person. You and he or she have sort of a love-hate reia- . 
tkmship. You get youredves pretty mad. but it’s really fan to make up. 

If you don’t have a friend fike this, go find one. They uaially hang out 
at art gaDeces or coffee houses. A feisty aigumem will be good far 
you. • 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May’ 20) It’s a good day to do paperwork 
Uofanunaidy, that's one of your least favourite Things to do. ‘Wdl, 
don’t feel like your whole weekend has to be ruined Look at it as as 
investment of time that could save you quite a bit of money. Have you 
done your taxes yet? That would be an excellent place to start 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 2 1 ) A person from far away will have an 
idea that could bunch you into a whole new adventure. Later tonight 
another change could take place. This suggestion comes fiomapatt 
oer. it’s so outrageous you can hardly believe your care. That s cspe- 
daily true when you agree to do it If it’s rot illegal or fattening, you 
should be fine. j 

CANCER: ( June 22 to July 21) How long has it been since you've J 
written your mother a long letter? Even if you see her everyday, die’d j 
toveto get one. The words should con* pretty easily. There are lots ' 
of Cancerian poets. you know. They usually wriieabout cozy doms- ! 
lie scenes, peaceful seashores, of all things, mothers. - j 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You're probably a little sick and Died. of 
responsibility by now? You never thought yoa’d five to see the day. but 
this could be it Well, you're in hick. AU you have to do is lay around 
and read books. You're learning more quickly, and there's probably 
something you've been meaning to learn right now. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) This is a good day for shop- 
ping. You’ Q come home with lots of absolutely gorgeous things that 
everybody wonders how you can afford. Truth is, you can’t afford it. j 
That’s OK. Sometimes a shopping spree is the very thing you need to | 
get aodvaled to make more money. Have a great rime whDeyco'ie 
atn. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) An intellectual relationship 
could take a romantic turn. It's up to you. which is how you tike it. 
The best place for an inreriu de is your own home, and the best person 
have it with is someone who likes to tell you what to do. Did we just 
say you're in control? You are! Pan of being a good leader is know- 
ing when to follow. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Somebody's telling you 
what to do. He or she is like an annoying fly buzzing around you. Just 
Jet this person ram. You’ll end up doing what you warn anyway. If 
what you wanted was to stay home and fix up things around the - 
house, your wishes wfll coincide with the other person’s. Might as 
welL It’D cut down on foe noise poDurion. 


KIEV (AFP) — Ukraine 
last year received S759.2 
million in foreign invest- 
ment. an increase of 42.9 
per cent over 1996's total, 
Interfax said Friday citing 
the national statistics com- 
mittee. 

Countries from the Com- 
monwealth of Independent 
States (CIS) and the Baltic 
states accounted for S 67.7 
million of that amount. 

Overall foreign invest- 
ment in the ex-Soviet 
republic since 1991 
reached S2.05 billion by 
January of this year. 

U.S. investors accounted 
for S38I.2 million — 18.6 
per cent of the that total — 
followed by the Nether- 


lands (S214 million), Ger- 
many (SI 84.7 million). 
Russia ($150.4 million). 
Britain ($149.9 million), 
Cyprus ($125.6 million) 
and Liechtenstein ($123.4 
million). 

Foreign -investors con- 
centrated the largest, 
amount of money into the 
food industry ($422.1 mil- 
lion ). retail and wholesale 
($337.6 million), finance 
and securities (S 1 74. 1 mil- 
lion ). engineering and 
metals processing ($168.7 
million) and construction 
(S90.6 millions). 
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SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) It's a party week- 
end There might be a tittle stress on your pocfcetbook. but not to 
worry. You’ve earned a celebration. Your biggest problem is an over- 
abundance of opportunities. So many invitations, so little time. Well, 
it really doesn't maner . You’ll have a great time no mailer which way 
yougp. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Your whole day may 
be planned out in advance. In fecL you might not get much time for 
yourself an‘weekeud.Areyougoinghoa»tovisatwto ! 

may have expectations you don't share, but you'll bave-agood rime 
anyway. You're; in such a good mood, you won’t even be able to help 
it 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February !9)ThisisawonderfuIweek- 
end for a romantic excursion. Take your sweetheart to the most beau- 
tiful place yoa can find. ff be or she is in a cranky mood, just (to wbai 
you can to make things pleasant Gentle music would be a good start. 
It might also help to do whatever your friend wants. That's a nice 
dentine’s Day gift. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) How about taking your (rue 
love shopping? He or she would love it You’re mere likely to spend 
teto much than the other person is. if you're with the right person. The 
right mate for a Pisces should always be somebody with good com- 
mon sense. An older person might have a surprise for you later 
tonight too. 

Birthstooe of February: Amethyst — Onyx 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Tolerate 
5 Costume 
jewelry 

10 'M'A’S'H' star 

14 Shaft in a car 

15 Blanched 

16 Contender 

17 Citrus fruit 

18 Steps over a 
fence 

19 Ms. Fitzgerald 

20 PARTONEofa 
never-say-die 
maxim 

23 Stadium level 

24 Plains antelope 

25 Gen. Colin 

Luther 

28 Girlish 

33 Unshaven 

34 Unleavened 
bread 

35 Large shoe 
size 

36 Venomous 
snakes 

37 John le 

38 Comic Carvey 
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By Stephen Floreck 
Portland, OR 


33 Witness 

40 Main artery 

41 Yh dig? 

42 Concentrated 
substances 

44 Conductor's 
sticks 

45 Printer liquid 

46 infinitesimal 
amount 

47 PART TWO of 
the maxim 

55 50% 

56 Church 
passage 

57 Tidy 

58 Besides 

59 Bury 

60 New York canal 

61 Repast 

62 Norman and 
others 

63 Presley hit of 
1958 

DOWN 

1 Indonesian 
island 

2 Head for the 
wings 

3 Charity 
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4 Goes back in 

5 Pale color 

6 John Jacob or 
Mary 

7 Knife in prison 

8 Marketing 
starter? 

9 Supply with 

vigor 

10 Route to 
achieve 
something 

11 Limerick 

laugher quality 

12 Cold-cut palace 

13 Asian sea 

21 Unctuous 

22 Open snaps 

25 Look of the 
moon 

26 Desert springs 

27 Dries dishes 

28 Shopping areas 

29 Gillette blade 

30 Peachy 

31 Last name in 
Communism 

32 Abbey Theatre 
bunder 

34 Stable female 


AMBUS named. 


37 Liquor libation 

38 Held up 

40 “ Karenina’ 

41 Hoods’ heaters 

43 Paris tower 

44 Third basemen 
Ken and Clete 

46 Loafer 

47 Those people 


48 Healthy 

49 ’Bom Free" 
lioness 

50 Salesman's 
wares 

51 Charles’ pooch 

52 Roman tyrant 

53 Increase 

54 Leave text in 


Peanuts 


15 CHARLES HOME? I CAME 


I DOUBT IF HE'D EVER 


FOR SOMEBODY WHO NEVER 

OVER TO ASK HIM TO 60 TO 


60 WITH SOMEONE LIKE 

a 

60E5 ANYPLACE, YOU LEAD 

A SCHOOL DANCE.. . 


ME, THOUGH, 50 I WON'T 

a 

A VERY ACTIVE LIFE- 


' 

BOTHER HIM.. ^ 
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THE BETTER HALF a By Glasb ergen 



c f n wear d| amonds. I want to 

Can somethln a more persona/, 

(-an you make a nng from my gallstone?” 


MSmmm 

Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and MkaArsMon 


TWstshte 



Answer heru 


WHERE THE RAIL- 
ROAP TYCOON 
ENPEP UP. . 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
»rm the surprise answer, as Bug- 
gested by the above cartoon. • 
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Yesterday’s 


(Answers Monday) 

SJLUME ADMIRE SICKEN T .. ' 
Answer What the /fortune teller charged fer her . , 
work — MEDIUM PRICES ’ - 
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Business & Finance 

Glass industries reduces capital 
from JDlOm to JDlm 


By Ahmad A1 Khatib 

Sptdul ft* iht' JtlfJui: l.ir.e i 

AMMAN — Li m ted Glavs 
Industrie* iUGIi. lacing 
financial problems. *jid 
un Saturday it had decided 
to cul its capita) to JI)| 
million from JDIO million 
fit preserve shareholder's 
rights- 

The three -\ car-old com- 
pany also said it had 
decided to postpone pi. ms 
for a class containers fac- 
tor)- l ea>l fur several 
years. 

" Sizar Jaradneh. chair- 
man of UGI hoard of 
directors, told the Jordan 
Times that both decisions 
were taken in line with 
recommendations made h\ 
ihe company's technical 
director and consultants. 

"They recommended the 
postponement of the el ass 
containers factory while 
keeping UGI alive until 
ihe market witnessed some 
improvement > to enable 
the project become feasi- 
ble bused un their belief 
th3t the current crisis will 
wither in a few years.” he 
said. 

“Hence, ihe board of 
directors, keen to protect 
the rights of shareholders 


and lb gain more time |<- 
prospect the future, rec- 
ommended to the Deucral 
assembly to maim.iin the 
company but to reduce sis 
capital from JD ill million 
to JD I million." Mr. j >ir . 
daneh said. 

The hoard til so assured 
them it will even all 
eftorts to sateuuard share- 
holders money and inter- 
ests." 

Compel it ion from elj.ss 
containers produced jn 
lactories based in the Gulf. 
Eg) pi and linke;. and a 
drop in the price of con- 
tainers made from card- 
board. aluminium and 
plastic (poly ethyl tetra 
phthalaiei. indicted iiarm 
on L’Gl. 

The price per tonne of 
glass containers dropped 
to JD 215 in l‘»‘C uom JD 
40ti per tonne in !•)*■) 5 — 
while the feasibility >mdy 
lor the glass coniaiueis 
factory was based on JD 
?h0 per tonne. 

Ihe inarkci share o! 
glass containers fell hoin 

per cent in |ooS \ 0 jS 
per cent in ( 4 /«7 while 
demand on plastic ciunani- 
ers ruse trnm four jvi cent 
in I9U5 to .-II per cent m 
l 4, u7 because w! a 50 per 


cem drop in prices 

Mr. Jardaneh said UC.il 
hopes io cater for the 
needs of ihe Palestinian 
nidi kiri did not materialise 
while L'.N. sanctions 
imposed on Iraq after its 
l l -Mi invasion of Kuwait, 
remained in place. 

Me .said Jordan's nascent 
glass industries, which 
lacked government protec- 
tion. was likely to suffer 
Irom global competition. 

Jordan signed a partner 
ship deal with the Euro- 
pean Union unJci which 
both sides would gradually 
work to create a free trade 
zone by the year 20111. 

Jordan also hopes to join 
the Geneva- based World 
Trade ( trganisaiion 

iWTOj later this year. 

He said I'lil hoped to 
cover the needs of the 
Palestinian market, an 
economy held captive to 
Israel and look forward to 
sell products to Iraq once 
sanctions are lilted 

L'OI. Mr. Jard.ntch said, 
began looking lor outside 
markets in late I*W5. two 
years Ik: foie it started lac- 
ini' financial constraints. 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 14/02/98 18:23 


CiRTtncy 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

CAD 

ITL 

NLG 

FRF 

US Dollar 

- 

1.8171 

0.6116 

1.4601 

125.11 

1.4426 

1796.25 

2.0480 

6.0910 

DE Mark 

0.6603 

- 

0.3364 

0.BQ34 

6334 

0.7936 

987.70 

1.1270 

3.3619 

GB Sterling 

1.6350 

2.9820 

- 

2.3976 

204.74 

2.3686 

2935.23 

3.3486 

9.9688 

CH Franc 

0.6849 

124.41 

0.41 B6 

• 

85.66 

0.B876 

1229.12 

140.35 

4.1702 

JP Yen 

0.0080 

1.451B 

0.4885 

1.1666 

- 

1.1625 

14.34 

163.63 

4.8666 

CA Dollar 

0.6932 

1.2479 

0.4186 

1.0112 

1.18 

• 

1231.91 

1.4069 

4.1831 

IT Lira 

0.0006 

1.0119 

0.3405 

0.0813 

1436.99 

0.8033 

- 

11.40 

3.3919 

NLGufMer 

0.4883 

SS.70 

0.2985 

71.28 

61.04 

0.7042 

876.37 

- 

2.9734 

FR Franc 

0.1642 

0.2982 

0.1004 

23.9636 

20.52 

0.2367 

33.61 

33.6100 

• 


Middle Eastern Currencies 


Currency 

USD 

US Dollar 

• 

Jordan Dinar 

1.4104 

Saudi Rlyal 

0.2666 

Bahrain Dinar 

2.65 

Qatar Dinar 

0.2747 

Kuwait Dinar 

3.2744 

Emirates Dinar 

0.2723 

Lebanese/1009 

0.65 

Egyptian 

0.2946 

Energy 


03s 

Last 

3revk)U! 

Brent 

14.10 

14.08 

W. Texas 

16.00 

15.94 

Bonny 

14.10 

14.08 

Dubai 

12.52 

12.13 

UL Gas 

160.00 

157.00 


JOQ 


0.7030 

0.1890 

1.8806 

0.1348 

2.3215 

0.1930 

0.4636 

0.2088 


SAR 


3.7506 

6.2900 

93485 

1.0303 

12.2809 

1.0212 

2.4522 

1.1047 


BAH 


0.3770 

0.5317 

01005 

1.0303 

1.2344 

0.1026 

0.2465 

o.mo 


OAT 


3 6402 
51343 
0.97 
9.66 

11.92 

0.9912 

23800 

1.0722 


KUW 


0.3064 

0.4307 

0.0814 

0.8101 

0.0839 

0.0832 

0.1997 

0.0900 


AEO 


3.6727 

6.1801 

0.98 

9.74 

1.01 

12.03 

2.4012 

1.0818 


LBP 


1629.60 

2157.26 

407.80 

4057.03 

420.17 

6008.19 

416.46 

450.62 


EGP 


3.3960 
4.7884 
0.9052 
9. 0063 
0.9326 
0.9326 
0.9244 
22197 


Mid-East Currencies 


Metal Prices 



. Metal 

Bid _ 

oner 

Gold (oz'sj 

299.76 

300.5 

SDver (oz's) 

7.13 

7.18 

Platinum (oz's) 

386.4 

388.4 

AL (3 Months) 

1501 

1504 

CU (3 Months) 

1695 

1699 

Zinc (3 Monthsl 

1080 

1084 

Lead (3 Months) 

525 

529 

NI (3 Months) 

5695 

5710 


Currency 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

SARiyai 

0.2666 

0.4846 

0.16307 

0.38944 

33.3712 

AE Dirham 

0.2723 

0.4949 

0.16853 

0.39769 

34.0786 

KW Dinar 

3.2744 

5.95238 

2.0028 

4.7824 

409.836 

BH Dinar 

0.3770 

4.8216 

1.62232 

3.B7447 

332.005 

CY Pound 

1.8723 

3.4022 

1.1448 

2.7337 

234.244 



Currencv Deposit Rates (Bid] 



Fericd 

-1 - 

-3- 

Months 

-fi. 

Months 

-9 - 
Months 

-1 - 
Year 


USD 

5.60 

6.50 

6.60 

6.53 

5.66 


GBP 

7.40 

7.40 

7.25 

7.37 

7.34 


JPY 

0.43 

0.43 

0.48 

0.60 

0.90 


DEM 

3.37 

3.43 

3.38 

3.44 

3.85 


FRF 

3.40 

3.46 

3.61 

3.69 

3.67 


CHF 

0.74 

0.87 

0.99 

1.06 

1.34 


ITL 

6.06 

6.95 

5.64 

6.31 

5.10 


Boiffge 

NewYork 

Newyork 

London 

Tokyo 

Paris 

Frankfurt 


Index 


Main E quity Indices 

Chng 


DOW JONES 
S/LP 500 
FT-SE100 
NIKKIE 225 
CAC40 
DAX 


Value 


8370.1 

1020.09 

5682.3 

16791.01 

3187.73 

4602.48 


0.5 

•4.05 

29.8 

•3B3.92 

9.03 

-34J6 


% Chng 


o.oi 

■0.4 

0.64 

-2.24 

0.28 

•0.76 


High 

8374.83 

1024.14 

6582.3 

17161.1 

3201.17 

4509.36 


Low 

8311.81 

1017.71 

6630.8 

16711.1 

3165.48 

4486.95 


PrCls 

8369.6 
1024.14 

5652.6 
17174.9 

3178.7 
4536.83 


Algeria to merge petrochem 
with oil monopoly — paper 


I ‘AKIN iK i — Algeria's three 
mam jtetrueltemical and ml 
tcilmug sLiic-uuncd firms 
will merge with giant state ml 
and gas monopoly, the 
S>iiuir.ich cmnivuiy. the 
Algenan ncvvspapci l.ihcrte 
said Saturday. 

I tic ik*u -paper said the 
merger move was eiulnrscd 
by Algeria's cncigy jmlicy- 
i nuking the lugh council ut 
energy chaired by I'rcsiJeiu 
l.umiik' Zeniual. and would 
ho effective next week. 

Tire {iciroehcffucui and oii 
refiner liniis n> team up with 
Sonatraeii were lumed as 
EN1P iCturepriso Jes Indus- 
tries Pelfi 'iieres l, an oil crude 
distributing concern based in 
llu: eastern city of Skikdu and 
ihe reiincr Naiicc ( Entrepnse 
de Kailiuage de Petrolci. 

11«c other firm is NaftaJ 
(Huire|irisc Naiioualc tic Di.s- 
(ribunon Jes lYoduil.s 


Pc Kolicrs KaffmcM, tlic >ta:e- 
Loiitrolled domestic distribu- 
tor network ni refined oil 
products. Liberie added. 

The merger will put almost 

all Algeria's oil and gas 
npstrcani and down stream 
.iciiv ities under the control «»f 
Soiuliacii. 

The move will reverse a 
strategic policy undertaken 
by the Algerian gov emmeni 
m the I ustis when Sonatr.u - h 
span off some aeii vines then 
LutisiJeied as secondary to 
locus ui exploring for liydro- 
eaiN>ms. tRins|K>riing and 
exporting oil and gas. 

ITio »>ii jnd e.Ls mdusiry is 
Algeria's economy mainstay. 

Oil .md gas sales abroad 
stood at about SI 3.65 billion 
in l^»7. up v. jo percent over 
I‘#.Kv They accounted for 
*Jri.5 per cent of the total 
export-, in P.k/7 


Fewer flowers for Valentine’s 
Day in Hong Kong 

HONG KONG iRi — Hard economic tunes in Hong Kong ate 
hilling lovers. 

7 lie tuiiiihct of people tuning /lowers on Valentine'-. Day has 
tumbled as the economy founders, lion sis said SaiurJay 
"Our orJcrs have dropped 2D |<t cent this year,” said (lower 
wholesaler J»u.- Chung. 'The economy is very hjJ M.uiy retail- 
cis luxe lowered tlie price of a ruse this year." 

A saleswoman at Oasis florist m I’auscway Hay s.iid sales had 
lit I veil drspiie Jrwuifiif.s Ji ■/ / vuplc n> >J using its deliver, serv ice 
She s.iii.1 tile pnee of a Jo/en ruses was kept at last '.ear’s 

HKSKXIMMU). 

Asia's econmuic crisis has hit Hong Kong's retail, tourism and 
financial sectors, causing lay oil's and bankruptcies. 
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Saudi Arabia to decide details 
of new utility in 2-3 months 


RIYADH (Ri — The Saudi 
Cabinet wifi make a linaJ rid- 
ing in two to three months on 
the details of a new utility 

company for the kingdom's 

twin mdusinaJ ciues. a top 
Saudi olficial said FnJay . 

Saudi authonuos said earli- 
er dial the uiiliry's equity 
structure would nut be open 
to foreign investors, at least 
initially 

"In two or three months the 
cabinet will itecide on all the 
details setting up the uiiliry 
company < L'CO )." said 
Prince Abduillih Bin Faisal 
Bin Turki. chairman of the 
Royal Commission for Jubai! 
and Yanbu. 

' ll will decide on CCO's 
capital, when in the future 
private investors will be 
included and all die details 
Tlw concept of I CO. the pro- 
ject in principle, has already 
been approved.” lie told 
Reuters. 

I CO is Iving set up to pro- 
v i Je mainly an improv ed 
water and power infrasiruc- 
ture in the industrial cities of 

Jubail on the Gulf and Yanbu 
on die Red Sea, where utility 
capacity is already near the 
limit. 

Tlie company was initially 
expected to sri die scree for 
pnv ate funding in the king- 
dom. vv inch is aiming to curb 
capital expenditure alter 
more than a decode of budget 
dc'iciis 

Onginally the plans were 
for a limited liability compa- 
ny with l T .S. construction and 
eneinccrine uiant Bechtel and 


L'.S. oil services concern Par- 
sons Corp Liking 10 per cent 
each. 

But Saudi otfidal.s 
announced in October that 
the new company would bar 
foreign investors from the 
equity structure. Instead, 
Saudi stale linns would own 
L'CO. at least in the begin- 
ning. 

The new plan has the cities' 
main utility users — state oil 
firm Saudi Aramco and 
majority state-owned Saudi 
Basic Industries Corp — 
holding 25 per cem each. The 
State Koval Commission for 
Jubail and Yanbu and die 
public investment fund will 
also hold 25 per cent each. 

"To keep rates from going 
up high at the beginning, we 
do not want independent 
investors. We'll have users as 
shareholders.'' Prince Abdul- 
lah said, adding that the pro- 
ject was aimed at accelerating 
utility expansion. 

"We can keep rates lower 
i with the new ownership 
scheme > because independent 
investors would demand 
higher return on equity." 

The chairman was confi- 
dent the new company would 
be commercially viable 
nonetheless. 

"It lv>oks extremely good. 
We are looking to borrow 
tw o-thirds to three-quarters 
i of project finance! from 
banks. We do not need a sov- 
ereign guarantee at all.'* 

He said Jubail and Yanbu 
would require about Sl.S- 
S2.5 billion in infrastructure 


investments over the next 
three to fixe years to meet 
soaring demand from the 
more " than 140 industries 
based in the cities. 

“Utility capacity in Jubail 
and Yanbu is very close to the 
limit and demand for invest- 
ment is going higher and 
higher. This is Why” we want 
to expand.” 

He denied that buoyant 
demand had led to blackouts 
in the two cities. Bui he said 
some companies in Jubail 
had used generators to meet 
some power demand which 
the local utility company was 
unable to supply. 

Prince Abdullah said com- 
panies based in Jubail and 
Yanbu that could not wait for 
L’CO's establishment to meet 
further power demand could 
accelerate the process by 
financing expansion until the 
company is set up. 

"If an investor cannot wait 
for l ICO. he has the abiJiiy u< 
finance his own utility 

requirements for w hich he 
will be paid as soon os UCO 
is officially s up." lie said. 

He said oil company Mobil 
was currently raising $300- 
$400 million to finance utili- 
ties. “When UCO is estab- 
lished. it pays that money 
back and lake- over." the 
prince said. 

Industrial investments in 
Jubail and Yanbu had so far 
reached about $35 billion and 
the government had invested 
about $15 billion in the infra- 
structure. Prince Abdullah 
said. 
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ASEAN central 
bankers discussed 
use of regional 
currency 

NLJS A DU A, Indonesia (R) 
— Southeast Asian central 
bank governors and man- 
aging directors have dis- 
cussed a proposal to pro- 
mote the use of regional 
currencies for intra- 
ASEAN trade settlements. 

The informal meeting 
took place Friday, and 
involved central bankers 
and officials from Indone- 
sia. Malaysia, the Philip- 
pines. Singapore and Thai- 
land. The five are all mem- 
bers of the Association of 
South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN). 

[n particular, the meeting 
explored alternative pric- 
ing mechanisms for trade 
among the neighbouring 
countries, said a news 
release issued at the end of 
the 33rd gathering of the 
Southeast Asian Central 
bank governors (SEACEN) 
on the Indonesian resort 
Island of Bali. 

"The meeting agreed to 
ser up a technical task force 
to study the feasibility of 
alternative mechanisms 
and assess their potential 
benefits and costs.” with j 
view to making a recom- 
mend on their adoption and 
implementation, the release 
said. 

The taskforce is expected 
to meet in the Malaysian 
capiral of Kuala Lumpur at 
the end of February. 

The ) 0 members of SEA- 
CEN are Indonesia. 

Malaysia. Myanmar 

(Burma). Nepal, the Philip- 
pines. Singapore, South 
Korea Sri Lanka Taiwan 
and Thailand. 
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Jordan M arketplace *** JORDAN M ARKETPLACE *** Jordan Marketplace 


DAJAN I Jewellers. Gems of the world 18-21 & 22 L Gold. A mman. Antra Forum Hotel 




Area: 200 sq.m. 
Consists of 
3 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms. 
Location: Abdoun. 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel.: 5920605 / 
5920609 
Pax: 5932605 
Mobile: 079/30007 


STUDIO HflIG 

Professional quality in 
i hour service 
Develop your colour Rim 
at our shop and flat 

* JUMBO photo size 

30%terg*r. 

• Free enlargement 

20x30 cm, 
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Grind! ays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
SweffiehTei: 623891 
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POOL 

SAUNA, 

JACUZZI 
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SQUASH 
COURTS 

Tel.: 758180 
Radio & TV station RD. 
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SANABEL 
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Sweifiyeh 
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Graf has ‘got it wrong about 
comeback’ — former coach 


PARIS (AFP) 1 — Pave! Slozil, Steffi 
Graf's former coach who now works 
with Russian teenager Anna 
Koumikova. thinks Steffi Graf is going 
about her comeback in the wrong way. 

Graf, the winner of 21 Grand Siam 
singles titles and World No. 1 for a 
record 374 weeks before losing the 
status to Martina Hingis on March 3 1 
last year, hasn’t played a tournament 
since having a knee operation shortly 
after being beaten in the quarter-finals 
of last year’s French Open by Amanda 
Coetzer of South Africa. 

And her ‘on-again, off-again’ plans 
to return to the Tour are sparking 
increasing speculation about her future 
among top players and observers of 
the game. 

The latest episode in the Graf come- 
back was aborted earlier this week 
when she had to drop out of the Paris 
Indoor Open at the eleventh hour after 
straining a calf muscle in practice. 

Normally the injury would not have 
been considered too serious but it is 
just the latest in a series of setbacks. 
The previous week the world waited 
for her to return to the WTA event in 
Tokyo — but again Graf pulled out 
blaming her wirhdrawal on renewed 
pain from her knee. 

Slozil. a former Tour player who was 
in charge of Graf during her early 
glory’ years including the 1988 
‘Golden Grand Slam’ achievement tail 
four major titles and an Olympic gold 
medal ), revealed at the Paris event on 
Friday that the German champion, in 
an effort to prove her fitness, had 
booked five consecutive hours of prac- 
tice on the even of the tournament. 

“That is simply too much.” he said. 

“Steffi is 2S years old and she has 


won 21 Grand Slams. She should be 
easing herself back — not pushing 
herself to the limits. 

“She has got to relax and be prepared 
to lose some matches. The trouble is 
she hates losing and I think she is also 
terrified of the reaction in the German 
press if she fails to succeed.” 

Jana Novotna, the top-seed in the 
Paris Indoor Open and one of Graf's 
long-standing rivals, is eight months 
older than the former champion and is 
playing her first event of 1998 having 
deliberately bypassed the Australian 
Open in order concentrate on her fit- 
ness and on being fresh for what could 
be her last season. 

“Nobody knows quite what the situ- 
ation is — but obviously this latest 
tournament withdrawal is a serious 
blow to Steffi.’’ said Novotna, who 
won her first major title lasr November 
when she triumophed in the WTA 
Championships. 

The Czech player, who has played 
some memorable matches against Graf 
despite a record of only four wins in 
30 encounters, said: “Anybody can 
drop out of a tournament at the last 
minute. It is just one of those things, 
but this has happened to Steffi several 
times now — so perhaps it is becom- 
ing more of a psychological problem 
for her. 

“Ail of the players would love to see 
her come back... but it's going to be 
very, very tough for her after such a 
long time away to get back to the rop ." 

Novotna said she doubted that Graf, 
who was told by doctors on Monday to 
rest for at least a week, would play in 
next week's WTA tournament in 
Hanover. 

“Making her comeback in Germany 


would put a lot of extra pressure on 
her. I think she is more likely to try to 
play her first tournament in Linz the 
following week.” 

“Of course I could be wrong. Steffi 
loves a challenge. But she will need to 
stay healthy and it will take time for 
her to get back. We shall just have to 
wait and see.” 

Novotna’s com pa trior and coach. 
Hana Mandlikova, a former singles 
winner at the Australian, French and 
United States Opens, doubted Graf 
would ever climb back to the top. 

“She is a very determined and sin- 
gle-minded player. And 1 am sure she 
can still do really well in many major 
tournaments. But it is going to be very 
difficult for her. 

“It has always been tough at the top. 
But these days it is even tougher. 
There are so many talented young 
players coming through" she said, 
referring to the 17-year-old Hingis 
who is sitting on top of the rankings 
after winning four of the last five 
Grand Slam events — and to the new 
generation of players, led by the big- 
hitting American teenage sisters Venus 
and Serena Williams and the 1 6- year- 
old Koumikova. who are fast estab- 
lishing themselves as the elite in the 
world hierarchy. 

French Open champion Iva Majoli of 
Croatia admitted that Graf was “total- 
ly different" from any other player and 
said that her ambition to return had 
surprised her. 

“I mean — she’s won everything 
there is and done everything there is to 
do. So why does she want to return? I 
know that if it were me — 1 wouldn’t 
try to come back." 


Knicks 
win as 
Bulls upset 
Hawks 


ORLANDO (AP) — Allan. 
Houston scored 23 points 
and larry johnson had 19 to. 
lead the New York Knicks 
to a 99-83 victory over the 
Orlando Magic on Friday 
night. 

The Magic got just two 
points in 24 minutes from 
hobbling All-Star guard 
Penny Hardaway, who has 
been the subject of trade 
talks with several teams this 
week. Orlando’s leading 
scorer left in the final 
minute of the third quarter 
and finished 0-for-5 from 
the field. 

Chris Mills had 15 points 
for New York and Charles 
Oakley had 13 points and 
seven rebounds before 
being ejected for a flagrant 
foul on Outlaw with 3:03 
left. Orlando's Derek 
Harper was ejected less than 
two minutes later, after foul- 
ing Chris Childs. Harper 
drew two technicals for 
exchanging words with 
Childs and then the offi- 
cials. 

• Dallas Mavericks 85, 

Indiana Pacers 82, 2 over- 
times: At Indianopolis, 

Michael Finley hit a game- 
winning 3-pointer at the 
buzzer as Dallas snapped a 
22-game road losing streak. 

Finley, who scored 32 
points, snapped an 0-for-S 
slump from the field before 
hitting the game-winning 
shot. 

Earlier, the teams set 
records for scoring futility 
as Indiana built a 34-24 
half time lead. That tied the 
National Basketball 

Association record for the 
fewest points scored in a 
half, set on Jan. 15, 1955 
when Syracuse played fort 
wayne at Buffalo. New 
York. 

• Charlotte Hornets 103, 
Philadelphia 76ers 96: At 
Charlotte, North Carolina, 
Glen Rice scored 40 points 
as Charlotte held off 



Toronto Raptors forward Reggie Slater is out-rebounded by New Jersey Nets forward 
Chris Gatling (L) in the first period of their NBA game February 13 at the 
Meadow lands Arena in East Rutherford. Nets blew out the Raptors 130-115 
(Reuters photo) 


Philadelphia. 

Vernon Maxwell added 19 
points off the bench for the 
Hornets, who beat 
Philadelphia for the seventh 
straight time. Matt Geiger 
scored 14 points and 
grabbed 11 rebounds. 

Allen Iverson scored 13 of 
his 30 points for the 76ers in 
the final 5:21 of the game. 
His three-point play with 
1:16 left closed 
Philadelphia to 97-93. But 
Geiger’s tip-in and rice's 3- 
pointer in the final minute 
sealed the win. 

• New Jersey Nets 130, 
Toronto Raptors 115: At 
East Rutherford. New 
Jersey, what was left of the 
Toronto Raptors after trad- 
ing star point guard Damon 
Stoudamire wasn't much, 
and the New Jersey Nets 
had no problem beating 
them. 

Keith Van Horn had .24 
points and 12 rebounds and 
Jayson Williams had 20 
points and 12 rebounds as 
the Nets overwhelmed the 
seven healthy players 
Toronto had on hand less 
than five hours after 
Stoudamire and two other 
players were traded to 
Portland and coach Darrell 


Walker resigned. 

The Nets never trailed 
after closing the first quarter 
with a 13-2 spurt to take a 
29-19 lead. 

• Miami Heat 100, 
Detroit Pistons 86: At 
Miami, Alonzo Mourning 
scored a season-high 39 
points with 15 rebounds 
and seven blocks as the 
Miami Heat beat Detroit but 
lost Jamal Mashbum with a 
fractured thumb. 

Mashbum, a starting for- 
ward was injured while 
attempting a dunk with 7:28 
left in the second quarter. 
There was no immediate 
word on how long he would 
be oul 

The Atlantic- leading Heat 
won for the fourth time in 
five games and beat the 
Pistons for the 1 1th time in 
12 meetings. 

Grant Hill led Detroit with 
22 points. 

• Chicago Bulls 112, 
Atlanta Hawks 110: At 
Chicago. Michael Jordan's 
4.5-metre jumper at the 
buzzer lifted Chicago over 
Atlanta after the Bulls blew 
a 23-point lead. 

Jordan finished with 37 
points, scoring 12 of the 
Bulls' final 15 points and 


once again bailing them out 
in the stretch. 

His jumper with 10.8 sec- 
onds left put Chicago ahead 
110-108. But Steve Smith, 
who scored 26 to lead the 
Hawks, then hit a pair of 
free throws to tie the game 
with 4.3 seconds to go. 

After a timeout, Toni 
Kukoc inbounded the ball to 
Jordan, who dribbled past 
smith and Chucky Brown 
before hitting the game- 
winner. 

• Minnesota 

Timberwolves 107, Denver 
Nuggets 80: At Denver, 
Stephon Marbury had 22 
points and Kevin Garnett 
added 21 points and 11 
rebounds as the minnesota 
Timberwolves beat the list- 
less Nuggets. 

Most of the 188-centime- 
tre Marbury’s baskets came 
on driving layups and close- 
in shots, while the Nuggets 
settled for outside jumper 
after outside jumper en 
route to 33 per cent shoot- 
ing. 

The Timberwolves shot 55 
per cent from the floor and 
won for the second time in 
five games without starting 
forward Tom Gugliotta. 


Bjorkman 
comes 
through 
stiff test 


DUBAI (AFP) — Top seed 
Jonas Bjorkman of Sweden 
survived a tough first set 
challenge from Carlos 
Moya to advance to the 
semi-finals of the Dubai 
Open on Friday. 

Bjorkman’s 7 : 6 (7/3). 6-1 
victory means he now faces 
another Spaniard, Alex 
Corretja for a place in the 
final. 

The second semi pitches 
former champion Wayne 
Ferreira of South Africa 
against sixth seed Felix 
Mantilla from Spain. 

Struggling in what he 
described as the strongest 
wind he had ever played in. 
Bjorkman faced five break 
points that would have left 
his Spanish opponent serv- 
ing for the first set at 6-5. 

But Bjorkman survived 
that crisis, claimed the 
tiebreak in comfort, and 
then swept through the sec- 
ond set against the demor- 
alised Moya to win 7-6. 6- 
1. 

“It was tough conditions, 
but you just have to stay 
positive, and maybe that 
was a key to the match. He 
got more frustrated than 
me,” said the victorious 
Swede. 

“It was extremely hard to 
even hit the ball some- 
times. and I was working 
hard with my footwork and 
to be aggressive. The 
longer the match went the 
better I played.” 

Ferreira overcame 

Germany's Nicolas Kiefer 
6-3. 6-2 after play was 
delayed for more than an 
hou? and then transferee' 
fropj. Centre to the Number 
One court because 
overnight rain had crept 
under the court surface. 

“1 was actually the one 
who noticed it when I prac- 
tised,” said Ferreira. 

*1 stepped on a crack and 
water came up all over. 
They made the right deci- 
sion to move the match 
because there was so much 
water underneath.” 

Ferreira then adjusted 
better to the windy condi- 
tions and dominated 
Kiefer. The South African 
didn't face a break point in 
the entire match, and was 
gifted the first set when his 
German opponent foot- 
faulted on set point. 

Another double-fault 
gave Ferreira an .early 
break in the second set and 
Ferreira broke yet again in 
the final game. 

Injury has seen Ferreira’s 
ranking slump, but he is 
now back to full fitness and 
ready to return to the top 
10 . 

“I’m definitely capable of 
winning this tournament 
and getting back to the top 
10. I’m very close to being 
back to my best,” he 
warned. 

Rain halted play between 
Felix Mantilla and Alberto 
Berasategui for 90 minutes 
with the score at 4-4, and 
when the match resumed it 
was Mantilla who edged to 
a 6-4, 6-4 victory. 

In the remaining quarter- 
final, another all -Spanish 
affair, fourth seed Alex 
Corretja outlasted Carlos 
Costa, taking two hours 40 
minutes to secure a 7-6 
(7/1), 5-7. 6-4 win. 
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Moroccon Hadji El Moustafa (L) jumps for the ball with Mozambican Taulbutfine_ 
Nuro OR) during the hosting of the African Nations Cup soccer tournament in Bobo- 
Dioul ass o. Morocco beat Mozambique 3-0 in the Group D match (Renters photo) 


African Nations Cup 

Egypt through, South Africa 
and Morocco must wait 


BOBO-DIOULASSO, Burkina Faso (AFP) 
— Egypt have moved into the quarter-finals 
and World Cup finalists Morocco and South 
Africa are on course for the last eight as the 
African Nations Cup here moves into its 
second week. 

; Ex&tly sever^W^'^T46^^' 
start of this biennial event,, which, reaches a 
climax with the' Feti inary ! 2£> : filial In ’ 
Burkina’s capital Ouagadougou, the top 
teams have been excelling as expected. 

Hossam Hassan has been the talk of 
Bobo-Dioulasso with his five goals in two 
matches as Egypt beat Zambia 2-0 and 
Mozambique 4-0 to earn their last eight 
berth with just one group D match against 
Morocco left in Ouagadougou on Tuesday. 

Egypt coach Mahmoud A1 G oh ary, a for- 
mer army colonel and who was recalled as 
coach last March, was particularly pleased 
with Hossam. 

“Hossam Hassan has proved what a great 
goaiscorer he is. It’s easy winning marches 
when you know someone is going to put it 
into the back of the net when he gets a 
chance. 

“Let’s not get too carried away because 
this is the group stages, but Hossam has 
been fabulous. And so has the rest of the 
team — you can’t score goals unless you 
team creates the chances.” On a down note 
for Egypt, midfielder Ahmed Hassan, 
already booked against Mozambique and 


given a second yellow card for time wast- . 
ing, misses their final game. 1 

Morocco also have one foot in the quar- . 
ter-finals following their resounding 3-0 > 
win over competition -outsiders 
Mozambique in group D. Said Chiba scored j 
u dffer nffiutes. Air al-Khattabr -added* 7 
another, two minutes later .and. substituted 
fertout scored another eight minutes before 
time. 

Morocco have represented Africa at die i 
World Cup a record-equalling four times I 
yet have made little impact on the Nations 
Cup with just one title. T 

hat came in Ethiopia 22 years ago and the ■ 
best the Lions of the Adas have done since ■ 
is fourth-places finishes in 1986 and 1988, ‘ 
when they hosted the tournament- But tbey.j 
are on course for the last eight even if they 
have not been particularly outstanding, i 
South Africa, who only had two days to pre- • 
pare, will go through from group C with a-j 
victory over Namibia in their last match on ; 
Monday. 

However, South Africa, who drew 0-0 
with Angola and 1-1 with Ivory Coast, must j 
make sure they beat Namibia. Should South , 
Africa draw against Namibia and Angola , 
draw against Ivory Coast, Angola, who, 
would be on three points along with South , 
Africa, would earn second place in the, 
group behind Ivory Coast, having scored , 
more goals. 
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Hamburg spoil Cologne’s party 




BONN (AFP) — 
Hamburg’s 2-1 away victo- 
ry spoiled Cologne’s 50th 
anniversary celebrations 
Friday and left at least 
seven teams in the relega- 
tion danger zone. 

Neither side produced 
attractive'' football and both 
teams were clearly interest- 
ed more in points than acco- 
lades. . 

Hamburg pressed hard in 
the opening half, denying 
Cologne room ia the mid- 
field. 

“I think we played one of 
our best away games,” said 
Hamburg coach Frank 
Pagelsdorf after the win 
winch propelled the club 
five places from bottom to 
13th. 

Hasan Salihamidzic 
opened Hamburg's account 
on the hour and the visitors 


went further dear when 
Bemd HoUerbach converted 
a free kick while Rene 
Tretschok's 87th minute 
goal came too late to alter 
the final result 

It left a sour taste in the 
mouths of Cologne’s cos- 
tumed Kameval celebrants 
who were on hand in the 
VIP area to toast the club's 
50tb anniversary. 

Hamburg and Cologne are 
the only two founding 
members of the Bundesliga 
who have never been rele- 
gated in the German 
league's 35 years of exis- 
tence. 

In Friday's other match, 
Borussia Dortmund’s 1-0 
win in Karlsruhe came 
thanks to a goal from Heiko 
Herrlich shortly before half 
time. 

The win puts Dortmund 


into eighth spot — just five 
points away from a UEFA 
Cup spot next season. 

Dortmund finished with 
ten men after Austrian 
sweeper Wolfgang 

Feiersinger was sent off in 
the 73rd minute for his sec- 
ond bookable foul. 

Werder Bremen and 
Duisburg. - meanwhile, 
shared the points with a 2-2 
draw. The game marked the 
return of Bremen's play- 
maker Andreas Herzog after 
four months away because 
of toe surgery. .... . 

On Saturday Stuttgart 
play leaders Kaiserslautern 
while rivals Bayern Munich 
travel to the capital for a 
showdown with Hertha 
Berlin. 
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Pierce Brosnan as 
James Bond 


007...TOMORROW 
NEVER DIES 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 
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Harrison Ford in 

AIR FORCE ONE 


Shows: 10:30, 8:30, 3:30, 
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I KNOW WHAT YOU 
DID LAST SUMMER 
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Brad Pht...in 


SEVEN YEARS 
IN TIBET 
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NOW ON DAILY 


THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE: 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hishdm Yanes 
and Amal Dabbas 
For reservations call: 640155, 625155 _ 
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Huber 
in Paris 


PARIS (AFP) — Man, Pierce, 
(jinnanj: in pain and needing 
Several visits from VVTA train- 
er ii* Chaffin in the lira set 
because of an injuiy 10 )h.*r 
ngju shoulder, iinaily won a 
ihnse-sel showdown with 
Gorman}'’!! Alike Huber to 
reach the semi-final;, at the 
Paris fndour Open on Fridas. 

Bui her I *6. 6- 1 . 6-2 win left 
Huber clearly disgruntled and 
man}’ feeling the German had 
been cheated. 

Il was pun: Pierce. 

The erratic 23-> ear-old 

French No. I was non-eMStant 
. in the first set, mixed unstop- 
£ pablc winners with unforced 
7 or on> in the second, and gave 
ihc fiflh-seeded Huber no 
rahra tu work from with her 
slop-start tennis in the third. 

**Wbal can I say - .*" shrugged 
a disappointed Huber al ter the 
rreich. 

"1 thought she was going tu 
retire at the end of the first set 
Then she hits winners. It u as a 
strange match. But that’s how 
ir is when you play Mary.” 
Pierce .said that she had felt a 
pain from her shoulder in her 
first service game — but 
quickly claimed that her new- 
style serving action with its 
lower toss had not been 
rcspoosablc. 

. “I’m very happy to have 
< won this match and I hope that 
alter treatment tonight I shall 
be OK for tomorrow." 

Pierce now plays top-seed 
Jana Novotna for a place in the 
final — a player who has 
always beaten Iter in five 
career meetings. 

Novotna had to go the dis- 
tance against Austria’s 
Barbara Paulus. who came on 
court wearing more bandages 
per square inch than can usu- 
ally be seen with both her right 
elbuw, wrists and left knee 
heavily strapped. 

The 29-year-old Czech, who 
won her first major tourna- 
ment when she triumphed at 
the WTA Championships last 
November, clinched a 6-2. 1- 
6, 64 victory. 

In the other half of the draw. 
Dominique Van Roost scored 
one of the best wins of her 
lamer when site outplayed 
French Open champion Jva 
Majoli 7-5. 6-3. 

"I have to admit that l don't 
know who my next opponent 
will be," said the 24-year-old 
sixth-seeded Belgian who had 
not looked any further in the 
tournament draw when she 
was told she was playing the 
second-seeded Majoli in the 
.wood-round. 

Van Roost has been posting 
remarkable form this season. 
She opened 1998 by winning 
Auckland and was then run- 
ner-up in Hobart before finally 
miming out of steam in the 
third-round of the Australian 
Open. 

“1 knew 1 would have to 
fight against 1 va and take risks 
— and today it came off'.’ ‘ said 
the Belgian player who now 
faces fourth-seed Naiahalie 
Tauriat who put out uasceded 
Tucky-loser’ Sarah Pitkowski 
6-1, 2-6, 7-6 (8/6 k 



Olympic jinx strikes again at Nagano 



The Italy -I team of Guenther Huber and Antonio 
Tartaglia push off at the start of their first run in the 
Olympic bio-man bobsleigh competition in Nagunn. 
iL&Iy-I led the competition after the first of four runs 
1 Reuters photo) 

No change at the 
top in France 

PARIS I AFP ) — Then: w as nu change at the lop « if the French 
tira division Friday night with the ‘triple M* pacesetters — 
Marseille, Metz and Monaco — all scoring impressive wins. 

Marseille came away 4-0 winners fnun Toulouse, U tanks to 
goals from Dugarry i22), Roy (78). Gnivelainc (79) and 
Ravanelli (85) 

A 58th minute goal from Jager ensured Metz a I -0 home win 
over visiting Strasbourg. 

And Monaco beat visiting Le Havre 2-ti — their goals com- 
ing from Trczeguet (53) and Ikpeba (70). 

But Paris St, Gemiain were plunged deeper into crisis when 
they crashed !-0 at home to Names — their third consecutive 
home loss and a result which pul manager RicunJo'sjuh on the 
line. 

Bordeaux finally ended their victory drought. After four win- 
less matches they saw uflf visiting Montpellier 3-1. 

And at the foot of the table Cannes beat Bastia I -0 in a match 
in which four players were sent off — Barul (54 ) and Frenay 
(70) getting their matching orders for Cannes and F. Mendy 
(61 ) and Garrido (89) being shown the red card for Bastia. 


French First Division 

Cannes 1 

Lyon 1 

Monaco 2 
Toulouse 0 
Bordeaux 3 
P. S. Germain 0 
Metz 1 

English League 

Division Three 
Cambridge Utd I 
Colchester 2 
FA Cup 

Sheff Utd 1 
.African Nations Cup 


Bastia 

Guingamp 

Le Havre 

Marseille 

Montpellier 

Nantes 

Strasbourg 


Lincoln City 
Mansfield 

Reading 


Morocco 3 Mozambique 

Egypt 9 Zambia 

Egypt qualify for quarter-finals 


Bundesiiga 

Karlsruhe 0 

Werder Bremen 2 
Cologne 1 


B. Dortmund 

Duisburg 

Hamburg 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
* TANNArf HIRSCH 


PREEMPTIVE STRIKE 


East-Weal vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 
A G S3 
CJ85 
4K9G3 
+ 1072 


WEST 
*982 
CKQ76 
6QJ52 
+ K6 


EAST 
+ 104 
793 
O A 10 8 7 
+Q98S4 


"SOUTH 
+AKQJ7 
OA 1042 

'5 4 

+ AJ3 
bidding: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

** Pass 10 P*“ 

. Pm LVT Pa- 

85 Pew 2* Pa** 

Pm« Pew 

Opening lent): Two of * 

Knowing the technically correct 
(day can lead to interesting potsibu- 
rtitt. See bow George Mittelaon “ 
Toronto turned this into an novaa- 
tageonadeal frein an international 

tournament in Holland. 

_ South's one -cl nb opening w ® s 


artificial and forcing. £uvi the rest of 
the auction wot natural. When 
North could do no more than take a 
preference to two spudes. South 
emir no reason w proceed further. 

Mittelraan. West, led a trump, 
and it might ioem ih.il declarer has 
an euey path home with five uynjP 
tricks, two hearts and a dub. 
Declarer won in hand arid itA a dia- 
mond to the king and ace. and East 
persisted with 0 trump. 

Declarer won and drew the lust 
trump before cashing the ace ol 
hearts and continuing with a low 
! heart- Weft knew that the tcclwy 
GtUy correct play for declarer in thia 
situation in to finesse dummy s 
eight — it win> whenever the suit 
.breaks 3-3 or Eu.-t holds a double- 
ton honor. More importantly. west 
I knew that declarer, a world cham- 
pion. was aware ol the right thing 
to do. So, without blinking aft ««■- 
lash, MiUelmdfl followed with a low 

Sure enough, declarer pluyjsd 
eight from the table and East s nine 
won. There was no way for d«mrw 
.to avoid losing two more heart 
•tricks and. With no entry w the 
board, two club ineks well — 
down one 
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Passport 

Missing 

I, SURJIT KUMAR, 
hereby announces that 
my Indian Passport 
NO. R 94 6637 
issued in 

Chandigarh, India, 
on 3rd June, 1994, 
has been lost. 

If found, please deliver 
it to the Indian Embassy 
at Jabai Amman. 
Many Thanks. 


NAGANO (AFP) - The 
Olympic jinx again struck 
down (he reigning work! 
champion in the men's 
figure .skating on Saturday 
as Norway went top of the 
medal (able. 

Russia’s Ilia Kulik was 
the winner while 
Canadian Elvis Slojko’s 
failure made it the founh 
Olympics in a row the 
defending world champi- 
on had hist .the Olympic 
gold medal — and each 
time the loser has been a 
Canadian. 

The day’s big winners 
were Norway who scored 
two wins in Nordic skiing 
to top the medals table. 

But Bjorn Daehlie was 
forced to wail for his 
record seventh Olympic 
gold medal alter Thomas 
Alsgaard, a neighbour 
back home, did Daehlie 
no favours to win the 
15km freest) le pursuit in 
a desperately close finish. 

Then Bjarte Engeit Vjk. 
who had led the competi- 
tion after Friday's ski 
jumping, duly won the 
Nordic skiing Combined. 

Vik. 26, was brun/.e 
medallist lour years ago in 
Lillehammer and is the 
current World Cup leader 
and there was never any 
doubt he would not be 
caught in today’s 15km 
cross-country pursuit. 

Eighteen -year-old 
Samppa Lajunen of 
Finland who had started 
sixth fought his way up 
the field to win the silver 
medal. 


Valeris Slnlyarm of 
Russia, who was a surpris- 
ing second m the 4.i- 
lumpiiig which decided 
today's starting order, 
won the bronze medal. 

Tile 26->cai-uid 

Alsgaard made up his 24 
second deficit on Uaehiie 
h> Skm and then clung to 
his heels before powering 
past in (he last 50 metres 
to win hv a stride. 

“We might be friends 
but when we get out on 
the ski tracks we're ri\al>. 
li\ a big fight to be (he 
best skier at home in 
Nannestad." said 

Alsgaard. 

Daehlie had no hard 
feelings. 

"I’d have done the same 
if I’d been in his position.” 
he said. “You can't let 
friendship enter into it." 

Daehlie added: “1 tried 
to let Thomas go ahead a 
couple ol times but he did- 
n't want to. I decided to 
go hard in the uphills to 
wear him out as I knew he 
was better in the sprint ” 

Daehlie said he had n< »i 
been thinking about a 
record seventh gold 
medal. 

“I was focusing on the 
race so I was nut disap- 
pointed at all. Today 1 was 
number two and now I'm 
thinking of the relay and 
I'm a lucky guv that I 
have this man (Alsgaard i 
beside me in the same 
team.” 

Alsgaard. the 

Lillehammer 30km cham- 
pion, had pulled out of the 




Medallists of the Olympic women's 500 metre race (L-Rl Japan's Tomomi Okazaki. 
Canada's Calrionu Le May Doan and teammate Susan Audi smile during the medal 
ceremony at the M-Wnvc Stadium. Le May Doan won the gold medal ahead silver 
medallist Auch and Okazaki who took the bronze < Reuters photo) 

Nagano medals table 


Norway 

Germany 

Russia 

Canada 

Finland 

United States 

Japan 

France 

Austria 

Netherlands 

Switzerland 

Bulgaria 

Italy 

Czech Republic 

Ukraine 

Belarus 

Belgium 

Kazakhstan 

Total 


Silver 

6 


Bronze Total 
3 14 


Canada's Elvis Stojko performs in the men’s free skat- 
ing final at the White Ring in Nagano, venue for the 
Will Winter Olympics. Stojko. who won the silver 
medal, tore his right groin abductor muscle and was 
taken to hospital after the medal ceremony. Russia's 
Ilia Kulik won the gold medal and France's Philippe 
Candeloro the bronze (Reuters photo) 

► upii iiwmmmmwm 30km race here when the 

Norwegian coaches 

WHS 

The order 

^ TT, - based on the results of 

JBM Thursday's I Okm classical 
st - v * e race w hen Daehlie 
jp - JHV won his sixth gold medal 

record held by Russian 
WJjf gj& gjpj p speed, . skater Lydia . 

SfiV.iI ra®?]' • Skobilikova and Russian 

cross country skier 
: 't ' V 1 Lyubov Yegorova. 

*3 l- S j Daehlie. competing in 

‘.if 1 Vj 1 i his third Olympics, has 

I :*, ; U j , two more races to break 

\ 1 jL " v the Olympic record of six 

*j ' ’ I golds — the relay and 

V ir 50km. 

" *• ■ He won three golds in 

[ Albenville in 1992 and 

'} ' £5 " T ’-i bagged two more in 

i \ JUp. ; : Lillehammer four years 

rj ago to match the men's 

J.® Of five golds jointly 

- -i held by speedskaters Eric 

Heiden of the United 
Japan's Tomomi Okazaki. States and Finland's Clas 

L*h smile during the medal Thunherg. 

e gold medal ahead silver Heiden 's 1980 grand 
s photo) slam made him the only 

athlete to win five individ- 
i 1 ual titles at one Games — 

0i0 Summer or Winter. 

Daehlie has six gold and 
four silver medals now 
and equals Russian Raisa 
Smetaninu's Olympic 
record of 10 medals, won 
from 1976-92. 

Calrionu LeMay Doan 
of Canada broke the 
Olympic .record for the 
second day running to win 
the women's 500m speed 
skating gold medal. 

She is favoiurite to win 
another two golds. 


ij Russian 
L , academy 
Il of ice 
^ chums out 
another 
winner 


NAGANO (AFP) — 
Russia seems to be be able 
to produce Olympic skat- 
ing champions like Ilia 
Kulik at will. 

Viktor Petrenko in 1992. 
Alexei Urmanov in 1994. 
now the assembly line has 
churned out Kulik. and 
there are plenty of others 
readv for Salt Lake City in 
2002. 

But as with all Russian 
greats. Olympic success 
could not be acheived with- 
out a little drama. 

The 20-year-old from 
Moscow seemed destined 
for the top when in 1995 he 
won the world junior title 
and the European champi- 
onship — at his first 
attempt. 

But then came an acrimo- 
nious split with his coach 
Viktor Kudryavsev. 

"Viktor taught me from 
the age of four and guided 
me to the world junior and 
European title, but 1 did not 
trust him any more.” Kulik 
said of the split. 

Kulik became the latest 
superpower skating exile, 
moving to Marlborough. 
Massachusetts to be with 
Tatiana Tarasova. 

The results did not come 
straight away. He was fifth 
in last year’s world cham- 
pionship but confirmed his 
renewed threat to skating 
giants Elvis Stojko and 
Todd Eldredge by taking 
the Champion Series title 
in Munich last December. 
He missed the European 
championships last month 
with a back injury. 

As world junior champi- 
on he was considered a 
technical whizzkid. Now 
Kulik is the kind of classi- 
cal skater that pleases 
judges. He can do the big 
jumps — especially the 
quadruple — but is also 
considered a class above 
the athletic world champi- 
on, Stojko. for artistry. 

Kulik's music for his free 
programme was 

Gershwfin's Rhapsody In 
Blue, the same as when he 
took the world junior 
championship. 

'Then 1 did not care 
about music. I went 
through everything 

mechanically. Now I am 
more sensitive to music 
and art. Tatiana Tarasova 
has taught me to listen to 
music and interpret.” 
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Norwegian gold medallists Bjarte Engen Vik <C) and Thomas Alsgaard tL) pose with 
compatriot and silver medallist Bjoern Daehlie after the victory ceremony. Vik won 
the men’s gold in the Nordic combined. Alsgaard won gold in the I5km men's Nordic 
cross-country 1 5km pursuit ahead of Daehlie (Reuters photo) 


Guest authentic quotes: ^ 

Turino Hotel remains 
immaculate even after 
several years of occupancy, 
but the friendly people and 
excellent service is why w el 
keep coming back. t 


San Diego - USA 
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Economic curbs hinder 


Mideast peace — PNA 


MONACO (R) — Any 
restrictions on Palestinian 
economic development will 
hinder a genuine and com- 
prehensive peace process 
with Israel. Palestine's 
Finance Minister 

Mohammad Zuhdi 

Nashashibi said. 

He told a b ankin g and 
finance conference here that 
the Oslo agreement stipulat- 
ed there should be free trade 
between the West R ank, 
Gaza and Israel and only 
limited restrictions on trade 
with neighbouring coun- 
tries. 

But that was not the case 
in practice, he said on 
Friday evening. 

Mr. Nashashibi also said 
Palestine needed a national 
currency so it could set 
monetary policy appropri- 
ate to its own needs and that 
it still wanted compensation 
for the damage caused to 
the economy by border clo- 
sures last year. 

‘It was agreed that in 
order to achieve genuine 
economic development... 
the Israeli government 
would facilitate free access 
of commodities and person- 
nel between the West Bank 
and Israel, between the 


West Bank and Gaza, 
between Gaza and Egypt 
and between the West Bank 
and Jordan, and much to our 
regret that did not happen,” 
he said. 

“At the time our markets 
are being flooded by Israeli 
fruit and agricultural prod- 
ucts, our agricultural prod- 
ucts are not allowed free 
access to the Israeli mar- 
kets.” he said. 

He said that was an exam- 
ple “of how such restric- 
tions will hinder economic 
development which is very 
important to achieve a gen- 
uine and comprehensive 
peace process.” 

He said the economy suf- 
fered from not having a 
national currency, because 
Israeli monetary policy, 
aimed at keeping a low 
level of inflation, was not 
necessarily appropriate for 
Palestine which had high 
unemploymenL 

“We wish to raise this 
issue... as long as we are 
using the shekel as one of 
the main source currencies. 
I think we should have a 
major role in deciding the 
interest rate for the shekel, 
which is being decided in 
Israel,” Mr. Nashashibi 


said. 

The closure of borders 
between Israel and 
Palestinian territories last 
year was another example 
of how easily the Palestine 
economy could be hit by 
policies imposed by Israel, 
he said. “We were doing 
well on economic develop- 
ment, even our revenues for 
first quarter and second 
quarters of 1997 were good 
until we faced the problem 
of closure," he said. 

“The closure was a big 
and very, very erroneous 
step taken by the Israeli 
authorities,” he said. Mr. 
Nashashibi estimated the 
loss ro the economy during 
the period of closed borders 
at $700 million — more 
than double the aid from 
donor countries granted in 
1997 — and that he had 
raised the issue of how 
Palestine should be com- 
pensated with the European 
Commission. 

He said it was a decision 
which was not Palestine’s 
responsibility and “I hope 
that everybody responsible 
for the closure should take it 
seriously that it should be 
compensated." 


Conflicting reports on outlawed 
Algerian’s alleged surrender 


Combined agency 
dispatches 


Senior French MP Jack Lang visits Algeria 


THE NUMBER two of the 
outlawed Islamic Salvation 
Army (AIS), Mustapha 
Kebir, has given himself up 
to authorities, two indepen- 


dent newspapers said 
Saturday, but the reports 
were immediately denied 
by a source close to the 
Islamist group. 

•-The AIS, s the urnied 
branch of the banned 
Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS) political group, has 
observed a unilateral cease- 
fire since October. 

Algerian dailies Le Matin 
and the Nouvelle 
Republique said Kebir — 
brother of the exiled head of 
the FIS, Rabah Kebir. a 
political refugee in 
Germany — travelled to 
Collo early Friday. 

He was reportedly accom- 
panied by men in civilian 
clothing and was taken by 
car towards Skikda, the 
newspaper added. 

But speaking from 
abroad, a source close to the 
FIS said “it's entirely false.” 

The source added that 
reports on a surrender by 
Mr. Kebir were part of the 
rumours which have been 
circulating for around three 
weeks aimed at preventing a 
larger number of armed 
groups from joining the 
truce, which the AIS has 
urged other autonomous 
armed groups to join. 

In the past weeks, several 


PARIS (R) — The head of the French National j 
Assembly’s foreign affairs committee. Jack Lang, arrived ( 
in Algiers on Saturday for a two-day visit, Algerian state t 
radio said. The head of the foreign committee of the 
Algerian lower house, Abdulkader Hajjar, greeted Mr. 
Lang at Algiers airport “My stay [in Algiers] is a gesture 
of friendship as well as an act showing France’s commit- 1 
ment to close bilateral relations with Algeria.” the official 
i news agency APS quoted Mr. Lang as saying. He was 
I expected to hold talks with leaders of the national assem- 
bly later, the radio said. 


movements have also 
announced a ceasefire, but 
the truce is contested by the 
Armed Islamic Group 
(GIAj. 

Another newspaper, Le 
Soir d'Algerie, published a 
few hours later that 
Mustapha Kebir had been 
repeatedly sighted in the 
streets of Collo. eastern 
Algeria. 

Meanwhile, the Algerian 
government confirmed 
Friday that an Islamist 
accused of plotting a spate 
of deadly bombings in Paris 
in 1995 is dead. 

Ali Touchent, on the run 
since the bombings that 
killed nine people and 
injured 200 others, was first 
reported dead by indepen- 
dent Algerian newspapers 
last year. But authorities 
refused to confirm the 


reports. 

On Friday, Algeria’s secu- 
rity forces said Touchent 
had been killed in May, 
1997, along with another 
Islamist in a shooting near a 
hotel in downtown Algiers. 


They said the bodies had 
not been immediately iden- 
tified. 

France has accused 
Touchent of masterminding 
the attacks which, along 
with the 1994 hijacking of a 
jetliner bound for 
Marseilles. brought 

Algeria’s violent insurgency 
to France, its former colo- 
nial ruler. 

The GIA — the most vio- 
lent of Algeria's militant 
organisations — claimed 
responsibility for some of 
the attacks. 

The attacks began in Paris 
on July 25, 1995. when a 
bomb exploded at the St. 
Michel subway station in 
the city's Latin quarter. 

Over the next three 
months, similar bombs 
made of gas bottles, nails 
and gun powder exploded 
on the Champs Elysees and 
in a marketplace and out- 
side a Jewish school in 
France’s second-largest 
ciry, Lyon. 
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IN FEAR OF INDONESIAN RIOT MOBS: Residents, with the words 'Muslim' and 'Allah' sprayed on their homes 
to separate them from the ethnic-Chinese, watch the street after a riot in Ciasem, about 80 km east of Jakarta Friday 
night In the most violent day of protests yet in Indonesia's economic crisis, thousands went on the rampage in at 
least eight towns venting their angpr against ethnic-Chinese merchants who they blame for soaring prices and mass 
unemployment (See story on page 5) (AP photo) 


Britain sent Iraq anthrax agent, supplied 


it with nerve gas antidotes — reports 


Combined agency 
dispatches 


BRITAIN AUTHORISED the 
export to Iraq of equipment 
that can be used to make die 
killer disease anthrax as recent- 
ly as 1994, the Daily Telegraph 
reported Saturday. 

The Anglo-Dutch food and 
detergents giant Unilever con- 
firmed that one of its British 
subsidiaries exported about 
1360 kg of so-iralled growth 
medium to Iraq between 1991 
and 1994. 

A Unilever spokesman said 
die exports were all made in 
good fitith and were authorised 
by the British Department of 
Trade and Industry (DTI). 

This was all done in good 
faith with the explicit authority 
of (he DTL As far as we knew 
the Iraqi authorities were using 
the growth medium for gen- 
uine medical purposes,” the 
spokesman told Rotters. 

The main use of growth 
medium is to make cultures on 
which to cany out medical 


tests. But it can also be used to 
produce biological weapons 
such as anthrax and plague. 

Asked about the report on 
Saturday, British Foreign 
Secretary Robin Cook told 
BBC Radio he could not com- 
ment on die details. 

But he added “it is certainly 
the case that the previous gov- 
ernment in the late eighties did 
allow things to go to Iraq.” 

“But for many years now the 
West has maintaine d very tight 
controls on what is exported to 
Saddam Hussein because I 
think that we have recognised 
that what was done under pre- 


vious governments m previous 
decades was a mistake ” said 


Ml C&ok, who was appointed 
under the new Labour Party 
government which took office 
in may 1997. 

The DTI could not be 
readied for comment 

Britain’s Foreign Office last 
week accused Iraq of failing to 
account for 17 tonnes of 
growth medium. 

Bruce George, die chairman 


of parliament’s defence com- 
mittee, called for a swift inves- 
tigation into the newspaper 
report- 
'll seems bizarre that we 
could be granting licences for 
substances that could prove 
highl y injurious for some of 
our troops,” Ml Geoige told 
the Daily Telegraph. 

Meanwhile, Defence 
Secretary Geoige Robertson 
has promised to investigate 
claims that Britain supplied 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein with nerve gas anti- 
dotes after the Gulf wan 
“We’D investigate it, but I 
understand that it probably was 
exported ; bh the grounds tHSr il 
was medication, a n d medica- 
tions are allowable exports 
today.” he told Channel 4 news 
on Thursday. 

Channel 4 news alleged in a 
report that after the 1991 Gulf 
war. UJS. authorities blocked 
an Iraqi order foe antidotes to 
protect troops against nerve gas 
attacks. 

The Iraqis then armed to 


Britain, which in March 1992 
supplied the Iraqis with a nerve 
gas antidote, the station 
alleged. 

The department of trade and 
industry said it had no com- 
ment on tire allegations, bur 
noted that since October 1990, 
it has been possible to export 
medicine to Iraq for humanitar- 
ian purposes. 

The Channel 4 news report 
also claimed drat American 
records show that Britain and 
the United States contributed 
to Iraq's chemical warfare 
capability. 

It alleged that the United 
States exported 14 consign-* 
mens of biblogical' materials 
to Iraq * between >1985 and 
1989, including anthrax bacte- 
ria and a botolism-inducing 
organism. • 

The report was based on doc- 
uments already seen by a U.S. 
Senate Oversight Committee. 
There have been previous 
reports that UB. companies 
supplied biological agents to 
Iraq. 


First Islamist 
party created in 
north Cyprus 


Cyprus prepares for presidential run-off 


NICOSIA (AFP) — An 
Islamist political party has 
been launched in Turkish- 
held northern Cyprus, the 
first such development since 
the division of the eastern 
Mediterranean island 24 
years ago. officials said 
Saturday. 

Forty-nine founders of Our 
Party, including prominent 
figures of the Islamic com- 
munity, formally applied to 
the interior ministry on 
Friday for the party’s open- 
ing, ministry officials told 
AFP. 

The party, according to its 
manifesto, aims to promote 
“Islamic ideals” and plans to 
adopt “whipping” as a pun- 
ishment for several crimes, 
and remove taxes for the 


poor. 

The self-styled Turkish 
Republic of Northern 
Cyprus (TRNC) is led by 
Rauf Denktash at the head of 


a two-party conservative 
coalition while two left- 
wing opposition parties are 
also represented in its parlia- 
ment 

The new Islamist party 
plans to take part in the 
TRNC’s general elections 
later this year, according to 
the manifesto. 

Cyprus has been divided 
since 1974 when mainland 
Turkish troops occupied its 
northern third in response to 
a right-wing Greek-Cypriot 
coup in Nicosia aimed at 
unification with Greece. 

The TRNC was pro- 
claimed in 1983. but it is 
recognised only by Ankara 
which still keeps some 
35,000 troops there. 

Mainland Turkey’s former 
ruling Islamist Welfare Party 
of former Premier 
Necmettin Erbakan was dis- 
solved in mid-January by the 
constitutional court on 
charges that it undermined 
the country’s secular regime. 


NICOSIA ( AFP) — President 
Glafcos derides appears to 
have a wafer-dun advantage 
over his challenger ahead of 
Sunday's two-way run-off to 
elect the next president of 
Cyprus. 

With campaigning suspend- 
ed 36 hours before the poll Ml 
derides campaign has been 
boosted by the combined sup- 
port of four losing candidates 
who polled a total of 8.7 per 
cent in last week’s first round. 

But both Mr. derides and 
challenger Geoige Iacovou 
failed to gain the open support 
of Vassos Lyssarides. the 
leader of the Socialist Edek 
Party who won a potentially 
crucial 10.6 per cent in the first 
round. 

Mr. Lyssarides has been 
feverishly courted by both can- 
didates in five days of bargain- 
ing and has been offered key 
jobs in a future government by 
both men, but the Edek leader 
opted to tell his party faithful to 
vote “by conscience.’' 

‘3 believe this was a wise 
decision. It gives Edek the 
right to insist that whoever win 
the elections keeps his pledge” 
to form a unity government, 
said Ml Lyssarides. 

The Edek leader has been 
offered the post of foreignjmin- 
ister by Ml Iacovou, while Mr. 
Derides has offered to give 
Ml Lyssarides the job in 
charge of the island’s member- 


ship talks with the European 
Union (Eli). 

Mr. derides of the conserva- 
tive Disy Party and Ml 
Iacovou, who is backed by the 
communist Akel and centre- 
right Diko parties, gained 40.1 
and 40.6 per cent respectively 
in the first round — a margin 
of just 2,000 votes. 

The Greek-language news- 
paper Agon said Edek’s deci- 
sion to sit on the fence com- 
bined with the support offered 
to Ml derides by the four 
other candidates “indicated 
that derides would score a big 
victory.” 

Cyprus Mail pundit Bouli 
Hadjioannou. said Ml derides 
had clearly benefited from the 
week of bargaining, and that 
Mr. Iacovou 's campaign had 
been hit by his failure to notch 
up an expected five per cent 
win last Sunday. 

But be added.a note of cau- 


tion. 

“The odds may now appear 
to be in Clerides' favour, yet 
forecasts are never safe... An 
analysis of earlier polls earned 
exit before the first round 
would suggest a close fight 
ahead,” he said. 

The w innin g ranttirfan* in the 
run-off needs to secure 50 per 
cent plus one vote in the elec- 
tion, which is open only to the 
446.731 registered Greek- 
Cypriot voters on the divided 
Mediterranean island. 


Both Ml derides, 78. and 
Mr. Iacovou, 59. made televi- 
sion addresses 36 bouts before 
polling pledging to form 
national unity governments if 
elected. 

“My proposal is straightfor- 
ward: a government of nation- 
al unity that will tackle future 
challenges with detemiinarion. 
patriotism and experience.” 
said Mr. derides, warning that 
a voce for Ml Iacovou could 
lead to “dangerous experimen- 
tation." 

Ml Iacovou in turned called 
on voters to look to a fresh 
future, pledging a unity gov- 
ernment under his presidency 
tfaat-would be “for all the peo- 
ple.” 

The next .president will play 
a crucial role in efforts to settle 
the division of the island, with 
a major U-N.-sponsored medi- 
ation effort expected to restart 
in March, and the EU acces- 
sion talks. 

Cyprus has been divided 
since Turkish mainland troops 
seized the nonhem third of the 
island in 1974 in response to a 
right-wing Greek nationalist 
coup in Nicosia instigated by 
the ruling junta in Athens. 

The Turkish Cypriots, who 
take no part in the presidential 
polls, declared a breakaway 

state in the north in 1983 which 
is recognised only by Turkey. 
Around 35,000 Turkish troops 
are based there. 




World to get weirder 
into millennium 


LONDON (R) — The world 
got weirder in 1997, driven 
by interest in so-called 
“holy” vegetables, events 
surrounding the death. of. 
Princess Diana and millen- 
nium cults, according to a 
survey. The Fortean Times, 
the British journal of strange 
and uncanny phenomena, 
said its index of media inter- 
est in the weird and wonderi 
ful. rose four per cent last 
year, the biggest . increase 
ever. “1997 was by for the 
weirdest year since our 
records began. Although 1 
don’t make prophecies, I 
wouldn’t be surprised if the 
index didn’t continue 
upwards as a result of pre-- 
Tniilennial tension,” - ' said 
Fortean Tunes associate edi- 
tor Joe McNally. 


Frankenstein, Lenin 
and Hitler stand 
in Indian elections 


BOMBAY (AFP) — Indian, 
voters will face a difficult 
choice over the next few 
weeks when Frankenstein, 
Lenin. Hitler and RockfeDer. 
launch their bid forelection. 
The names appear on a list 
of legislative candidates for 
the state of Meghalaya and 
will run in national polls 
beginning Monday, newspa- 
pers reported. Frankenstein 
Momin and Adolf Lu Hitler 
Marak will stand for the 
Congress, a party which has 
dominated Indian politics 
since independence. Lenin 
Marak and Mountbatten 
Sangma are independent 
candidates. The local United 
Democratic Party will be 
relying on RockfeDer 
Momin. Such names stand 
our in a country more used 
to Singh , Kumar and Yadav. 


S. Korean dating 
agency promotes 
blood donations' 


SEOUL CR) — A South 
Korean dating agency said it 
was promoting a blood 
donation drive that might 
win participants a Wind 
date, in an effort to help 
raise foreign exchange for 
the country. S unwoo Event 
Co.. “Korea’s leading matri- 
monial and dating agency,” 
is holding a ‘“98 blind date 
blood drive” to coincide, 
with a national campaign to' 
donate blood and help South 
Korea's foreign exchange 
shortage. The agency said 
all young and unmarried 
Koreans were eligible to' 
first donate blood and then 
participate in the contesL A 
total of 300 people, 150 of 
each, sex, will win a ticket to 
participate in the blind date 
party. 


Supermodels cry 
on meeting 
Nelson Mandela 


Farrakhan criticises threat to Iraq 


CAPE TOWN (AFP) — 
Supermodel Amber Valetta 
flushed bright red and burst 
into tears when her friend 
Naomi Campbell introduced 
* her to South African 
President Nelson Mandela 
on the steps of his Cape 
Town residence 

Genadendal. Mandela held 
die waifish blond model, 
clad in lace cardigan, in his 
arms and assured her it was 
wonderful to meet her too', 
as she sobbed: “You are 
such a great man ” Vail eta 
Campbell and eighteen 
other top models, including 
Calvin Klein muses Kate 
Moss and Christy 
Turlington, flew into Cape 
Town this week to model 
late Italian designer Gianni 
Versace's last pret-a-porter 
collection at a special show 
on Saturday night 


SYDNEY (R) — U.S. black 
rights activist and Muslim 
leader Louis Farrakhan on 
Saturday urged Australia to 
keep out of any conflict with 
Iraq and criticised American 
threats of air strikes. 

Mr. Farrakhan, visiting 
Australia as part of his 
“friendship tour” of the 
world, told a few hundred 
Muslim faithful at a Sydney 
mosque that Australia had no 
business in Iraq. 

“Iraq has done nothing to 


Australia. Iraq does not 
threaten Australia." Mr. 
Farrakhan, flanked by body 
guards, said after prayers at 
the mosque. 

Australia has committed an 
elite group of commandos, 
refuelling aircraft and intelli- 
gence support for any U.S- led 
attack on Iraq, suspected of 
hiding weapons of mass 
destruction. 

“My president says that Iraq 
has weapons of mass destruc- 
tion." said Mr. Farrakhan, 


leader of the U.S. black 
Muslim organisation “Nation 
of Islam.” 

“If he (the Iraqi president) 
does have them, what have 
you been doing there with 
your weapons inspectors for 
seven years?’ Mr. Farrakhan 
said. 

He called the threat of mili- 
tary action against Iraq an 
attempt to overthrow a “lead- 
ership that the West does not 
like or appreciate.” 


Billy Idol to ' 
‘represent the 
’ 80 s’ in new comedy 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 

The 1980s punk rock legend 

Billy Idol was chosen for a 
large cameo role in the &V* 
edy “The Wedding Sinfsa; ’ 
and the acerbic singer decid- 
ed he would spoof -himself. 
“We chose Billy Ido* 
because he represents tbt 
80s more than.anyphe, J ’ _fflid 
director Frank.” Core#*' 
“When I was 16 .1 uidT'- 
shipped Billy Idol.”-. i] 




